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Honoring those who made the ultimate sacrifice. 

This is how we 

know what love is: 

Jesus Christ 

laid down his life for us. 
And we ought to 

lay down our lives for 

our brothers. 
1 JOHN 3:16 



 

 

 

 

 

SAMUEL:  A LIFETIME SERVING GOD 

 

Isn’t great to hear the story of a person like Paul, who had an astounding 

confrontation with the risen Lord?  Or maybe the testimony of the healed 

paralytic who celebrated by jumping around?  And as we talked about on a 

recent Sunday, those types of events still take place – leaving individuals 

with dramatic stories of their conversion experience. 

 

Not all of us have that kind of experience.  Perhaps for some that is a 

drawback to sharing their faith commitments: “I have nothing to say,” “No one 

cares about my story,” “My testimony is boring, even to me!”  Sadly, this is a 

view shared by many who grew up in the faith and don’t remember much of 

life before it.  But looking into the Scriptures, we find much that speaks of the 

power and influence of a lifetime of commitment, a lifetime of serving God. 

 

For that reason, we have turned to the life of Samuel.  Talk about growing 

up in the church – literally!  He spent his entire life in service to God and in 

a way that honored Him.  And maybe that is a testimony that many could 

relate to more than the bright lights and thunderous sounds of a dramatic 

intervention.  So, on Wednesday evenings, 6:00 p.m., our Zoom Bible Study 

time will be spent examining the life of this faithful man.  God used him in 

amazing ways to influence the direction of the family of God, even though 

he lacked the dramatic conversion story touted by many as necessary. 

 

Did your faith commitment come in a gentle but genuine way?  Do you enter 

the family of God as a youngster without fanfare and spotlights?  Join us on 

Wednesday evenings to see how one person made such a difference in the 

world in which he lived – all by way of a lifetime of faithful service to God. 

 

See you Sunday! 
 

Pastor Darrell 
 

 

May 2021 

 

  
 

Sunday, May 16th 

Deacon Meeting 2:00 p.m. via ZOOM 

 

Tuesday, May 18th 

Prayer Walk at FBC 10:00 a.m. 

Senior Friends Lunch  

at Point of Rocks Park 11:30 a.m. 
 

· · · · · · · · · · · 
 

Tuesdays 
Prayer Group via ZOOM 10:00 a.m. 

 

Wednesdays  
Adult Bible Study via ZOOM 6:00 p.m. 

College & Career Bible Study 7:30 p.m. 

 

Thursdays 
Bible Study led by Pastor Watts 6:30 p.m. 

 

Sundays 
Drive-In Church 9:00 a.m. 

(in case of inclement weather – in gym) 

In-Person Sunday School 9:45/10:00 a.m. 

Walk-In Worship 11:00 a.m. 

 

· · · · · · · · · · · 
Mark Your Calendar 

 

Sunday, June 6th 
Graduation Sunday 

 

Wednesday, June 9th 
Trip to Virginia War Memorial 

 

Saturday, August 28th 
Trip to Museum of the Bible 

(tentative) 

From the Pastor 

Upcoming Events 

  Remembering our fallen servicemen and women 

 

Have you checked us out lately? 
 

On the Web:   

fbchopewell.church 
 

 On Facebook:   

First Baptist Church of Hopewell, Virginia 
 

On YouTube:   

First Baptist Church of Hopewell 

 



SPROUTS – YOUTH – YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRIES CORNER 
 

                                                                              

  
  

Sunday evening Youth Zoom sessions have been discontinued and will be replaced with periodic outings 

on weekends.   

SPROUTS (K-5th grade) we will also begin periodic outings, so keep connected and look for emails with 

information. 

In-person Sunday School has returned for school-aged children and youth. 

• Elementary aged students are currently meeting at the Sliding glass doors and will use the 

great outdoors to learn about God and creation.  This group is led by Ashley Fuller. 

• Middle school aged students are meeting in the education wing in room 215.  This groups study 

focus through the end of May is navigating life.  This group is led by Raymond Powell and Kim 

Adams. 

• High school students meet in room 214 and are led by Chris Sutton.  Their study focus is titled 

Questions About Jesus, exploring why Jesus, the resurrection, discussing what Jesus has done 

and is doing, accepting Him as our Lord and Savior. 

College and Career meet Wednesday evenings via Zoom.  This small group has built a very trusting and 

caring focus as we explore the challenges life presents us and how to navigate with a loving heart.  

Currently, the group is digging into being “Distinct” and providing positive examples to those they work 

with, friends, and family members. 

 

Sunday evening Youth Zoom sessions have been discontinued and will be 

The Youth took advantage of great weather 

and their Easter break to take on the 

challenges found at Tree Time Adventures in 

Prince George.  We had thirteen including 

chaperones attempt the obstacles found on 

two different courses at heights up to 25 feet 

above ground.  This extremely safe course, 

using state of the art belay couplings allow the 

individuals to navigate the course walking on 

chains, 4x4 timbers, stumps, bridges, and the  

 
ultimate zipline to finish.  The youth would 

like to challenge some of our “seasoned” 

members to join us the next time we go. 

 



  

REFLECTIONS FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 

Senior Ministries are going well as we have completed several Bible studies in our Thursday night 
program.  We are currently studying Dr. John MacArthur’s Book on Twelve Extraordinary 
Women which will take us through May 6th.  We encourage you to reach out and give the 
Thursday Bible Study a look. 

Thank you to all who have participated in the Missionary Moments on the second Sunday of each 
month. It has been refreshing to hear you tell us about the different missionaries and ministries 
throughout the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and get a sense of what God is doing.  We still 
have a few Sunday openings to fill this year if you are interested in sharing about a missionary and 
praying for their ministry. 

Many of the seniors enjoyed the lunch outing over at Crystal Lake Park on Tuesday, April 6th.  
We are planning another lunch outing following our next prayer walk on May 18th.  The prayer 
walk, around our facilities, will begin at 10:00 a.m. as we ask for the Lord’s blessing on our 
ministries, and then we will meet up at Point of Rocks Park for some time of fellowship around 
the table at 11:30 a.m. We are looking at future Prayer Walks this summer that would include the 
Police Department, across the road from the church, and City Hall. We would also like to have a 
prayer walk at the high school as we pray for our young people in the community and for the 
Young Life Program to come back to Hopewell.    

We have been hoping to go on a few trips this year.  Our first will be on Wednesday, June 9th as 
we tour the Virginia War Memorial in downtown Richmond. Mr. Jon Hatfield has graciously 
consented to direct our tour of that facility. Look for more information coming out on signing up 
for this exciting opportunity. The bus will leave the church at 10:30 a.m. 

We look forward to your involvement in our Senior Ministries Program. For more information on 
Bible Studies, Prayer Walks, and Adventures contact me either at the church office at 458-2752 or 
by email at dwatts1958@gmail.com. 

 

David A. Watts 
Associate Pastor 
 

Senior Friends Lunch at Point of Rocks Park  
201 Enon Church Road/Chester 

May 18th at 11:30 a.m. 
 

Bring your picnic lunch and meet us at the 
Pavilion for a time of fellowship.  We are 
hoping that the FBC bus will be available for 
transportation; if so, the bus will leave FBC at 
11:15 a.m.  Contact the church office the week 
of May 10th to confirm availability and to 
reserve a spot on the bus. 
 

Questions?  
Call David Watts at the church 458-2752  

or text Brenda Reid at 804-414-7679 
 

mailto:dwatts1958@gmail.com


                     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

                 

                     

                     

 
 

 

 
                       

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 

Congregational Care Ministry 

Your Congregational Care Ministry Teams continue 
their work to minister to our church family.  There are 
great opportunities to minister to and care for our 
church family, and we’d love for you to be a part of 
it.  The Congregational Care Ministry team will be 
available as needed to make visits (once restrictions 
are lifted), offer meals, send cards, make calls, and 
greet our guests (among other things).  Please 
contact the Clint & Dot Strong or the church office if 
you’d like additional information about the team and 
the opportunities that it will offer.   
 

Members Currently Serving on Teams 
Congregational Care Ministry Team Leaders:               
Clint & Dot Strong 
Communications Team (sends cards/makes calls):                
Peggy Cooke (Team Leader), Brenda Carraway, 
Carol Starke, Kim Adams, Mattie Crockett, Betty 
Townes, Elizabeth Johnson 
Meals Team:  Peggy Henderson (Team Leader), 
Barbara Everett, Taylor Davis, Donna Hatfield, Dot 
Strong, Robin Pritchard, Becky Slagle, Janet Bates, 
Tricia Carden, Johanna Story, Ashley Reid 
Prayer Team:  Brenda Reid (Team Leader), Doris 
Blevins, Mattie Crockett, Herman Henderson, 
Jeannie Lubman, Patti Powell 
**While prayer is always an important 
responsibility for each of us, during times such as 
these we are even more mindful of the 
importance of prayer for us as a country.  The 
Prayer Team continues to pray for everyone in 
the Weekly Prayer Guide along with other 
requests that are submitted to the Team.  If 
anyone would like to be a part of the Prayer 
Team, please contact Brenda Reid or the church 
office. 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

If you’re not able to attend a service on Sunday morning, tithes & offerings can be made through the 

church website (fbchopewell.church), mailed to the church (401 N. 2nd Avenue) or dropped off in our 

secure (locked) mailbox (outside the church by the church office).  Mail is retrieved daily, and deposits 

are being made weekly.  Thank you to those who are continuing to faithfully support First Baptist! 

If you are making regular donations to the church (weekly, monthly, check/cash…), you are encouraged 

to use offering envelopes to assist in weekly counts and, more importantly, so that your donation is 

accurately recorded.  If you are in need of offering envelopes, please contact the church office. 

 

Our shoeboxes plant a seed of hope through 
God's love.  This time of year, we think about 
spreading seeds or mulch and things for new 
growth.  I will be collecting items throughout 
the year for the FBC shoebox packing events 
in the fall.  Buying and gathering items 
throughout the next few months, will ease 
the "all-at-once" cost and ensure successful 
packing.  It will be so much fun!  When you go 
shopping (on-line or in-person), how about 
picking up some items?  We will be accepting 
any donations.   Suggestions for May:  small 
brush/comb/mirrors, bars of soap, washcloths, 
scrunchies/hair items, little stuffed animals, 
small box of cute band-aids.  Thank you for 
your support.  
Patti & Raymond Powell. 
 

As we head into a busy gift-giving season 

(Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, graduations, 

weddings…), please don’t forget to use 

AmazonSmile when shopping on Amazon to 

benefit FBC.  This is a great – and easy – way 

to make your gift even more special.  just 

remember to use AmazonSmile 

(smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0698626) for every 

purchase! 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=292CCE6PCVE9O&K=23N7DKBEW3Z1D&M=urn:rtn:msg:201810291301489dbac4e12f4b4b0594e6b3c5de10p0na&R=1BYPOHS3C8SQU&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F54-0698626%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_366090100&H=TAQNRBKPJLCOOVD2D7NMXUARS0MA&ref_=pe_732550_366090100


 

 

 

 

 

Calling all High School & College 

Graduates 
 

Your church family wants to celebrate your 

achievement with you!  Please contact the church 

office at 458.2752 or info@fbchopewell.church by 

May 12th so that we can include you in our Graduate 

Sunday recognition on June 6th. 
 

 

  

  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

MUSICAL MEMORIES 

Thanks to the collaboration of several individuals, we have videos of a number 

of FBC musical productions, including The Living Christmas Tree, Easter 

Cantatas, children’s & youth musicals, piano concerts featuring Pastor 

Boggs, Gloria Andrs, and Mary Louise Marquis, and excerpts from our fun 

musicals on our FBC website.  Worth checking out for a trip down memory 

lane, to hear some great music, or to see if you can identify participants! 
        

 

 

 

  
 

Blessing box 

In this Christmas season, we have much to be thankful for!  Don’t forget those in need who could benefit from the  
BLESSING BOX located out behind FBC in the alley.  The purpose of the box is to serve as a blessing to those in 
need.  On any given day you could find a variety items such as canned goods, granola bars, cereal, hygiene 
products, and paper products such as toilet paper.  At times you may find reading material.  During the colder 
months you may find hats, scarves, gloves, or hand warmers.  Often you’ll find the box empty because there are 
so many in need of blessings during times like we’re going through now.   

If you find yourself blessed and would like to pass those blessings along, please consider placing an item or 
two in the Blessing Box.  In turn, you will be greatly blessed! 

Museum of the Bible Trip Being Planned 
 

A trip to the Museum of the Bible in Washington, DC 
is planned for Saturday, August 28, 2021. 
 

The cost will be between $45 and $50 depending on how 
many will be going.  Cost will include transportation on 
charter bus & museum admission.  For museum 
information visit:  
https://www.museumofthebible.org/.   
 

Interested in going?  Contact the church office or sign 
up on the interest sheet on the bulletin board 
between the sanctuary & Pastor Boggs’ office.  This 
trip is open to family and friends, too, so spread the 
word!  Preliminary deadline for interest is June 3rd.  
 

On behalf of the members of First Baptist Church  

and a grateful nation, THANK YOU for your service! 
 

James Harold England - U.S. Air Force 

was not included on the listing of First Baptist Church of Hopewell Veterans that appeared 
in the November newsletter.  If there are others we have overlooked, please contact the 
church office so that we can recognize their service, too. 

 

mailto:info@fbchopewell.org
https://www.museumofthebible.org/


 

 

Missionary Moments 
 

Since January, the second Sunday of the month has been used to highlight Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
(CBF) missionaries around the world.  Our Missionary Moments is a time to learn about these CBF staff and the 
work that they do, and it’s also a time for us to pray for them.  Over the past four months we were introduced to 
the missionaries shown below.  Continue to pray for them and their work spreading God’s love.     
 

This month’s focus will be on Chaplains and Pastoral Counselors.  There are over 800 endorsed chaplains and pastoral 
counselors actively serving in a variety of specialized settings including:  each branch of the United States Armed 
Forces, medical centers, correctional institutions, hospice organizations, police, fire & rescue departments, colleges & 
universities, businesses & industries, retirement communities, the Department of Veterans Affairs, and Civil Air Patrol.   
 

Next time you’re at FBC, stop by our Missionary Moments bulletin board located near Pastor Boggs’ office.  Each 
month the missionaries of the month are added to our global map to give you an idea of where they’re serving.   

             
 

 
 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Sunday School – Back in Session! 

Many Sunday School classes are back to in-person.  Please remember that all COVID 

protocols are still in place including masks and social distancing.   Everyone is excited to get 

back to worshipping & studying God’s Word together - `if you’re not already a part of a 

class, please consider joining in!   
  

A list of all current classes can be found in your newsletter.  If you would like information on 

any of the classes or have interest in a different class offering (like a men's Sunday School 

class), please let us know! 
  

If you have any questions or ideas for classes, please contact Tim Coyne  timcoyne1@comcast.net, 

Brenda Reid gramreid3@gmail.com, or Chris Sutton crvsutton@gmail.com.  
  

Entry to building available by 9:30 a.m. on Sundays.  

 

 

Alicia & Jeffrey Lee 
Skopje, Macedonia 

Jon & Tanya Parks 
Koŝice, Slovakia 

Jenny Jenkins 
Grand Goâve, Haiti 

Matt & Michelle Norman 
Barcelona, Spain 

mailto:timcoyne1@comcast.net


  
 

FBC Sunday School Classes 
Every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

Tim Coyne, Director 
timcoyne1@comcast.net 

 
 

Preschool (Currently not meeting due to COVID) 
 
Children Grades K-5th  Ashley Fuller      Meet at the sliding glass doors  
          of Family Life Center 
 
Youth - Chris Sutton, Director 
  
Grades 6th - 8th   Raymond Powell & Kim Adams   Rm. E215 
     
 
Grades 9th - 12th  Chris Sutton & Sodie Williams   Rm. E214 

 
 
Adult I 
 
College & Career   Chris Sutton crvsutton@gmail.com       Virtual Class 

                                                     Meets Wednesday 7:30 p.m. 
       
New Beginnings   Sheila Minor  sminorcpa@gmail.com             Church Parlor - Rm. 117 
 
Young Adults w/Children       Peggy & Herman Henderson                   Rm. E112 
         hahenderson51@gmail.com 
 
Adult II 
 
Mutual Faith   Patti Powell  powellrps@aol.com   Conference Room - Rm. 100 

 
Joint Heirs    Brad Kaufman bckaufman75@gmail.com  Virtual Class   
                                                     Meets Sundays at 2:00 p.m.  
 
 
Adult III 
 
Genesis   Clint Strong clintdot2@verizon.net   Fellowship Hall 
                                                                 Gather at 9:45 a.m. 
 
Mal Utleye                   Betty Rose Hughes prgeohug@aol.com   Rm. E115 

                                                                 Starts at 9:45 a.m. 
 
 
Classes meet every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. unless otherwise indicated.  For details or invitation to virtual classes, email 
the teacher. 

mailto:crvsutton@gmail.com
mailto:powellrps@aol.com
mailto:bckaufman75@gmail.com
mailto:clintdot2@verizon.net
mailto:prgeohug@aol.com

