
 

Put on your Poodle skirt, slick back your hair, and join us for our musical 

At the Hop 

 
May 19, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. 

hot dogs/chips/drinks will be sold starting at 5:30 p.m. to benefit the youth mission trip 
 

There will be songs by Fats Domino, the Platters, Jerry Lee Lewis, Connie 
Frances, Elvis Presley, the Big Bopper, Harry Belafonte, Brenda Lee, Sam 
Cooke and much more!!  Come join the fun and plan to “stroll” with us!! 

  
First Baptist Church of Hopewell 

401 N. Second Avenue 

Hopewell, VA  23860 

 

804-458-2752 

 

Website: fbchopewell.org 

Email:     info@fbchopewell.org 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

 
 

KNOW WHY YOU BELIEVE 

 

“Be ready to speak up and tell anyone who asks why you’re living the way 

you are, and always with the utmost courtesy” (I Peter 3:15).  Do you ever 

feel like you have faith, no problem there, but defending it or presenting it 

to others generates discomfort simply because you are unsure of what to 

say?  Peter was addressing Christians just like us and encouraging them to 

be ready to give an answer to those who question us. 

 

Similarly, Paul Little wrote a small book entitled Know Why You Believe: 

A Clear Affirmation for the Reasonableness of the Christian Faith.   It 

was intended to lay out for us the rational explanation for our faith.  It 

includes addressing issues like the role of science, the reliability of Bible 

documents, the veracity of miracles, archaeology, and why there is suffering 

and evil in the world.  I have found it to be extremely helpful, particularly 

on college campuses where Paul Little spent so much of his ministry with 

InterVarsity Christian Fellowship. 

 

On Wednesday evenings, 6:15, starting on April 24 and going through June, 

we will spend time following the outline in Little’s book and discussing our 

faith in terms that are reasonable.  I cannot tell you it will be an easy study, 

but I think it can be a very rewarding investment of time.  So please join us 

on Wednesday evenings as we dive into the topic of knowing WHY we 

believe. 

 

See you Sunday, 
 

Pastor Darrell 

 

May 2019 

 

 

May 5th 

SPROUTS Super Sunday time TBA 
 

Singspiration at FBC of City Point  4:00 p.m. 
 

Parent/Youth Mission Meeting 5:30 p.m. 
 

Singing Saints Program 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

May 12th 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

NO Church Council 
 

May 18th 
Faith Night at the Diamond 

 

May 19th 
Deacon Lunch/Meeting 12:15 p.m. 

(location TBD) 
 

Spring Musical “At the Hop” 6:30 p.m. 
 

May 21st  
PrimeTimers Train Trip to Ashland 

 

 

May 27th 

Memorial Day 

Church Office Closed 

 
 

 

· · · · · · · · · · · · 
The Wednesday Night Dinner Café  

is open Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.   

Reservations are due by noon each Monday.  
 

Deadline for June Newsletter: 

Friday, May 24th at 5:00 p.m. 
 

See the church calendar (May/June) 

included or on the church website for a 

listing of all FBC activities & events. 

 

 

From the Pastor 

Upcoming Events 

 

Mark your calendar and call your friends…  

You won’t want to miss  

Don’t Hang Up! 
Presented by the Singing Saints  

Sunday, May 5 th at 6:30 p.m. 

Come and watch how friendship and a trip to 
Switzerland can spark a relationship with God! 

 

 

  Remembering our fallen servicemen and women 



      

STUDENT MINISTRY CORNER 

YOUTH & SPROUTS 

 
 

very comprehensive week that will be engaging, memorable, and pleasing to God.   A Parent and Youth 

Meeting will be held on May 5th at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall to discuss the mission trip 

and other summer opportunities.  Reminder, the Youth Mission Trip 2019 has student preparation 

requirements this year and will be discussed at the meeting.  Each participant will need to attend a 4-

part study titled God, Jesus, Self, & Others.  Additionally, there will be mission support opportunities 

helping and showing God’s love in our community.  Stay focused and tuned in as we prepare for this 

opportunity to serve God and Others in upstate New York.   

GRADUATION SUNDAY:  Calling all graduates, we want to recognize your achievements during both 

services on June 9th.  Please contact our church office and provide a little information about your high 

school experience (things you did, honors, recognition, scholarships) and what your next plans are upon 

graduation (workforce, college, volunteerism).  Need this information no later than May 6th. 

SPROUTS OPPORTUNITY:  Exciting things are happening for the SPROUTS children’s 

program.  SPROUTS has met the last couple of months on the first Sunday for SPROUTS SUPER 

SUNDAY.  Our first month together we had lunch and went bowling.  Last month after lunch we went 

to Point of Rocks Park to play on the jungle gym, shoot hoops, and hit a few wiffleballs.  This month 

(May 5th) weather permitting, we will travel to the Maymont.  Parents/grandparents a text 

message will be going out shortly for a head count.  This monthly SPROUTS gathering gives us a 

chance to gather and have fun, try something new, or just hang out.  Keep on the lookout for the 

monthly events.  

SPORTS CAMP MINISTRY:  FBC will host this ministry on June 24-27 from 8:30 a.m. – 12 noon.  

Looking for adult volunteers to help lead a few areas (snacks, Bible focus time, and sporting events) 

and would love to see those who helped last year come on back out.  You all were awesome!!  The youth 

will have a significant role guiding and leading the campers.  Please contact me, so I can plug you in.  I 

also am good at “Volun-tolding”.  Not sure what that means?  Ask a youth member, they will share the 

definition. 

YOUTH STUDY:   

 The 6th-8th graders Sunday School focus is “Getting Along.”   

  The 9th-12th grades continue their 4-week study titled, “The Case for Easter.” 

GATHERING OPPORTUNITIES: 

 Faith Night at the Diamond – Saturday, May 18th - Gates open at 5 p.m.; Game time is 6:05 

p.m. (Who’s interested?) – **see additional information in newsletter 

 Wednesday Night Dinners: Youth and SPROUTS Lead: May 30th 

 

 

 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP:  Planning continues for the Youth 

Summer Mission Trip to Black River, New York August 1-8, 2019.  

Conducted a planning trip in late March to lay out the week, share 

the spiritual focus of the week (Love God), develop opportunities 

to grow as a group and help each other in their faith journey 

(Love Others), look for times to share our faith with others and 

the strength of our commitment to serving God (Make Disciples), 

and committed to service projects that otherwise wouldn’t be 

done (Serve the World).  I am happy to report that we designed a 

  



     

    

Calling all High School & College Graduates 
Your church family wants to celebrate your 

achievement with you!  Please contact the church office 

at 458.2752 or info@fbchopewell.org by May 6th so 

that we can include you in our Graduate Sunday 

recognition on June 9th. 

 
Donations to FBC 

Making a donation to FBC for the unified 
budget?  Donating money on Communion 
Sunday toward the Benevolence Fund?  
Making a special donation to benefit missions, 
Night to Shine, the youth, a special fund, or 
Walk Through Bethlehem?   

Donors are encouraged to always use an 
offering envelope when making a donation.  
Using an envelope is the ONLY way to make 
sure that your donation will be recorded and 
reflected on your end-of-the-year giving 
statement; remember to include your name 
and the donation designation on the envelope. 

Need more envelopes?  Contact the church office. 

 
 

 

 

                    

 Make sure you’ve marked your calendar for the FBC 
2019 Spring Musical “At the Hop” on Sunday, May 19th! 

“At the Hop” Spring Musical Practice 

Sundays 4:00 – 5:30 p.m. 

May 5 (Dress Rehearsal) 

As Needed:  May 9, 16, 17 
 

Museum of the Bible Trip Planned 
 

A trip to the Museum of the Bible in Washington, 
DC is planned for Saturday, August 24, 2019. 
 

The cost will be approximately $42 for adults and $37 
for children (ages 5-11); cost includes transportation 
on charter bus & museum admission.  For museum 
information visit: 
https://www.museumofthebible.org/.   
 

Interested in going?  Contact the church office.   

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

Singspiration 
Join in the fun for the community-wide 

Singspiration!   

Sundays as listed at 4:00 p.m. 

May 5th – First Baptist Church of City Point 

(Last Singspiration of the Season) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

With so many shopping opportunities in the coming 

months (Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, graduations, 

weddings…), there’s an easy way for FBC to 

benefit – just remember to use AmazonSmile 

(smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0698626) for every 

purchase!  Giving to FBC has never been easier! 

 

FBC Maintenance 

Just like at home, things around FBC get broken and/or 

need to be repaired.   If you see something that needs to 

be fixed, please let us know!  Maintenance Request 

Forms (blue) are available on the bulletin board in the 

volunteer office/copy room or from the church office.  

If you see something that needs attention, please fill out 

a form and put it in the Church Maintenance mailbox 

or return it to the church office.  

 

Donations to FBC 

Making a donation to FBC for the unified 
budget?  Donating money on Communion 
Sunday toward the Benevolence Fund?  
Making a special donation to benefit missions, 
Night to Shine, the youth, a special fund, or 
Walk Through Bethlehem?   

Donors are encouraged to always use an 
offering envelope when making a donation.  
Using an envelope is the ONLY way to make 
sure that your donation will be recorded and 
reflected on your end-of-the-year giving 
statement; remember to include your name 
and the donation designation on the envelope. 

Need more envelopes?  Contact the church office. 

 

mailto:info@fbchopewell.org
https://www.museumofthebible.org/
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=292CCE6PCVE9O&K=23N7DKBEW3Z1D&M=urn:rtn:msg:201810291301489dbac4e12f4b4b0594e6b3c5de10p0na&R=1BYPOHS3C8SQU&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F54-0698626%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_366090100&H=TAQNRBKPJLCOOVD2D7NMXUARS0MA&ref_=pe_732550_366090100


 

Mary Jo Dailey , Minister to Senior Adults 
 

It’s Spring.  I know, because the dew on my car has been green for a 
few weeks now.  SeniorFest is in our rearview mirror and those who 
went had a good time and learned a lot, too.  Coming up on May 21st 
will be a train trip from Ettrick to Ashland for a day of eating, 
shopping, and fellowship…AND your very special tour guide will 
help to draw some parallels between our trip and the Bible.  Deadline 

to sign-up for group pricing is Thursday, May 9th at noon. 

Stay tuned for the Spring edition of Senior Moments for a full report on SeniorFest, and more information on 
our train trip.  As always, keep an eye on our bulletin board for on-going information, sign-ups, and menus. 

I want to take this opportunity to tell you just how much I’ve loved being a part of First Baptist for the last 
six months.  You have been gracious, loving, and forgiving – much like our Heavenly Father asks us to be.  
I am so grateful that He brought us together. 
 

    

  Guard ian Ange l s  for the Month of  May  

Sunday, May 5th 8:45 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Michelle Parr, Nancy Pelter 

 11:00 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Carolyn Whitlock, Nancy Pelter 

Sunday, May 12th 8:45 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Betty Hill, Pete Nicholson 

 11:00 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Betty Hill, Pete Nicholson 

Sunday, May 19th 8:45 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Nan Frink, Christine Weston 

 11:00 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Kim Saunders, Joseph Pelter 

Sunday, May 26th 8:45 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Betty Rose & Charlie Hughes 

 11:00 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Nancy Pelter, Joseph Pelter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith Night at the Diamond  

Play ball!!!  Faith Night at the Diamond is Saturday, May 18th – gates will open at 5:00 
p.m. with game time at 6:05 p.m.  There will be live pre-game music provided by a 
faith based band, player testimonials, and post-game fireworks!  They will put our 
church name on the board announcing our attendance, too.  All are welcome to 
join in on the fun!  Tickets for groups of 20+ are $5.50 general admission.  Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 
board between Pastor Boggs’ office and the Sanctuary.  Deadline to sign-up is Tuesday, May 7th. 

             

Exciting news for SPROUTS!   
Our SPROUTS (3 years old through 5th graders) now meet once monthly (on the first Sunday of the 
month) for SPROUTS SUPER SUNDAY.  Each month SROUTS will have a Super Sunday to gather and 
have fun, try something new, or just hang out.   
Keep on the lookout for the monthly events.  Plans for May 5th include lunch and a trip to Maymont.  
Super Sunday – Super Fun! 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Collection is just 6 months 
away! Now is a great time to purchase cute spring gifts for your 
box OR buy items to donate for FBC groups to pack (we have a spot 
to store them here at FBC).   Another reminder, if you haven’t 
already been saving to donate $9.00 to help with shipping costs, 
START saving now: $1.50 EACH MONTH adds up.  Shoeboxes were 
shipped to Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, The Dominican Republic, 

Ghana, Ukraine, and other places.… thanks to FBC folks who donated funds.  Thank you FBC families for 
your support sharing God’s Good News around the world. - Raymond & Patti Powell 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 
The FBC website has a new feature – a Prayer Request page (found on the left menu bar).  From this page you easily put 

in a prayer request to be included in the Weekly Prayer Guide or to be forwarded to our ministry and prayer teams to be 

prayed for.  You can also submit updates for the Weekly Prayer Guide (including removing a submission), request a contact 

from your Deacon, or ask for a visit for yourself or someone else.  Let us know how we can pray for you! 

 

FBC Building Security 
 

Don’t be in such a hurry to get outside to enjoy the nice weather or inside to enjoy the air 

conditioning that you forget to secure doors at FBC.  We were doing great for several weeks, 

but we’ve slipped lately and doors are being found open.  Please remember that the security 

of FBC is the responsibility of each of us – please make sure to do your part.  

Hopewell Church of the Nazarene 
 

Following the devastating fire that destroyed the Hopewell Church of the Nazarene, First Baptist 

reached out to them.  Beginning today the congregation of the Hopewell Church of the Nazarene will be 

worshiping in our Fellowship Hall at 10:45 a.m.  If you see folks you do not recognize in our building at 

that time, please welcome them and make them feel at home.  They are going through some tough times, 

and we have an opportunity to offer a little respite by providing space for the continuation of their 

congregational life. 

 



 The following report on Walk Through Bethlehem were presented at the April 17th FBC Business Meeting. 
 

Walk Through Bethlehem 2018 

 

For the 14th year, First Baptist Church of Hopewell impacted our community with another successful Walk 

Through Bethlehem.   WTB 2018 was scheduled for December 1st, 2nd, 8th, and 9th, but inclement weather 

forced the decision to cancel the event on the evening of Sunday, December 9th.  Even with the best planning 

and preparation, one thing we have no control over is the weather.  It is circumstances such as this that make us 

thankful for a two weekend production which helps to make sure that we have sufficient days to welcome our 

community for at least part of the schedule and so that we don’t face lost time, money, and effort without 

reaching our intended audience.  

 

This event has truly become a much anticipated community tradition, with many guests expressing that 

attending WTB has become a part of their family’s Christmas.  Again this year we contacted area churches and 

extended invitations to their members to get involved with WTB in a variety of areas:  baking bread for the 

hospitality room, helping with construction, acting as greeters, and/or participating as cast members.  Several 

churches took part in some way with several of our volunteers having joined us for a second year.  This 

outreach has become something that people not only want to attend but want to be a part of.  

 

While attendance has fluctuated over the years, and we have experienced the impact of other community events 

held concurrently, WTB continues to reach a multitude of people.  In 2018 over 1,500 guests followed the star 

and experienced life in the little town of Bethlehem.  That was over the course of three days and with two of 

them being held in competition with at least one other community event.  

 

The production of Walk Through Bethlehem is no small task.  The leadership team works throughout the year 

to ensure a quality production.  From seeking sponsorships many months out, to washing/repairing/creating 

costumes, to construction and spreading mulch, to promoting the event, to the event itself, and then 

deconstruction it takes a village of individuals who are dedicated to bringing the story of the birth of Jesus to 

our community.  It is hard to count all of the hands who helped to shape WTB 2018, but approximately:  35 

individuals assisted throughout the construction/mulch/deconstruction process, 25 acted as greeters, 25 worked 

to provide meals for cast and crew, 20 saw that our guests were welcomed and fed in the hospitality room, and 

120 participated in cast.  We had 5 individuals who assisted with costuming, at least 10 who braved the cold to 

assist with parking, and a number of other individuals who acted in other roles including painting sets, sewing 

the WTB ceiling, publicity, storytellers, sound, entertainment, and seeking sponsorships.  A great number of our 

participants wore several hats and assisted in more than one area. 

 

It is not possible to put a definitive cost on what it takes to produce WTB each year because a large portion of 

the production costs are voluntarily absorbed by individuals.  The actual cost for WTB 2018 was $3,056.04 

which included construction materials, publicity, food (meals/hospitality), bibles, and animals.  These costs 

were taken out of the designated WTB fund.  Due to the generosity of donors, no funds were taken out of the 

WTB line-item budget.  In addition to the actual costs, in-kind donations from FBC members amounted to over 

$2,800, to include construction costs, set props, the washing/repair/making of costumes, and food.  In addition 

to the in-kind donations from members of First Baptist Church, we were fortunate for the generosity of several 

area businesses who provided bottled water, sweet breads, apple juice, mulch, and construction materials.  For 



WTB 2018, monetary donations totaled $1,439.15, including $1,019 collected through donation boxes, to 

replenish the designated fund. 

 

This event has also become a way to showcase area groups and talent.  Throughout the course of the event and 

over the fourteen years, we have been fortunate to have community, church, and school groups offer their time 

and talents as entertainment in the Sanctuary as groups await their trip to Bethlehem and in our Hospitality 

Room while they enjoy refreshments after their journey.   For many groups, this event has been on their annual 

calendar for years.  In 2018 ten different groups performed in the Sanctuary and three individuals provided 

entertainment in our Hospitality Room. 

 

Our community benefits from Walk Through Bethlehem in other ways, too. This year those who visited WTB 

brought in very close to 1,000 pounds of canned and dry goods to be donated to the Hopewell Food Pantry.  

WTB is truly a program that feeds more than just the soul.   

 

The feedback that we get from our guests is inspiring and motivational: 

 “Wonderful!  What a great way to start the Christmas season.” 

“Amazing!  Every bit!” 

“So grateful!  What a blessed gift to the community!” 

“Truly an awesome event.  Lovely!  So well done and very informative.  Love going back to see what it is all about!” 

“Merry Christmas…Thank you for keeping Christ in the season.” 

“Thank you for providing such a beautiful experience for our family!  Blessings!” 

“I thoroughly enjoyed the experience.  It certainly did remind me of my trip to the Holy Land (Jerusalem, 

Bethlehem, etc.).  It was truly blessed!” 

“Great as always; very inspiring!  Keep up the great (Godly) endeavor!!” 

“It just gets better & better!” 

“This is a tradition with my friends.  Please continue and be blessed.” 

“Thank you so much for this ministry!” 

      “What a blessing to so many people! 

“A great way to prepare for Christmas! 

“Ohh my gosh – it is cool!”   

And over and over:   

“Awesome experience!”     “Wonderful!”     “Great!”     “Thanks!  Really enjoyed it!”   

Page after page of similar comments have been left in writing and tell of the impact that Walk Through 

Bethlehem has on individuals in our community and beyond. 

 

Walk Through Bethlehem continues to be a way for First Baptist Church to remind our community of the true 

meaning of Christmas.  In doing so, it is the type of outreach that could bring the community together, with 

participants from area churches coming together to tell the story of the birth of our Savior.  It is evident that 

Walk Through Bethlehem has become not only a community event but with a much anticipated Christmas 

tradition for many.   

 

Submitted by Sheila R. Armstrong, Director – Walk Through Bethlehem 2018 


