First Baptist Church presents

“A Night at the Movies”
Sunday, May 20, 2018 ~ 6:30 p.m.
Admission: FREE

Join us for an evening of some of
your all-time favorite movies!

First Baptist Church
401 N. Second Avenue
Hopewell, VA 23860
804-458-2752
Website: www.fbchopewell.org
Email: info@fbchopewell.org

From the Pastor
REMEMBER TO PRAY

May 2018
Upcoming Events
May 6th
Singpiration 4:00 p.m.
Musical Practice 4:30 p.m.
H3 Dinner 6:00 p.m.
Singing Saints Program 6:30 p.m.
May 8th & 15th
Women’s Bible Study 10:00 a.m.
May 10th, 17th, 18th, 19th
Musical Practice
May 12th
Youth Community Service Day
Faith Day at the Diamond
May 20th
Deacon Lunch/Meeting 12:15 p.m.
H3 Dinner 6:00 p.m.
A Night at the Movies! 6:30 p.m.

One of the greatest privileges we have is prayer. When the disciples saw Jesus
at prayer, they said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray.” You and I were taught
prayers when we were children, and now we need to be taught how to pray.
Prayer is much more than words from the lips; prayer is the expression of the
desires of the heart. John Bunyan said, “When you pray, rather let your heart
be without words than your words without heart.”
In John 15:7 we find these words: “If you remain in Me and My words remain
in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.” Those are staggering
words! But they require us to understand the idea of “remaining” or “abiding.”
Like the branch draws its life and strength from the vine, we are to be so
connected to Christ that we find sustenance from Him. We depend on His life
and power for our spiritual existence. It requires time. It requires conversing
as with a dear friend. It requires being purposeful in interacting with the
Divine. I cannot abide with or remain with someone with whom I have no
connection or conversation.
Billy Graham once said that there are three secrets to his success: Prayer,
prayer and prayer. The same is true for the success of this church – or for each
of the believers in it. So today, remember to pray. Tell God what is on your
heart. Leave the matter with Him and He will take care of the answering in His
good time.
Pastor Darrell

May 28th
Memorial Day
FBC Office Closed
June 3rd
Graduate Sunday (Early Service)
Note: The Wednesday night Café is
closed until after Labor Day – have
a great summer!
Deadline for June Newsletter:
May 23rd at 5:00 p.m.
See the church calendar (May/June
included or on the church website) for a
listing of all FBC activities & events.






THE YOUTH CORNER
Have you been wondering, what’s going on with the youth at FBC,
well let me tell you! The first thing I would like to share with
you – they are a GREAT bunch of kids. The second thing to
share, they are willing learners as they discover and grow in
their faith. They amaze me weekly with their insight, questions,
answers, and curiosity. If they don’t understand something, they are not afraid to ask what that
means. The third thing to share they are interested and willing to serve and help others. I asked
them a while back to tell me how they would like to “Serve Others” and what “Fun Events” would they
like to do. The “Serve Others” response list was much longer than the fun events. We have developed
a plan through August to achieve these opportunities.
Over the last few months in Youth Group, we explored life choices concerning our relationship with
God, family, friends, and dating. This was an eight-week focus based on the movie “To Save A Life.” I
am sure the youth shared moments with their families from the movie and then the six study sessions
that followed – I have to say it was intense at times talking about real life challenges, but the beauty
was sharing you are never alone and Jesus loves you so much. Our Youth Retreat at the church was a
hit! Pastor Darrell led breakout sessions looking at “What God Wants from Me.” We looked at a
tripod held up by the three pillars of Belonging, Worthiness, and Competence. We want the Youth to
be a positive peer pressure with their friends and to help others make good choices based on their
faith. We are currently midway through a 4-week study titled: “Am I Happy? – The Search for
Something More”. The weekly video and discussion concerns searching for happiness in relationships,
accomplishments, appearances, and despite circumstances.
Upcoming Opportunities:
May 12th

Community Service in the morning
Faith Day at the Diamond (Richmond Squirrels baseball game) in the evening

May 20

th

Movie Mania Musical at FBC: Some of our Youth are leads in this show

June 3rd

Graduation Sunday with Youth led Worship Service (6 High School Seniors)

June 22nd – 23rd

KingsFest at King’s Dominion
(Tickets $45 both days, $25 for one day: money due by 27 May)

June 25th – 28th

Sports Camp – revitalizing this summer opportunity: soccer, baseball/softball,
basketball; mornings only

July

Party at the Boggs’ (Swimming, Cookout, Bonfire, Fun) still working on the day
th

th

Aug 11 – 18

Youth Mission Trip to Watertown, NY: Community Service Projects & Sports Camp;
more details will be coming to you soon

FLAGS NEEDED
We are looking for flags from different states or countries to hang in the gym for the May 20th musical
“A Night at the Movies.” If you have any that we could use, please contact Melanie Boggs at
804.216.1604.

Please pass the word that we are still taking
donations for men’s suits and “prom” dresses. We
are in great need of dresses sizes 16 and above.
Please contact Melanie Boggs 804.216.1604 if you
have anything you would like to donate.

Attention Amazon shoppers: don’t forget to sign
up to benefit FBC with AmazonSmile. Sign up at
smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0698626 (we’re listed
as First Baptist Church of Hopewell, Virginia), and
Amazon will donate to FBC with each purchase.
For information about AmazonSmile visit
http://org.amazon.com. If you have additional
questions contact Brad Kaufman at 804.943.6140.

Warm weather is finally here but don’t forget
about Operation Christmas Child and the
children who will receive the shoeboxes that
we’ll be packing in a few months. You can impact
more children around the world for eternity by
looking for shoebox items throughout the
year. Be on the lookout for sales, clearances, and
liquidation sales to purchase items for Operations
Christmas Child boxes. Think socks, toys, hats,
gloves, scarves, summer items…. Items are gladly
accepted throughout the year and stored at
FBC for packing parties later in the year. See
Raymond or Patti Powell or drop items off at the
church office. Shoeboxes are a blessing for the
child receiving the box and will bring blessings to
you, too. Most importantly, don’t forget to pray
for the child who will be receiving a box with the
items you’re providing.

Contributions to FBC
Out of town and want to miss your regular
contribution to FBC or don’t want to be bothered
with having to write checks? Online giving may be
the answer you’re looking for. If you would like to
contribute to FBC by way of electronic giving,
there are several ways this can be done, all of
which are easy and safe. Our e-giving service
permits payment through electronic transfer of
funds (EFT's) from your checking account, or by
debit or credit card (Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or
American Express). Donations may be made
immediately, scheduled for a future date, or
scheduled on a recurring basis in the future. You
may make contributions to 3 different funds in one
transaction. See the church website for more
information or to set up your e-giving account.
Another alternative to e-giving is to arrange for
“bill” pay through your bank. Payments from your
account are forwarded to FBC on your schedule.
Contact your bank for more information.

From Our Library
Your FBC library has acquired several new additions over the past few months – make sure to stop by and check one
of them out or any of the other books, DVDs, or other items in the library collection. Some of our newest additions
include:
The DVD “Wonder” is based on the novel and “follows the inspiring story of the Pullman family, whose youngest
child, Auggie, is a boy born with facial differences. When Auggie enters mainstream elementary school for the first
time, his extraordinary journey unites his family, his school, and his community, and proves that you can’t blend in
when you were born to stand out.” Julia Roberts, Owen Wilson, and Jacob Tremblay star.
Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World by Joanna Weaver uses this familiar Bible story to show “how all of us –
Marys and Marthas alike – can draw closer to our Lord: deepening our devotion, strengthening our service, and
doing both with less stress and greater joy.”
For a look into the past, we have the new 50th Anniversary Edition of Catherine Marshall’s Christy. And for a look
into the future, we have Dr. Robert Jeffress’ new book A Place Called Heaven: 10 Surprising Truths About Your
Eternal Home.

SPROUTS NEWS
The SPROUTS children’s program has been going strong
all year with crafts, mission projects, music, and movie
nights. For 2018, we are using What’s in the Bible?,
which is a video program designed to walk through the
Bible introducing basic themes in a way children can
understand and appreciate. We are also using “Seeds
Family Worship” CDs that contain nothing but Bible
verses set to high energy and entertaining music, a great
way for anyone to learn Bible verses.
SPROUTS recently enjoyed the movie “Ferdinand” at
the Boggs’ and shared their talents with the church by
singing at both services on April 29th.
Come join the fun as we learn about God and the Bible
and see what SPROUTS up in your life.

Singspiration
Sunday, May 6th ~ 4:00 p.m.
First Baptist Church of City Point
1117 Pierce Street

A NIGHT AT THE MOVIES!
“There’s No Business like Show Business!” – so the song says, and we are out to prove it!
On May 20th at 6:30 p.m., you will have a chance to hear red carpet interviews with Mae
West, Grace Kelly, Audrey Hepburn and Marilyn Monroe. You will hear music from some
great movies, including but certainly not limited to: Grease, Ghostbusters, Titanic, Sister
Act, Frozen, The Sound of Music, Singin’ in the Rain – you get the idea. You will hear
from singing stars like Neil Diamond, Celine Dion, the Bee Gees, the Fifth Dimension,
Louie Armstrong, and many, many more!
Sometimes we get asked why we put so much energy and effort into these performances.
They involve many people for many hours, and the investment is extensive. The simplest
answer is fellowship. We enjoy spending time with friends in a relaxed, often humor-filled
environment, where we laugh and encourage the talents we find in one another.
Another reason is outreach. Sometimes folks are introduced to our church through these
doors instead of our worship services or Sunday School. And who doesn’t like seeing a
church body coming together like a family to enjoy one another’s company and to pool
abilities to brighten others’ day?
So if you are a part of the massive cast for Music Mania, thank you! If not, please come and
join the fun and fellowship on Sunday, May 20! And bring a friend – bring lots of friends –
and let’s see if “there’s no business like show business!”

The following reports on Night to Shine and Walk Through Bethlehem were presented at the April 11th FBC Business Meeting.

Night to Shine 2018
Night to Shine was established through Tim Tebow and The Tim Tebow foundation 4 years ago, as a celebration of life
for individuals with disabilities to show them –“How God loves them and created them to be special; they matter.” The
dance has become a movement supported by 16 countries, 90,000 guests, and over 175,000 volunteers.
First Baptist Church Hopewell, VA was 1 of 537 sponsored locations this year on February 9, 2018.
Our location supported 97 guests, which included 12 walk-ins and 235 volunteers from all over the tri-cities. Along with
25 sponsors who provided services from limo rides, decorations, food, tuxedos, music, pictures and much more.
The recommended budget for this event was $10,300. We spent approximately $3,920.50. We received donations of
$5,500.00.
~ Submitted by Michelle Parr, Chairman - Night to Shine 2018

Walk Through Bethlehem 2017
Another successful Walk Through Bethlehem is in the books. WTB 2017 was scheduled for December 2nd, 3rd, 9th, and
10th, but unforeseen inclement weather forced the tough decision to cancel the event on the evening of December 9th. This
year was a perfect example of why scheduling the event for two weekends versus one is good. Thankfully the inclement
weather came and went in a short time-frame, but had it been an extended storm, and plans had been for only one
weekend, all of the time, money, and effort could have been fruitless with the possible outcome of not reaching anyone.

This event has truly become a much anticipated community tradition, with many guests expressing that attending WTB
has become a part of their family’s Christmas. This year we contacted area churches and extended invitations to their
members to get involved with WTB in a variety of areas: baking bread for the hospitality room, helping with
construction, acting as greeters, and/or participating as cast members. At least six churches took part in some way. One
memorable participant had no shortage of praises for the event and the fact that she had been asked to participate. On
numerous occasions she communicated that her family had attended for multiple years and that she couldn’t believe that
she was now going to get to be a part of it. Another young attendee (about 11 or 12 years old ) had her mother inquire as
to whether there was a way that she could participate next year; after talking with her, she came back and participated the
next night. This outreach has become something that people not only want to attend but want to be a part of.
While attendance has fluctuated over the years, and we have experienced the impact of other community events held
concurrently, WTB continues to reach a multitude of people. In 2017 just over 2,000 guests followed the star and
experienced life in the little town of Bethlehem. That was over the course of three days and with two of them being held
in competition with at least one other community event.
The production of Walk Through Bethlehem is no small task. From seeking sponsorships many months out, to
washing/repairing/creating costumes, to construction and spreading mulch, to promoting the event, to the event itself, and
then deconstruction it takes a village of individuals who are dedicated to bringing the story of the birth of Jesus to our
community. It is hard to count all of the hands who helped to shape WTB 2017, but approximately: 40 individuals
assisted throughout the construction//mulch/deconstruction process, 30 acted as greeters, 20 worked to provide meals for
cast and crew, 20 saw that our guests were welcomed in the hospitality room, and 160 participated in cast. There were a
number of other individuals who acted in other roles including costumers, publicity, storytellers, sound, entertainment,
and seeking sponsorships.
It is not possible to put a definitive cost on what it takes to produce WTB each year because a large portion of the
production costs are voluntarily absorbed by individuals. The actual cost for WTB 2017 was $3,199.44 which included
publicity, food (meals/hospitality), bibles, and animals. These costs were taken out of the designated WTB fund. Due to
the generosity of donors, no funds were taken out of the WTB line-item budget. In addition to the actual costs, in-kind
donations amounted to over $2,500, to include construction costs, set props, the washing/repair/making of costumes, and
food. In addition to the in-kind donations from members of First Baptist Church, we were fortunate for the generosity of
several area businesses who provided bottled water, sweet breads, apple juice, and construction materials. For WTB
2017, monetary donations totaled $2,545.06, including just over $1,200 collected through donation boxes, to replenish the
designated fund.
This event has also become a way to showcase area groups and talent. Throughout the course of the event and over the
thirteen years, we have been fortunate to have community, church, and school groups offer their time and talents as
entertainment in the Sanctuary as groups await their trip to Bethlehem. For many groups, this event has been on their
annual calendar for years.
Our community benefits from Walk Through Bethlehem in other ways, too. This year those who visited WTB brought in
over 800 pounds of canned and dry goods to be donated to the Hopewell Food Pantry. WTB is truly a program that feeds
more than just the soul.
The feedback that we get from our guests is inspiring and motivational:
“Incredible experience! So authentic!”
“Thank you for all of the hard work, time and effort you all put into making this a wonderful Christmas experience!”
“Enjoyed the Walk thru Bethlehem so much, I just love how you tell a story about Jesus to the city.”
“What a blessing!”
“Thanks for what you are doing! Keep spreading the word.”
“Thank you for the wonderful presentation of the birth of Christ. We have come for the past 9 years. It has been a
blessing to our family.”
“God is working thru this church and your church people!”
Page after page of similar comments have been left in writing and tell of the impact that Walk Through Bethlehem has on
individuals in our community and beyond.
Walk Through Bethlehem has become a way for First Baptist Church to remind our community of the true meaning of
Christmas. In doing so, it is the type of outreach that could bring the community together, with participants from area
churches coming together to tell the story of the birth of our Savior. It is evident that Walk Through Bethlehem has
become not only a community event but with a much anticipated Christmas tradition for many.
~ Submitted by Sheila R. Armstrong, Director – Walk Through Bethlehem 2017

