Prayer Requests
The FBC website has a new feature – a
Prayer Request page (found on the left
menu bar). From this page you easily put
in a prayer request to be included in the
Weekly Prayer Guide or to be forwarded
to our ministry and prayer teams to be
prayed for. You can also submit updates
for the Weekly Prayer Guide (including
removing a submission) and request a
contact from your Deacon.
Let us know how we can pray for you!

First Baptist Church of Hopewell
401 N. Second Avenue
Hopewell, VA 23860
804-458-2752
Website: fbchopewell.org
Email: info@fbchopewell.org

From the Pastor
EVERYONE, ALWAYS
How God Calls Us to Treat Others

March 2019
Upcoming Events
March 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th
Adult Bible Study 6:15 p.m.
March 1st
Salt & Light Mystery Dinner Theatre
March 3rd
SPROUTS Super Sunday noon
H3 Dinner 6:00 p.m.
March 6th
Children’s Ministry Team Meeting 7:30 p.m.

March 10th
Singspiration at Hopewell Church
of the Nazarene 4:00 p.m.
Church Council 6:00 p.m.
March 11th
Travelling Lunch Bunch
March 17th
H3 Dinner 6:00 p.m.
March 19th
Night to Shine Wrap-Up Meeting 7:00 p.m.

One of the most out-of-step comments I hear about people and their faith is:
“My faith is a private thing; it doesn’t involve anyone else so I keep it to
myself.” Unfortunately, that is not an option afforded us by the Christ we
serve. We have very specific instructions in how to relate to one another
and to all people we encounter. And that relating is a faith expression, the
fruit of a faith that is productive and growing. We all want that.
Between now and Palm Sunday, we will be paying careful attention to the
instructions from our Lord regarding our relationship with others: Love
everyone, welcome everyone, serve everyone, honor everyone, share your
faith with everyone, bless everyone. The whole idea of discipleship hinges
on voluntary obedience. By being obedient to this simple set of
instructions, we can see our faith grow, our relationship with Christ
strengthened, our witness enhanced and our sense of soul satisfaction
gratified. After all, we are just acknowledging that He knows best, and we
are just faithfully following His lead.
So join us on Sundays mornings, 8:45 or 11:00, as we grapple with His
invitation to be His people in this place.
See you Sunday!
Pastor Darrell

March 26th
SeniorFest at Chowan University

Make sure you’ve marked your calendar for the FBC
2019 Spring Musical “At the Hop” on Sunday, May 19th!

March 31st
H3 Dinner 6:00 p.m.

“At the Hop” Spring Musical Practice

f

············
The Wednesday Night Dinner Café is
open Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.
Reservations are due by noon each Monday.
Deadline for April Newsletter:
Monday March 25th at 9:00 a.m.
See the church calendar (March/April)
included or on the church website for a
listing of all FBC activities & events.

Sundays 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.
March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
April 7, 14, 28 (Dress Rehearsal)
May 5 (Dress Rehearsal)
As Needed: May 9, 16, 17

THE YOUTH CORNER
WINTER RETREAT 2019 – “THE PAUSE”: Sixteen youth and
eight adults took a pause at Camp Kehukee over President’s
holiday weekend. Cell phones placed in a box and no internet or
distractions for 42 hours. Surprise, surprise we did not
experience any separation anxiety, and I am glad to report
face-to-face communication is alive and well. “The Pause” is a 4part study that investigates the importance of making time for
God in our extremely busy life. We kicked off the study with a
general discussion of taking a time out from the busyness of our
lives and then dove right into “Why it’s so important that we know God more. Scripture focus showed
us Jesus’ example of breaking away from the crowds for quiet time. The deeper discussion was always
in small groups to build comfort and trust with thoughts and concerns. Session 2 explored the
importance of prayer in our lives. Jesus showed us in scripture how He went off by himself and
prayed to the Father. Session 3 provided us discussion and direction on why knowing Bible is vital to
our relationship with God. Just like it is important to know our family history to understand our roots
or medical situations, it is just as important to know our Godly family from the beginning to present.
The last session focused us on examining God’s call on our lives. Feedback from the small group
leaders was that this session was the best. It is important for us to understand that we are not
supposed to harbor what we learn about God’s love, but rather to pass it forward by making new
disciples and serving others in the name of Jesus. The Youth also used this pause to read parallel
scripture and made time to read 5 books of the Bible. We closed this awesome weekend with worship
led by our youth praise team. By the way, there was a pause for competition, fresh air, and games.
Wiffle ball in the conference center basement was a hit (pun intended) and the adults whooped the
youth. We also explored the camp testing our geocaching capabilities (orienteering), and took
advantage of the new firepit for a sing around the campfire. Bottom-line: great weekend and many
thanks to our adult chaperones.

YOUTH STUDY:
 The 6th-8th graders Sunday School focus is Jesus is Our Friend and Savior: Conviction. It is not unusual
to doubt and question. This is when we grow, make a choice, and build our foundation. We learn about
this relationship, grasp the concept of forgiveness, and continue to grow. We become stronger in our
conviction and build confidence to share the Message with others through word and action.
 The 9th-12th grades begin an 8-week study titled, “Like No Other – The Life of Christ.” Jesus. He
never wrote a book. Yet more books have been written about Him than any other individual in all
of history. He never wrote a song. But more songs have been composed and sung about Him than
about anyone else in the world. He never traveled more than 300 miles from His home. Yet you
can find only a few places in the entire world where people have not heard His name.
 The Youth Group will continue the dig into confirming our relationship with God.
GATHERING OPPORTUNITIES:
 Sunday School: March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 @ 10 a.m. – 2nd floor of Education Wing
 Youth Group: Begins at 6 p.m. – 2nd floor of Education Wing (unless special time noted)
 NEW ITEM: Local mission project on Saturday mornings – fixing up a house for those in
transition: The Sober House. More to come shortly via text and email.
 Wednesday Night Dinners: Youth and Sprouts Lead: May 30th

Highlights from
Youth Winter Retreat 2019
“The Pause”
at Camp Kehukee
February 15-17

----- HELP WANTED! -----

Sanctuary Flowers for Easter
Flowers to decorate the Sanctuary for Easter will be
ordered by the Decorating Committee. Information
and order forms will be available after the first week
of March. Please watch the bulletin, Wednesday
announcements, and a special email for information.
Order forms will be available in the vestibule,
through the church office, and on the FBC website.
Prepaid orders must be received in the church office
no later than Monday, April 1st at noon.
FBC Maintenance
Just like at home, things around FBC get broken and/or
need to be repaired. If you see something that needs to
be fixed, please let us know! Maintenance Request
Forms (blue) are available on the bulletin board in the
volunteer office/copy room or from the church office.
If you see something that needs attention, please fill out
a form and put it in the Church Maintenance mailbox
or return it to the church office.

Donations to FBC
Making a donation to FBC for the unified budget?
Donating money on Communion Sunday toward
the Benevolence Fund? Making a special donation
to benefit missions, Night to Shine, the youth, a
special fund, or Walk Through Bethlehem?
Donors are encouraged to always use an offering
envelope when making a donation so that your
donation will be recorded and reflected on your endof-the-year giving statement; please include your
name and the donation designation on the envelope.

Wednesday Night Dinners– There are still a few
months of the FBC Café before it closes for the
summer.
Individuals, couples, families, or
groups/Sunday School classes are invited to host a
meal! If you’re interested in hosting a single
Wednesday Night Dinner in the coming months, please
call the church office to get on the calendar. Dinner can
be cooked on-site or brought in (think BBQ, chicken,
pizza, potato bar, chili, soup/salad, subs…).

----------------------------------Museum of the Bible Trip Planned
A trip to the Museum of the Bible in Washington,
DC is planned for Saturday, August 24, 2019.
The cost will be approximately $42 for adults and $37
for children (ages 5-11); cost includes transportation
on charter bus & museum admission. For museum
information
visit: https://www.museumofthebible.org/.
If you are interested in going please contact the
church office.

-----------------------------------

Singspiration
Join in the fun for the community-wide
Singspiration!
Sundays as listed at 4:00 p.m.
Mar. 10 – First Congregational Christian Church
Apr. 7th – City Point Restoration Church of God
May 5th – First Baptist Church of City Point
th

-----------------------------------

Need more envelopes? Just contact the church office.

Thanks to your shopping on Amazon, FBC
received a donation of $47.22 from the
AmazonSmile Foundation for the last quarter
of 2018. Great job! Now go shopping!

Mark Your Calendar
Children’s Ministry Team Meeting
Wednesday, March 6th
7:30 p.m. - in the Parlor

Mary Jo Dailey , Minister to Senior Adults
There are a lot of opportunities coming up on the PrimeTimers Calendar!
All sign-up sheets are on a clipboard beside the PrimeTimers bulletin
board.
March 1 - 6:30 to 9:00 p.m., Jeff Smith’s “Salt and Light” Mystery Dinner
Theater The Missing Body of Christ. We’ll take the church bus and leave
from the church parking lot at 5:30 p.m.
March 11 – The Travelling Lunch Bunch will head to Smithfield Station (in Smithfield) for fellowship and lunch.
We’ll take the church bus and leave the church parking lot at 10:00 a.m.
March 26 – SeniorFest! This one-day conference for folks over 50 will be held on the campus of Chowan
University. There’ll be fun and games on our chartered bus, and a chance to fellowship with other seniors from
Virginia and North Carolina. There will be entertainment and breakout sessions that cover a BUNCH of topics. A
list of all sessions is on the PrimeTimers’ bulletin board. The conference runs from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. We’ll
leave the church parking lot at 7:30 a.m. and return by 4:30 p.m.. DON’T MISS THE FUN!!! For more
information, check out the Chowan website at https://www.chowan.edu/events/seniorfest-2019

Guardian Angels for the Month of March
Sunday, March 3rd
Sunday, March 10th
Sunday, March 17th
Sunday, March 24th
Sunday, March 31st

8:45 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Nancy Pelter, Barbara Bowling

11:00 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Gay & Chuck Weston

8:45 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Betty Hill, Pete Nicholson

11:00 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Susan & Ken Ruhf

8:45 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Carolyn & Brad Kaufman

11:00 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Jeanette Mosley, Janet Bates

8:45 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Janel & Chris English

11:00 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Robin & Mary Dale Pritchard

8:45 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Martha Smith, Tammy Hartman

11:00 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Elizabeth Johnson, Johanna Vargo

Exciting news for SPROUTS!
Beginning in March, SPROUTS (3 years old through 5th graders) will begin meeting once
monthly (on the first Sunday of the month) for SPROUTS SUPER SUNDAY. Each month
SROUTS will have a Super Sunday to gather and have fun, try something new, or just hang
out. Keep on the lookout for the monthly events. The March event: lunch and BOWLING!
Lunch in the FBC Dining Room at noon and then bowling from 1:00-2:30 p.m.
(For more information or with questions, call Chris at 586.0117.)

The 2018 shoebox collection numbers are in. Join us in praising God
for 8,801,607 shoebox gifts that were packed in the USA! That’s
8,801,607 more Gospel opportunities around the world! Please
continue to pray for each child receiving these gifts, that they will
feel God's love and experience the Good News and Great Joy of
Jesus Christ. And pray for their follow-up discipleship
program called The Greatest Journey.
Thank you FBC family for sharing God's blessings in
the 166 shoeboxes you packed and for so many
donations - monetary and goodies- to help others
pack the boxes.
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything
give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NKJV)
Photo: Operation Christmas Child boxes packed by SPROUTS

……………………

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The Prayer Shawl Ministry at First Baptist Church continues to create and distribute a
variety of items to our congregation, community, and around the world.
Many, many people in our congregation have received these comforting items over the
years. Some of the various organizations supported over the years have been The Hope
House, John Randolph Medical Center, Riverview on the Appomattox, The Pregnancy
Help Center of Chesterfield, MCV – PICU and NICU (now VCU), Massie Cancer
Center, Virginia Cancer Institute, the Harding Street Community Center, Operation
Christmas Child, the James House, as well as numerous mission trips to Nicaragua, Honduras, Haiti and Ukraine.
Shawls and lap robes continue to be delivered by this ministry to those dealing with health issues, bereavements,
and other crisis. Hats, scarves, and blankets are distributed to men, women, and children in the area as the
opportunities arise. We continue to support our two special projects: the high school blankets and the Sanctuary
Shawl projects. Each May we create and present high school graduates from FBC with special blankets in their
high school colors. The sanctuary shawls were created and placed in the sanctuary in 2012 for the congregation’s
comfort on Sunday mornings.
God continues to use this ministry to touch lives throughout the Tri-city area with his love and goodness. If you
would like to show your support to this organization, you can do so with a monetary donation designated as
“Prayer Shawl Ministry”. Your donation will be used to purchase yarns used for our special projects. (All other
items we create are paid for out of our own pockets.)
The ladies of this ministry not only enjoy the creativity of this project, we also enjoy the fellowship and
relationships that we share with one another. We have all been blessed by this ministry. If you have a passion for
serving God right where you are and knit and/or crochet (or would like to learn how) - come and join us in the
FBC parlor each Thursday afternoon from 1:00-3:00. We would love for you to come and be a part of this
ministry. You’ll be amazed at what God can do!
Any questions or inquiries regarding this ministry may be directed to Carol Starke at cbstarke@comcast.net or by
phone at 804-530-2156 or any member of this ministry.

WOMEN'S SPRING BIBLE STUDY
Our Spring Tuesday Morning Women's Bible Study, entitled The
Daniel Prayer: Move Heaven and Earth, will begin on March
19th and conclude on April 23rd (from 10:00 – 11:45 a.m.). This
6 week study by Anne Graham Lotz looks at the life of Daniel
and his prayer in Daniel 9, a prayer birthed under heartache,
grief, and desperation. (Workbooks will be available)

You don't want to miss this one!!
PLEASE COME AND BRING A FRIEND!!

Mission Opportunity
Downsizing, upgrading, or remodeling and getting rid of household
items (furniture, curtains, linens/blankets/bedding, dishes…)?
The Sober House will be opening in Hopewell on April 1st, and we are
trying to help furnish it – top to bottom. If you have possible donations,
please contact the church to see if they’re able to use your items.
Thanks for your support!
The Sober House is a residential branch of the City of Refuge
Rehabilitation Program. The Sober House will house individuals who have
completed training and are preparing for the next step of their lives.

WEE School Enrollment Now Open
WEE School enrollment for 3 & 4 year old classes is now open.
WEE students must have turned 3 or 4 by September 30th.
More information and the WEE School application are available on
the FBC website.
Don’t delay – classes will fill quickly!

