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THE RESILIENT CHURCH 

 

Last summer, could we have imagined what this summer would look like in 

our church, in our community, and in our world?  Who would think we 

would be adjusting our worship schedule and style in response to a virus?  

Yet here we are – and I must say I am extremely pleased with the FBC 

flexibility. 

 

Drive-in Worship at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays has been very well attended and 

has given us a new way to view the reality of Church as a group of people 

instead of a building.  Several have commented on how much they have 

learned to enjoy this format because of the informality and the ability to 

focus more intently because of the “isolation” in a private automobile.   

 

Walk-in Worship at 11:00 a.m. on Sundays just started last week, and the 

participants were excited to be back in the Sanctuary, a room designed and 

dedicated for the purpose of worship.  It was great to hear the piano and 

organ again and to be in the more familiar setting.  Granted conditions are 

different because of seating requirements, the presence of masks, and the 

slight adjustment to schedule, but in a world where things seem to be 

turning upside down, it is good to have the opportunity to return to some 

semblance of normalcy. 

 

Of course, we are streaming the service live (11:00) and are posting on 

Facebook (11:00) and the website (9:00).  So our worship services are 

available for all without even leaving your home or while you are away on 

vacation or visiting family.  Even after the Covid-19 modifications are no 

longer required, we will continue this extremely important opportunity. 

 

The only thing left to say is “Thank you!”  As the church tries to find ways 

to move forward and be effective in as many arenas as possible without 

changing our message, the congregation has been supportive and 

understanding.  Hopefully, some of these changes will allow us to grow in 

our appreciation for fellowship and the power of worship for years yet to 

come. 

 

See you (in some way!) on Sunday! 

 

Pastor Darrell 

 

 

June/July 2020 

 

  
 

 

 

Wednesday, July 1
st
 

Special Called Business Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
to be followed by Bible Study 

**see details on meeting in newsletter 

 

Wednesdays  
Adult Bible Study via ZOOM 6:00 p.m. 

Youth Group via ZOOM 7:30 p.m. 
 

Thursdays 

July 2
nd

 through August 27
th

 
Senior Bible Study led by Pastor Watts 

 

 

Sundays 
Drive-In Church 9:00 a.m. 

Walk-In Worship 11:00 a.m. 

Youth Sunday School via ZOOM 7:30 p.m. 
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From the Pastor 

Upcoming Events 

  



 

YOUTH & SPROUTS CORNER 

 
 

 

using wonderful material as the guide for discussion.  Copies of the materials will be provided either in 

hard copy or via email.  The invite to the Zoom connection is sent out on Saturday. 

 Youth Group kicked-off on April 1st at 7:30 p.m. using Zoom.  The theme for the last couple of 

months has been relationships and self-worth.  Invites are sent out on Tuesday with a copy of 

the talk sheet provided. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES:  This year we had three high schoolers: Connor 

Weston, Makayla Stark, and Grace Dennis; three undergraduates: Abby Segrest, Lauren Pelter, and 

Nathan Berry; and one graduate school: Eric Sutton.  Look for the short summaries and a photo of 

each graduate in this newsletter. 

SOMETHING TO PONDER: What follows is a lesson, titled “Hope Expressed”, I shared with the 

youth.  I thought based on our current challenges this might be something worthy to share. 

Stage Setter: A superstorm hit up in the northeast leaving many folks without a home.  Carey was one 

of those people affected and was shopping for her children at a thrift store.  A man approached and 

gave her a handful of $100 bills.  His words?  “Don’t give up hope.”  The moment changed her life 

forever; not because of the current needs, but because it filled her with hope when she had none left.  

The stranger?  A wealthy business man giving back to those in need. 

Consider: What does it look like when you’re filled with hope?  When hope is expressed, it looks like 

gratitude.  Sometimes it’s small acts of kindness; other times it’s big ones.  In Psalm 138, King David 

expresses his hope in God.  David resonates with gratitude. 

Some things just go together.  For example, you automatically close your eyes when you sneeze.  The 

reflexes involved in sneezing demand that you close your eyes.  In the same way, praise and gratitude 

automatically go together.  It is impossible to give praise to God without being grateful for God.  Just 

like in the move Elf where he explains his love and doesn’t care who knows it, David is not ashamed to 

share his feeling in his praise of God.  In verses 1-3, we see three elements of praise: 

1. Passion: David’s praise and thanks were expressed with all his heart.  He was emphatic. 

2. Openness: David was willing to expose his heart for God before anyone and everyone. 

3. Expression:  David engaged his whole being in his praise of God. 

What was David grateful for?  He was grateful for who God is and for what God has said.  He was 

thankful for God’s character and because God had revealed His character to His people.  We often 

assume that people know we’re grateful for them, but we need to express that gratitude.  Likewise,  

 SMALL GROUP STUDY:  Conducted using Zoom.  If you would 

like to add your youth to these opportunities please send their 

email address to Chris. 

 Sunday School is every Sunday at 7:30 p.m. using Zoom.  We 

started meeting on-line at the end of March.  We have been 

exploring questions from a study titled “Honest to God: Real 

Questions People Ask.”  This discussion went so well we 

expanded it for another six weeks.   Beginning June 28th, our 

sessions will be led by Raymond, Kim, and Phyllis for several weeks 



  
just like David’s example, we need to express our gratitude to God.  This in turn helps us keep 

everything in perspective and reminds us Who is the source of all we have. 

Let’s take a look at verses 4-6.  No matter how bad our day may be, someone would gladly trade his life 

for ours.  To another, our life seems to be like that of a king.  However, the wisest kings realize they 

serve One who is greater.  Kings and others in high positions can praise God because they recognize His 

glory.  The same can be said for those who may be at the opposite end of the spectrum.  God “takes 

note of the humble.”  Humility and lowliness have to do with the posture of the heart toward God.  But 

gratitude fades when you begin to take for granted what God has given or done in your life.  You might 

even think He owes those gifts to you.  You would then take on an entitlement attitude.  Whenever you 

feel entitled to have what you have, you can’t be grateful for it.  As long as you feel that what you 

have—or what you should have—is due you, you won’t be grateful to God. 

The final two verses 7-8 point to God’s protection.  When we’re being protected, we don’t usually notice 

it.  Every day parents protect their children in ways that go unnoticed by the children.  God continually 

protects us in ways we don’t notice.  David said in verse 7, “7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you 

preserve my life.”  There are two types of protection: During rescue someone carries you out of harm’s 

way, or keeps you out of harm’s way.  During equipping someone makes you strong enough to face 

obstacles.  The more we are aware of the gifts, opportunities, and protection God gives, the more 

grateful we become and the more naturally we praise Him.  The reality is that, no matter who we are or 

no matter what we’ve done, God’s kindness shines on us.  God’s mercy and His kindness is on us all.  God 

protected David from the wrath of his enemies.  David experienced God’s protection from both hostile 

nations and individual foes.  We face equally dangerous enemies such as greed, jealousy, and pride.  God 

works on our behalf against the forces of evil that lurk around us and the sinful desires within us. 

So, how can gratitude grounded in hope be part of your life? 

 Record it.  Make a list of what you are grateful for each day. 

 Say it.  Let others know you are grateful. 

 Share it.  Communicate your gratitude to God: a gift or an act of service. 

 
REFLECTIONS FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

 

It is exciting for me to be a part of the staff of First Baptist Church Hopewell. I have enjoyed attending 
and participating in the worship service with you during this past year. I am so looking forward to 
working with Pastor Boggs and the rest of our staff as we seek the mind of Christ for our church in the 
coming days. 

I am sure that many of you seniors are looking forward to getting back together soon for some 
fellowship and just being a part of each other’s lives. Hang in there! It will not be much longer. My 
office hours are Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursdays from around 9 AM to 2 PM. I would love to 
have you drop by as you feel comfortable or call me at the church office. You can also email me at 
dwatts1958@gmail.com. 

I look forward in the days and months ahead to getting to know all of you much better. As Pastor 
Boggs and Chris have mentioned, our best days are ahead of us. Life as we knew it may not come back 
in the same way as we had left it.   

We are beginning to think of new plans and events that we could be a part of in the months to come. If 
you have ideas please feel free to contact Brenda Reed myself and let us know what you think. 

David A. Watts 
Associate Pastor 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEVOLENCE QUARTERLY REPORT 

First Quarter 2020 
 

The Benevolence Team is working with those in need 

and continues to have generous financial support from 

our FBC members.  Your report for the first quarter of 

2020 is as follows: 

 Total Funds Received from Benevolence 

offerings - $4,138.52 

 Total Funds Disbursed from Benevolence funds 

- $1,868.06 

 Total Number of Families Assisted – 4 

 Total Number of Applicants - 9 
 

Please remember that if you know of someone in need and 

are willing to sponsor this person, direct him/her to the 

church office to complete an application for review by the 

Benevolence Team.  Our mission is to serve those in our 

church family as well as friends of church members.   

Due to the restrictions imposed as a result of COVID-

19, since April 1, 2020, the Team has accepted 

applications only from church members/attendees.  This 

will remain in effect until restrictions are lifted.  

Congregational Care Ministry 

Even while restrictions have been in place, your 

Congregational Care Ministry Teams have been 

working to minister to our church family.  There are 

great opportunities to minister to and care for our 

church family, and we’d love for you to be a part of 

it.  The Congregational Care Ministry team will be 

available as needed to make visits (once restrictions 

are lifted), offer meals, send cards, make calls, and 

greet our guests (among other things).  Please 

contact the Clint & Dot Strong or the church office 

if you’d like additional information about the team 

and the opportunities that it will offer.   
 

Members Currently Serving on Teams 
Congregational Care Ministry Team Leaders:               
Clint & Dot Strong 
Communications Team (sends cards/makes calls):                

Peggy Cooke (Team Leader), Clara Henderson, 

Brenda Carraway, Carol Starke, Kim Adams, Mattie 

Crockett, Betty Townes, Karen Willis 
Meals Team:  Peggy Henderson (Team Leader), 

Barbara Everett, Taylor Davis, Donna Hatfield, Dot 

Strong, Rose Suyes, Robin Pritchard, Becky Slagle, 

Janet Bates, Tricia Carden, Johanna Story, Ashley Reid 
Prayer Team:  Brenda Reid (Team Leader), Doris 

Blevins, Mattie Crockett, Herman Henderson, 

Jeannie Lubman, Patti Powell 
**While prayer is always an important 

responsibility for each of us, during times such as 

these we are even more mindful of the importance 

of prayer for us as a country.  The Prayer Team 

continues to pray for everyone in the Weekly Prayer 

Guide along with other requests that are submitted 

to the Team.  If anyone would like to be a part of the 

Prayer Team, please contact Brenda Reid or the 

church office.   
 

FBC Kids:  Are you missing out on church?  Would 
you like to receive a Children’s Bulletin “Vacation 

Pack” sent directly to you? 
We have a variety of Children’s Bulletins available to 
help get you through this time away from church.  
The bulletin is full of games, puzzles, word searches, 
dot-to-dots, and other fun ways to learn about God, 
Jesus, and the Bible.   
If you’d like to receive a packet by mail, just contact 
the church office by phone or email and let us know 
who to send it to and how old you are.   Then when 
you’re done, let us know and we’ll send you some 
more.  A great way to learn about God and the Bible 
and have fun at the same time! 
 

 

                                           Thank you, FBC, for contributing                     
                                           to the 7,655 shoeboxes collected  
                                           in the Greater Petersburg area  
                                          last November.  Globally, over 10  

million children received gifts.  At this time, we may not be 
able to shop in stores for 202 boxes, but we can pray for 
children around the world to know the love of their 
Heavenly Father.   

~ Raymond & Patti Powell 
 

SPECIAL CALLED BUSINESS MEETING 

The Trustees of First Baptist Church have requested a 
special called business meeting for Wednesday, July 1, 
6:00 p.m. (at the very beginning of the Bible Study 
time).  The purpose of the meeting is to vote on the 
Trustees’ proposal to sell two of the properties 
currently owned by the church. 

A link to the meeting/Bible Study will be sent out 
ahead of time.   



Honoring and Celebrating the Class of 2020 

 
 

Eric Sutton 

Eric received his Master’s in Education concentrating in Policy and Leadership from American University in 

Washington, DC.  He is seeking employment with the Department of Education or the District of Columbia 

Public Schools.  Eric is the son of Chris and Pam Sutton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lauren Pelter 

Lauren graduated from Virginia State University with a degree Social Work.  She is continuing her education 

in pursuit of Master's in Social Work program at the University of Southern California (USC).  Lauren is the 

daughter of Robert and Fredda Pelter and the granddaughter of Nancy Pelter. 
 

Grace Dennis 

Grace graduated from Tidewater Academy, a private school she was blessed 

to attend at her step-father’s urging prior to his passing way.  While at 

Tidewater she played volleyball and worked on the yearbook committee.  

She is considering pursuing a career in therapy with animals (for ex., to help 

people with PTSD).  She is taking a year off from school and preparing 

herself for her next great endeavor.  Grace is the daughter of Valerie Shaw 

and granddaughter of Frankie and Hugh Fuller. 

 

Abby Segrest 

Abby graduated from Radford University with a Bachelors in Business 

Administration concentrating in Marketing and Management. She was a Resident 

Assistant for 3 years and a QUEST orientation leader. She was the Student 

Convocation speaker and also represented Radford University at SCHEV (State 

Council of Higher Education for Virginia). Abby hopes to find a job in the marketing 

field. Her favorite verse is Proverbs 31:25, “She is clothed with strength and dignity; 

she can laugh at the days to come.”  She is the daughter of Tony and Sonita Segrest. 

 

Nathan K. Berry 

Nathan graduated from the University of Virginia with a Bachelor’s of Science 

in in Commerce with concentrations in Finance and Information Technology.  

His degree conferred with Distinction.  Honors: Raven Society, Echols Scholar, 

and Beta Gamma Sigma.  His future plan is an Investment Banking Analyst at 

JP Morgan Chase & Co. in New York.  He is the son of Larry and Marie Berry. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

                

  

                  
 

 

               

  

   
                                

Congratulations to our 2020 graduates! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Makala Starks 

Makala graduated from Hopewell High School.  During her years at 

HHS she enjoyed participating in the choir.  She plans attend John 

Tyler Community College and then transfer to William and Mary 

focusing on law with the goal of attending law school.  Makala is the 

daughter of Bernita Jones and the grand-niece of Mattie Crockett. 

 

Connor Weston 

Connor graduated from Thomas Dale High School.  He 

finished with a 4.0 GPA.  He enjoyed participating on the 

soccer and swim teams each year.  In the fall, he will attend 

Virginia Tech pursuing a degree in Business.  Connor is the 

son of Chris and Carrie Weston and the grandson of Chuck 

and Gay Weston. 

 

Easter Hydrangeas 
In Loving Memory of: 

Jerry Allen Davis by John, Taylor, & Brody Davis 

Owen and Alice Walker by Andy and Joyce Pawlowski 

Our Parents by Douglas and Linda Stokes 

Our parents, Harold & Marie England by Children, Grandchildren, & Greatgranddaughters 

Our parents & son, Christopher by Woody & Carolyn Whitlock 

Our Parents by Becky and Jim Slagle 

Our parents, Doug & Rosemary Pritchard and William & Doris Adkisson by Doug and Mary Pritchard & 

family 

Mother Ok Soon Lee by Yong S. Bebout 

James and Juanita Hayes by Jim and Diana Hayes and family 

Jack and Barbara Horsman by Jim and Diana Hayes and family 

Grandma, Edna Clark by Brenda 

All my loved ones by Teresa Elaine Bagshaw 

Otis & Gladys Berry and David & Rita Berry by Jean, Dennis & Toni, Larry & Marie and families 

Jerry Andrs, Husband, Dad, & Grandad by Gloria & Family 

Robert & France Swift by The Swift Family 

 

In Honor of: 

Our Grandaughter – Bronwyn Stokes by Douglas and Linda Stokes 

Our Mom, Gloria Andrs ~ We love you – Dean, Allen, Brenda, Clark 

 

 

 



 

WORD OF CAUTION 
Last week a large branch fell off of a tree in front of the sliding glass 
doors.  Until the trees can be inspected, please use caution when parking or 
walking near the trees.  

 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY FOR SENIORS 
Pastor Watts will begin a ZOOM Bible Study for seniors and anyone else interested 
on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. beginning on July 2nd.  The subject will be 
Discipleship.  The ZOOM class will run through August 27th.  To receive a 
ZOOM invitation, please be in touch with Brenda Reid at gramreid3@gmail.com. 

  
 

  

 
 

 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 
Tithes & offerings can be mailed to the church (401 N. 2nd Avenue) or dropped off in our secure mailbox 

(outside the church by the church office).  Mail is retrieved on a regular basis and deposits are being made 

weekly.   Thank you to those who are continuing to faithfully support the church even while we can't physically 

meet! 
If you are making regular donations to the church (weekly, monthly, check/cash...), you are encouraged to use 

offering envelopes to assist in weekly counts and more importantly so that your donation is accurately 

recorded.  If you are in need of offering envelopes, please contact the church office. 
 

 

 

 

Facebook page for streaming of Worship Service:  FBC Hopewell Ministries 

 

Blessing box 

 

Several months ago a Blessing Box was placed in the alley behind FBC as an 
Eagle Scout project.  The purpose of the box is to serve as a blessing to those in 
need.  On any given day you could find a variety items such as canned goods, 
granola bars, cereal, hygiene products, and paper products such as toilet paper.  
At times you may find reading material.  During the colder months you may find 
hats, scarves, gloves, or hand warmers.  Many times you’ll find the box empty 
because there are so many in need of blessings during times like we’re going 
through now.   

If you find yourself blessed and would like to pass those blessings along, please 
consider placing an item or two in the Blessing Box.  In turn, you will be greatly 
blessed! 

If you have any questions about the box or the types of items that are needed, 
please talk to Pastor Boggs. 

 


