
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Baptist Church of Hopewell 

401 N. Second Avenue 

Hopewell, VA  23860 

 

804-458-2752 

 

Website: fbchopewell.church 

Email:     info@fbchopewell.church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 

and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 



 

 

 

 

 

LIVING BEYOND OUR FEARS 

Wednesday Evenings, 6:00 p.m. 

 

“Let me say at the outset that there is no way to live without fear.  

Nevertheless, it is possible to live beyond fear.  Even those of us who 

have faith and who trust in God are going to find ourselves in scary 

situations.  We need to learn to appropriate for our lives the 

reassurance of those words the Lord repeats so often in the Gospels, 

‘Don’t be afraid.  Fear not.’” 
 

These words from pastor/counselor/author Bruce Larson set the stage 

for looking into the basic fears we have and how to keep them from 

stealing the joy in our lives.  Fear can cripple us emotionally and 

spiritually unless we deal effectively with those things that hold us back.  

I think this study can be humorous and light-hearted, as well as 

insightful and freeing. 
 

On Wednesday evenings during much of the summer, beginning June 9, 

we will be examining Living Beyond Our Fears.  We will begin as a 

ZOOM class and will see what the summer holds before we consider in-

person Wednesday evening meetings.   
 

So please mark your calendars and join us for this study and prayer 

time each week!  Come on!  Don’t be afraid!  Fear not! 
 

See you Sunday! 
 

Pastor Darrell 
 

 

June 2021 

 

  
 

Sunday, June 6th 

Graduate Recognition Sunday 

 

Wednesday, June 9th 

Trip to Virginia War Memorial 
 

· · · · · · · · · · · 
 

Tuesdays 
Prayer Group via ZOOM 10:00 a.m. 

 

Wednesdays  
Adult Bible Study via ZOOM 6:00 p.m. 

College & Career Bible Study 7:30 p.m. 

Sanctuary Choir Practice 7:30 p.m. 

 

Thursdays 
Bible Study led by Pastor Watts 6:30 p.m. 

 

Sundays 
Drive-In Church 9:00 a.m. 

(in case of inclement weather – in gym) 

In-Person Sunday School 9:45/10:00 a.m. 

Walk-In Worship 11:00 a.m. 

· · · · · · · · · · · 
Mark Your Calendar 

 

July 11th 

Church Council 
 

July 14th 

Quarterly Business Meeting 
 

July 18th 

Deacon Meeting 
 

Saturday, August 28th 
Trip to Museum of the Bible 

From the Pastor 

Upcoming Events 

  

 

“Like” us on Facebook:  First Baptist Church of Hopewell, Virginia 

 

Have you checked us out lately? 
 

On the Web:   

fbchopewell.church 
 

 On Facebook:   

First Baptist Church of Hopewell, Virginia 
 

On YouTube:   

First Baptist Church of Hopewell 

 



SPROUTS – YOUTH – YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRIES CORNER 
 

 

have made a very significant impact on my life.  It was during their freshman year of high school that 

we came to be.  I was newly minted as the youth group leader, with a charge of healing, spiritual 

growth, and a rekindling of trust.  This group of nine, were NOT afraid to speak their mind, ask 

questions, or make suggestions on moving forward.  They became very tight, supporting each other, 

and developing a bond that carries through the years.  Some became worship leaders with our Praise 

Team.  Some were the heavy-lifters on mission trips.  Some came to understand the importance of 

prayer.  Some realized the changes in their hearts and accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  

Through these four years they have been engaged, committed, and demonstrated they understand 

LOVE GOD, LOVE OTHERS, MAKE DISCIPLES, SERVE OTHERS.  May God continue to grow in their 

heart as they travel on their spiritual journey. 

Reminder: Youth Sunday School is at 10 a.m. in the respective classrooms. 

  Sprouts-aged Sunday School is at 10 a.m. and meets by the sliding glass doors. 

  College/Career Bible Study continues via Zoom on Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 

Stay tuned for future events. 

 

Graduate Recognition Sunday is June 6th and our honorees will be 

acknowledged at both services.  Look for the summaries and pictures 

of our high school and college graduates in a special section of this 

newsletter. 

That was a quick four years.  I would like to take a moment to 

address our nine high school graduates.  They are a special group who 

have made a very significant impact on my life.  It was during their  

Museum of the Bible Trip Being Planned 
 

Join FBCH for a day of fellowship and exploration as we travel to Washington, D.C. on Saturday, August 
28th to see exhibits on the history, the stories, and the impact of the Bible along with several special 
exhibits currently on display.  So spread the word, invite your friends, & let us know you’ll be joining us! 
 

Tentative schedule is below, and the cost of the trip is not final (pending # going), but we are trying to 
keep the cost under $50 to include transportation on a chartered passenger motor coach and museum 
admission.   Meals are not included (see below for on-site dining lunch options or bring your own lunch; 
we’re looking at stopping on the way back for supper). 

Bus departs FBC at 7:00 a.m. 

Depart Museum/Stop on way back for Supper 
Arrival back at FBC no later than 7:30 p.m. 

 

Interested in going?  Contact the church office no later than Wednesday, June 16th so that we can make firm 
plans and finalize costs.  Registration forms will follow with money due by July 8th.   

 

Trip to The Virginia War Memorial 

It’s not too late to join in on the trip to The Virginia War Memorial in 
Richmond this coming Wednesday, May 9th.    Our own Jon Hatfield, who 
previously served as Executive Director of the Memorial, will be our tour 
guide.  There is no cost for the trip.  The FBC bus will leave the church at 
10:30 a.m. with an anticipated return between 1:30 & 2:00 p.m.  Please 
contact the church office asap to reserve you spot on the bus or to let us 
know that you’ll be meeting the group there. 



  

REFLECTIONS FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 

Senior Ministries have gotten a new burst of energy with the changing of the weather and 
vaccinations for COVID 19. The mask mandate has been relaxed and people are smiling 
everywhere. Our Bible Study continues to be a big hit on Thursday Evenings. We have just 
completed our study based on John Macarthur’s book, Twelve Extraordinary Women.  It was a 
real informative study of some of the extraordinary women of the Bible.  In fact, our folks enjoyed 
the study so much we have just begun a new study of Dr. MacArthur’s first book in this series, 
Twelve Ordinary Men. This is a study of the Twelve Apostles.  

Our hopes of a few trips this year are on the books and sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board. 
On Wednesday, June 9th we take our first trip to the Virginia War Memorial in Richmond.  We 
are so pleased to have Mr. Jon Hatfield lead our tour of this place.  We are also looking at 
returning to the Museum of the Bible on August 28th.  Please sign up for these exciting trips we 
have planned this summer. I have been excited to see several of our seniors come out and take part 
in our Church Prayer Walks.  Prayer is vital to every church and with the events ahead of us, we 
need God’s blessing. Also, I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to our prayer Zoom 
each Tuesday morning at 10 a.m.  You do not have to pray, just be there and agree as we pray. 
Remember the Lord tells us where two or three are gathered together in His name, He is there 
(Matthew 18.20). Our attendance for the May 18th event was low, but we prayed for the ministries 
of our church.  We also went to R Garland Dodd park for lunch following our time of prayer. 

I am very excited about our Sunday Missionary Moments which began on Sunday, January 10th.  
Pastor Boggs has asked us to have Missionary Moments each second Sunday during the year. The 
May Missions Moments was really special as the Fuller family took part. Geoff is a Military 
Chaplain and is indorsed by the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. Thank you to all who have 
participated and to those who will be involved in the days to come.  

Pray about your involvement in our Missionary Moments project. If you are interested in this new 
ministry, Contact Pastor Watts either at the church office or at dwatts1958@gmail.com. 
 

David A. Watts 
Associate Pastor 
 

NEW FBC EMAIL SERVICE 

 

FBC has recently started using a new email service to send mass emails (including the Weekly Prayer 
Guide & Announcements, Wednesday Night Bible Study, ZOOM Bible Study with Rev. Watts, monthly 
newsletter, and other timely or weather-related announcements) to FBC family and friends.  You will likely 
see only a few differences between our old service and the new - such as the way you access an attachment 
looks different (a button to click vs. seeing the pdf attached at the top of the email), BUT with this new 
service, there is a place at the bottom where you can "unsubscribe from this list."   

Unless your intention is to receive NO emails from the church, please DO NOT UNSUBSCRIBE from the list. 
  

Unfortunately, we are not set up to allow you to opt in to receive only certain/select emails.  If you want 
to receive any emails, you will get them all. 

If you have already unsubscribed or in the future unsubscribe and would like to be added back to the 
mailing list, please be in touch with the church office via email or phone so that we can begin the process 
to add you back in. 

 

mailto:dwatts1958@gmail.com


                     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

                 

                     

                     

 
 

 

 
                       

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 

Congregational Care Ministry 

Your Congregational Care Ministry teams remain 
hard at work.  During the month of May, the 
Communications Team sent 65 cards, 53 texts, 
and made 65 telephone calls totaling 124 
contacts; the Meals team delivered 2 meals to 
those in need; the Prayer Team continues to 
meet weekly via ZOOM and had a prayer walk at 
FBC; and the Visiting Team is making limited 
visits and distributing blankets made by the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry.   
 

Members Currently Serving on Teams 
Congregational Care Ministry Team Leaders:               
Clint & Dot Strong 
Communications Team (sends cards/makes calls):                
Peggy Cooke (Team Leader), Brenda Carraway, 
Carol Starke, Kim Adams, Mattie Crockett, Betty 
Townes, Elizabeth Johnson 
Meals Team:  Peggy Henderson (Team Leader), 
Barbara Everett, Taylor Davis, Donna Hatfield, Dot 
Strong, Robin Pritchard, Becky Slagle, Janet Bates, 
Tricia Carden, Johanna Story, Ashley Reid 
Prayer Team:  Brenda Reid (Team Leader), Doris 
Blevins, Mattie Crockett, Herman Henderson, 
Jeannie Lubman, Patti Powell 
**While prayer is always an important 
responsibility for each of us, during times such as 
these we are even more mindful of the 
importance of prayer for us as a country.  The 
Prayer Team continues to pray for everyone in 
the Weekly Prayer Guide along with other 
requests that are submitted to the Team.  If 
anyone would like to be a part of the Prayer 
Team, please contact Brenda Reid or the church 
office. 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

If you’re not able to attend a service on Sunday morning, tithes & offerings can be made through the 

church website (fbchopewell.church), mailed to the church (401 N. 2nd Avenue) or dropped off in our 

secure (locked) mailbox (outside the church by the church office).  Mail is retrieved daily, and deposits 

are being made weekly.  Thank you to those who are continuing to faithfully support First Baptist! 

If you are making regular donations to the church (weekly, monthly, check/cash…), you are encouraged 

to use offering envelopes to assist in weekly counts and, more importantly, so that your donation is 

accurately recorded.  If you are in need of offering envelopes, please contact the church office. 

 

We are on our way to shoe box packing in the 
fall, thanks to some donations received in May 
from our kind hearted FBC family!  June is the 
kickoff to summer in Virginia and outdoor fun 
starts.  June donations could be sunglasses, 
jump ropes, small toy boats, hair 
bands/scrunchies, size small/medium 
boys/girls t-shirts/shorts or pants, little 
stuffed animals (perhaps clearance Easter 
bunnies or beach animals, teddy bears, etc.)  I 
will happily take donations of any kind for the 
shoe box packing.  Donated items can be left in 
the Conference Room or church office (please 
mark the bag for OCC).  On average, a decision 
to follow Christ is made for every 5 shoe boxes; 
we are reaching the world in these small gifts 
of God's love.  - Patti Powell 
 

As we head into a busy gift-giving season 

(Father’s Day, graduations, weddings…), 

please don’t forget to use AmazonSmile when 

shopping on Amazon to benefit FBC.  This is a 

great – and easy – way to make your gift even 

more special.  just remember to use AmazonSmile 

(smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0698626) for every 

purchase! 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=292CCE6PCVE9O&K=23N7DKBEW3Z1D&M=urn:rtn:msg:201810291301489dbac4e12f4b4b0594e6b3c5de10p0na&R=1BYPOHS3C8SQU&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F54-0698626%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_366090100&H=TAQNRBKPJLCOOVD2D7NMXUARS0MA&ref_=pe_732550_366090100


 

Missionary Moments 
 

This month we will be introduced to two sets of missionaries – both serving Kampala, Uganda.   

Missy Ward-Angalla serves along with her husband Francis as directors of Amani 
Sasa Ministries which ministers to vulnerable and at-risk refugees from more than 
six different countries.   

Jade & Shelah Acker are committed to doing holistic ministry through Refuge and 
Hope International, an organization they operate and began in 2004.  This 
organization serves the urban refugee community in 
Kampala. 

Please add these missionaries, their families, and 
the organizations they work with to your prayer list as you continue to pray 
for those missionaries we’ve met over the past few months.   

If you’d like a quick, visual reference on where these missionaries are serving, 
stop by our Missionary Moments bulletin board located near Pastor Boggs’ 
office.  Each month the missionaries of the month are added to our global map.   

 

             

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Blessing box 

As the seasons change and we find ourselves “officially” in summer, we have much to be thankful for!  Don’t forget 
those in need who could benefit from the  BLESSING BOX located out behind FBC in the alley.  The purpose of 
the box is to serve as a blessing to those in need.  On any given day you could find a variety items such as loaf of 
bread, peanut butter, canned goods, granola bars, cereal, hygiene products, socks, and paper products such as 
toilet paper.  At times you may find reading material.  Often you’ll find the box empty because there are so many 
in need of blessings during times like we’re going through now.   

If you find yourself blessed and would like to pass those blessings along, please consider placing an item or 
two in the Blessing Box.  In turn, you will be greatly blessed! 

Francis & Missy Angalla 
Kampala, Uganda 

Jade & Shelah Acker & family 
Kampala, Uganda 

WALK THROUGH BETHLEHEM PROGRESS 

 

 
It may seem strange to be considering Walk Through Bethlehem in June, but it is necessary to 

coordinate all the moving parts for this year’s Christmas Festival format at Red Barn Farm where 

Walk through Bethlehem will be the centerpiece.  The original estimates were set around 6,000 in 

attendance, but that number has jumped dramatically as word gets out about this unique experience.  

We are excited about the possibilities of attracting a crowd that may not have ever entered the doors 

of any church, not just ours, for a Christmas experience.  We take the experience to them! 
 

As you hear from week to week, we need hundreds of volunteers to make this ministry work as it 

could.  So if you have come time to donate on Friday, Saturday or Sunday – December 10, 11, 12, 17, 

18, or 19 – we would love to have you be a part of telling the great story while surrounded with 

animals, costumes, vendors, music, and so much more. 
 

Some Sundays there will be inserts in the bulletins to give you a chance to volunteer.  But forms are 

already available at the church or online to let us know of your interest.  And frankly, we need all the 

help we can get to make this the most significant Christmas event in this area of Virginia.  We are well 

on our way and things are shaping up nicely.  So jump on board and take a part in showing the truth 

about Emmanuel, God with us! 



 

Honoring and Celebrating the Class of 2021 

 
 

 

Ryan Austin Carden graduated from Richard Bland College with his Associates Degree 

on May 20th (at the age of 17) and will graduate from Prince George High School on 

June 17th.  Ryan plans to attend Christopher Newport University in the fall as a junior 

majoring in Electrical Engineering. When you ask Ryan what Bible verse comes to mind 

and leads him daily, he says Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me.” 

 
 

Emma Davis will be graduating from Maggie L. Walker Governor’s School for Government 

and International Studies in Richmond, Virginia. She will be attending the University of Tampa 

fall 2021 hoping to double major in Marine Biology and Marine Chemistry and minor in 

Marketing. Emma was Varsity volleyball captain this past year having played five years. She 

also was an all-star cheerleader for 12 years and hopes to participate in these club sports in 

college. She was also president and founder of Students Against Climate Change and has 

organized two school-wide climate strikes. Emma's favorite Bible verse is Romans 8:38-39. 

"For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present 

nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 

be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 

Grant English will be graduating from Hopewell High School. He ran cross 

country for five years and was captain his senior year. He also played on the 

soccer team for four years – it would have been five if it weren’t for COVID.  

Grant will be furthering his education by exploring different trades in the 

future. 

 

 
Daisy Finch is graduating with an advanced diploma from Thomas Dale High 

School.  Daisy loves theater and is a member of the high school’s Specialty Center for 

the Arts.  She is also a member of the National Honor Society and Beta Club.  She will 

be attending Hollins University in the fall majoring in psychology with ambition to be a 

children's counselor someday.  Daisy’s favorite Bible verse is Joshua 1:9, “Have I not 

commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, 

for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

 



 

 

Caroline Wetherington Frink will be graduating from West End Christian School.  She 

played on the Varsity Volleyball team for seven years and was voted MVP of the league 

in 2018.  Caroline served as President of the Student Government Association this year 

and played on the varsity basketball team.  She was Head of the House of Knox for the 

past two years as well as serving on the Yearbook Committee.  She is a member of the 

National Honor Society and is Salutatorian of her class. Caroline has been an active 

member of First Baptist Church through participation in youth group as well as singing 

with the Praise Team.  Her favorite Bible verse is Philippians 4:6-7.  "Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding 

will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus."  Caroline will be attending Radford 

University in the fall to pursue a degree in nursing.   

 

 

Mykaela Janelle Minor is graduating from Appomattox Regional Governor's School as a 

vocal music major.  She is a member of the National Honor Society and President of the Tri-

M Music Honor Society.  Mykaela has been a member of Dragon Scales, ARGS' nationally 

recognized a cappella group for three years and served as publicity chair and Vice President 

of the group.  She plans to attend Virginia Tech in the fall majoring in Finance.  Her favorite 

Bible verse is “God is within her; she will not fall; God will help her at the break of day” 

Psalm 46:5. 
 

 

 

 

 

Landon Mullins will be graduating from Thomas Dale High School.  He was 

on the school JV Baseball team.  His junior year he got into the Electrical 

Program at the Tech Center.  He has worked his senior year getting his 

apprenticeship with Master Electrical.  After graduation, he will continue 

working towards his Journeyman's card through Master Electrical.  Landon’s 

favorite Bible verse is Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    Maggie Reid is graduating with honors from Thomas Dale High School Specialty Center for 

the Arts. For the past four years, she has been a member of the all-girls show choir 

“Knightingales” and the mixed show choir “Knight Scene” where she has served as vocal 

captain for the past two years. She is also a member of the Honors Chamber chorus and the 

all-girls A cappella group “Meladies”.  Maggie will be attending Christopher Newport 

University this fall where she plans to major in Communications.  Her favorite Bible verse is 

“Above all, love each other deeply, because   love covers over a multitude of sins” 1 Peter 4:8. 

 



 

 

Camden Weston will graduate from Thomas Dale High School on June 11th.  He was 

on Thomas Dale’s varsity baseball team and swim team for four years, and he was a 

member of the Captain’s Council for two years.  In the fall, he plans to attend The 

Apprentice School in Newport News, where he will train and work in the welding 

field.  He will also play baseball for the Builders.  Camden’s favorite Bible verse is 

Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  

 

 

 

 

Dylan Nicholas Carden graduated from Randolph Macon College in only 3 years with a 

Bachelor’s of Science degree in Environmental Studies on May 23rd.  Dylan has accepted 

a full-time position with Smithfield Foods in Waverly, VA as an Environmental 

Specialist.  A verse that represents Dylan is Proverbs 3:5 “Trust in the LORD with all 

your heart and lean not on your own understanding.” 

 
 

 

Hunter Thomas Carden graduated from Randolph Macon College on May 23rd with a 

Bachelor’s of Science degree in Engineering Physics in only 3 years.  Hunter has accepted 

a full-time position with Service Center Metals in Prince George, VA starting in July.  This 

Bible verse represents Hunter:  Jeremiah 29:11 “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ 

declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 

a future.” 

 

 

 

Kristen English graduated Magna Cum Laude from the College of Liberal Arts and Human 

Sciences at Virginia Tech.  She received a Bachelor of Science in Apparel, Housing, and 

Resource Management, Residential Environments and Design with minors in Consumer 

Studies and Forestry.   She participated in the club swim team while at Virginia Tech.  She 

also found a church home with New Life Christian Fellowship Church.  She is currently 

pursuing a career in the housing design industry. 

 

Congratulations to our 2021 graduates! 
 

 


