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BACK TO NORMAL? 

 

Over the last few weeks we have witnessed the lifting of many COVID-

related restrictions here in Virginia.  At First Baptist we are ready to return 

to some degree of “normal” as soon as possible.  Effective immediately, our 

COVID-related restrictions are lifted.  There is no requirement for masks to 

be worn or seating to be spaced six feet apart, etc.  However, we still 

strongly urge each individual to take responsibility for his/her own health 

and use personal wisdom in decisions regarding relating to others. 

 

So, our 9:00 a.m. worship time will move from the parking lot and into the 

gym.  I know that is a tough call for us since so many really enjoy the 

informality that the parking lot service offers.  But the wear and tear on 

equipment, staff, and volunteers is too costly to maintain throughout the 

summer.  We will be going outside on occasion (like the July 25 Praise 

Concert and Ice Cream Social), but the gym has been upgraded to provide a 

quality worship experience.  If you are an early service attender, I hope you 

will give this a try.  I think you will like what you see. 

 

For the 11:00 a.m. service, the seating barriers have been removed and the 

service order is returning to its previous setting, with bulletins, hymnals, 

choir, etc.  I hope the familiarity of the return will make the 11:00 a.m. 

service attenders feel welcome and inspired to bring friends into our 

beautiful sanctuary. 

 

Programs and special events are being placed on the calendar, so be sure to 

stay in touch through the website or other means to find the opportunities 

for fellowship and ministry in the days ahead. 

 

Many researchers have suggested that we will never see the exact picture of 

what pre-pandemic church looked like, and that is not necessarily a bad 

thing.  We have been reminded of what is important to us; now let’s treasure 

that and celebrate our new “normal” as a family of faith. 

 

See you Sunday! 
 

Pastor Darrell  

 

 

July 2021 

 

  
 

Sunday, July 4th 

Grand Re-opening of FBC Library 
 

Sunday, July 11th 

Church Council 5:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, July 14th 

Quarterly Business Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, July 18th 

Deacon Meeting 2:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, July 25th 

Praise Team Musical Concert & 

Ice Cream Fellowship 6:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, July 28th 

Senior Friends Luncheon 11:30 a.m. 
 

· · · · · · · · · · · 
 

Tuesdays 
Prayer Group via ZOOM 10:00 a.m. 

 

Wednesdays  
Adult Bible Study via ZOOM 6:00 p.m. 

College & Career Bible Study 7:30 p.m. 
 

Thursdays 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 1:00 p.m. 

Bible Study led by Pastor Watts 6:30 p.m. 
 

Sundays 
The Gathering 9:00 a.m. (Gym) 

Sunday School 9:45/10:00 a.m. 

Traditional Worship 11:00 a.m. (Sanctuary) 

· · · · · · · · · · · 
Mark Your Calendar 

 
 

Saturday, August 28th 

Trip to Museum of the Bible 

From the Pastor 

Upcoming Events 

  

Praise Team Musical Concert 
& Ice Cream Fellowship 

Sunday, July 25th at 6:30 p.m. 
Upper Parking Lot (in Gym if inclement weather) 

 



SPROUTS – YOUTH – YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRIES CORNER 
 

 
 

 

I took pause to this comment and responded, “Where do I recruit for youth?”  Then we explored the 

numbers for kindergarteners through fifth grade, and it doesn’t get real encouraging.  We currently have 

a combined Sunday School class for these six grades and attendance is five on a good Sunday.  We have 

toddlers and babies, but no nursery and we need one. 

 

I did some research over the last couple of weeks to find out what the experts were finding.  I looked 

at research from the Pew Research, Barna Group, American Enterprise, and Carey Nieuwhof.  The 

research depicts that four in ten Americans between the ages of 23 and 38 now say they are 

religiously unaffiliated.  This is the biggest drop between generations ever recorded.  This significant 

decline is found in mainline Protestant bodies and evangelical churches and continues to trend 

downward.  Please note:  this is where we would find parents of babies, toddlers, and elementary-aged 

students. 

 

We often overlook church attendance of 20-somethings and 30-somethings because they are in college, 

beginning careers, on their own, and so forth.  We’ve had the mindset that they will return when they have a 

life event such as marriage or having children.  Unfortunately, the current 23 – 38 age group known as 

Millennials are bucking the trend.  They aren’t coming back to church like previous generations.  Research 

depicts three main reasons for this current trend.  First, many young adults today never had strong religious 

ties to begin with.  Their parents didn’t attend regularly and subsequently weren’t raised with God at the 

center of their lives.  Second, those who have dropped out or left the church married a spouse who was not 

religious.  For obvious reasons, this makes them less likely to go through the effort of making it to Sunday 

services.  Finally, Millennial church dropouts are unlikely to view religion as a necessary part of teaching their 

own children morality. 

 

If we look around our congregation, you should note the number of Millennials on any given Sunday is 

usually no more than five.  However, there are nearly an additional twenty-five in this age group that are 

still in this area and to the best of my knowledge do not attend any church to include ours.  There was a 

constant connection to this group for five years with weekly devotions and updates on the happenings in 

our church family.  It appears this contact did not aid in the return to church.  However, the good news, 

there are a small number who have reconnected and meet regularly to figure out a way ahead.  They 

visited other named churches in the area and didn’t like the showy service, the loud music, the thin 

message, and the lack of community.  The Millennials want relationships that count.  They want your time, 

your heart, and your attention.  They want to connect and become a community.  As a community they want 

to love others, serve others, connect and grow together.  In short, they want others their age to connect 

with and form their community.   
(continued on next page) 

 Where Are All the Young People? 

Graduation season is over and with that one-third of our youth group 

aged students are moving on to the next chapter in their lives.  What’s 

even more telling, the graduates were fifty percent of our active youth 

group aged students.  The youth group is considerably smaller and only 

two SPROUTS will age into the youth group.  I shared this information 

with others and was advised that we need to start recruiting.   



  

REFLECTIONS FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 

Senior Ministries are moving forward as the summer comes upon us. The mask mandate has been 
relaxed, and it is a joy to see the smiling faces. Our Bible Study continues to be a big hit on 
Thursday Evenings. We are enjoying our study based on John Macarthur’s book, Twelve Ordinary 
Men.  It is a great study of the Twelve men that made up the Apostles that walked with Jesus and 
then carried the message of Christ throughout the world. How many times have we heard that the 
Twelve were just ordinary men that were called by Jesus to accomplish an extraordinary task. We 
invite you to join us for this study on Thursday evenings.  
 

We had a wonderful trip to the Virginia War Memorial, which was led by Jon Hatfield. He made 
it very special to us as I know it was very dear to his heart. Our next outing for the Seniors will be 
on Wednesday, July 28th when we come together for a special lunch at Cesare’s Ristorante (13301 
Rivers Bend Boulevard) for lunch. We will have the sign-up sheet on the board very soon for this 
event. All are excited as August 28th approaches, and we make our way up to the Museum of the 
Bible in Washington, DC. The best part of the trip, no driving as we have secured a 55-passenger 
bus for our journey. We have around 40 people signed up thus far. There are still a few seats 
available so get the word out. 
 

Prayer is vital to every church and with the events ahead of us, we need God’s blessing. I would 
like to take this opportunity to invite you to our prayer Zoom each Tuesday morning at 10 a.m.  
You do not have to pray, just be there and agree as we pray. If you are not able to attend, why not 
take a moment around the 10:00 a.m. time to lift up the ministries of our church. 
 

Thank you so much for those of you who have participated in our Sunday Missionary Moments.  
Remember to keep your prayer card in your Bible and pray for our missionaries throughout the 
month. Would you consider being a part of our Missionary Moments project? If you are interested 
in this new ministry, contact me either at the church office (458-2752) or at 
dwatts1958@gmail.com. We still have a few dates open. 
 

David A. Watts 
Associate Pastor 

(“Where Are All the Young People?” continued) 

I’ve asked this question to this age group:  If you could design a church for your generation, what 

would it look like?  Their response, REAL!  They want authenticity, integrity, transparency, honesty, 

grace, and truth.  They want a little Jesus, scripture to focus on, and most importantly, ‘how to use it 

everyday in the world they live.’  They want to live it in their work life, with their friends, in their homes. 

This glimmer of hope tells me that God wants to use Millennials in a mighty way.   Let’s work together to 

create a place where Millennials want to build community, where they can find real world mentors living a 

life of grace and truth.  Let’s embrace their energy, their concern for others, and their desire to share 

the Word of God with all people. 

I close with this.  The Millennials are extremely important to the future of the church.  With the return 

of this generation, we will see newborns, toddlers, and elementary aged children, who then become the 

infamous Youth Group.  The overwhelming majority of you reading this are either the Millennials’ parents 

or grandparents.  Would you please ask your family members the question, “If you could design a church 

for your generation, what would it look like?”  Then gather their responses and send them to me?  This 

is an opportunity for the church as a whole and I hope you will take on the challenge. 

 

mailto:dwatts1958@gmail.com


                     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

                 

                     

                     

 
 

Bible Study Opportunities 
                       

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 

The summer sun is shining here so let's buy a 
little FUN stuff for OCC shoeboxes.  I will 
happily accept any donated items to help 
with FBC fall packing events.  This month's 
suggestions:  sunglasses, jump ropes, little 
boats, airplanes, trucks or cars, little dinosaurs 
or small stuffed animals.  If you find any 
appropriate gift items for past seasons on 
clearance - buy 'em!  Thank you for supporting 
Operation Christmas Child.   
                                  -Patti & Raymond Powell  
 

Museum of the Bible 
 

The August 28th trip to the Museum of the Bible in on!  We’ve finalized plans and a registration form can be 
found in your newsletter; a form has also been forwarded via email so that you can forward it to anyone 
else who may be interested.  The cost of the trip is $45 (transportation & museum admission).  Lunch will 
be on your own at the Museum or bring something with you; we’ll stop near Fredericksburg for supper. 
 

We have about 40 signed up so far (including some folks from other churches), but can take up to 52.  If 
you know of anyone who may be interested, please have them contact the church office via email so that a 
form can be sent to them or have them pick one up in the vestibule or on the bulletin board (between the 
sanctuary & Pastor Boggs’ office).   

 

Senior Friends Lunch 

Mark your calendar and plan to join your 
FBC family for lunch & fellowship  

Wednesday, July 28th 

11:30 a.m. 

Cesare’s Ristorante in Chester 

Sign-up sheet on bulletin board between 
Sanctuary & Pastor Boggs’ office 

 

 

Living Beyond Our Fears 
Wednesday Night Bible Study Series 

Fear Not!  That is a familiar phrase 

appearing in the Scriptures and 
challenging us to live beyond our fears.  
On Wednesday evenings, 6:00 p.m., we 
are discussing what this phrase means 
and how we can deal with the fears that 
plague us.  Fears can be paralyzing, 
debilitating, and harmful to our health 
and sense of value.  God has other plans.  
So join us on Wednesdays via Zoom to 
look at Living Beyond Our Fears. 

 

 

TWELVE ORDINARY MEN 

Zoom Bible Study with Rev. Watts 

 

Have you ever thought about the twelve apostles and 

how they were twelve common men with an 

uncommon calling?  Join Rev. Watts on Thursday 

evenings at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom for a look at each of 

these men and to study how the Master shaped his 

disciples for greatness and what He wants to do with 

you.  In the coming weeks, we’ll finish up our study 

with a look into the lives of: 

Nathanael – The Guileless One 
 

Matthew – The Tax Collector & Thomas – The Twin 
 

James – The Less; Simon – The Zealot; & Judas 

(Not Iscariot) – The Apostle with Three Names 
 

Judas – The Traitor 

 



Missionary Moments 
 

This month we meet Kirk and Suzie who serve among the Bisu people in Thailand.  In addition to their 
continued work on translations of the Bible for other languages in three countries, they are involved in 
literacy and education  projects for several other marginalized ethnic minority groups.   

Please add these missionaries, their families, and the organizations 
they work with to your prayer list as you continue to pray for those 
missionaries we’ve met over the past few months.   

If you’d like a quick, visual reference on where these missionaries are 
serving, stop by our Missionary Moments bulletin board located near 
Pastor Boggs’ office.  Each month the missionaries of the month are 
added to our global map.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  
  

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

If you’re not able to attend a service on Sunday morning, tithes & offerings can be made through the 

church website (fbchopewell.church), mailed to the church (401 N. 2nd Avenue) or dropped off in our 

secure (locked) mailbox (outside the church by the church office).  Mail is retrieved daily, and deposits 

are being made weekly.  Thank you to those who are continuing to faithfully support First Baptist! 

If you are making regular donations to the church (weekly, monthly, check/cash…), you are encouraged 

to use offering envelopes to assist in weekly counts and, more importantly, so that your donation is 

accurately recorded.  If you are in need of offering envelopes, please contact the church office. 

 

NEW FBC EMAIL SERVICE 
 

FBC has recently started using a new email service to send mass emails (including the Weekly Prayer 
Guide & Announcements, Wednesday Night Bible Study, ZOOM Bible Study with Rev. Watts, monthly 
newsletter, and other timely or weather-related announcements) to FBC family and friends.  You will likely 
see only a few differences between our old service and the new - such as the way you access an attachment 
looks different (a button to click vs. seeing the pdf attached at the top of the email), BUT with this new 
service, there is a place at the bottom where you can "unsubscribe from this list."   

Unless your intention is to receive NO emails from the church, please DO NOT UNSUBSCRIBE from the list. 
  

Unfortunately, we are not set up to allow you to opt in to receive only certain/select emails.  If you want 
to receive any emails, you will get them all. 

If you have already unsubscribed or in the future unsubscribe and would like to be added back to the 
mailing list, please be in touch with the church office via email or phone so that we can begin the process 
to add you back in.  

ALSO, have you not been getting your FBC emails lately?  Are emails from FBC not hitting your inbox 
and going straight to SPAM?   This is likely due to our new email service host; even though the emails 
are coming from FBC there’s something slightly different in the way they’re sent.   

At the bottom of the emails, there is a place to “Add us to your address book” (in blue).  Just click on it to 
make sure that you’re getting all of the latest news and announcements.  If that doesn’t help the situation, 
contact the church office, and we’ll see what we can do. 

 

 

 
The family of Bertha Morene wishes to express our appreciation for all the 
cards and many acts of kindness following the passing of our mother in 
January.  We would like to invite the congregation to a Celebration of Life 
service on July 10th where we hope to fill the church with music.  Visitation 
will begin at 1:00 p.m. with service to follow at 2:00 p.m.   
 



Flowers for Sanctuary 

Do you have a flair for flowers?  Would you like to 
place flowers in the sanctuary & vestibule (smaller 
arrangement or potted plant) one Sunday in 
memory of someone or in honor of an occasion?  
We have several Sundays that are currently “open” 
and are looking for someone who is willing to make 
or donate arrangements.  If you’d be interested in 
taking one of the Sundays listed below, please email 
the church office with the date that you’d like to 
provide the flowers.   

Open Dates: 

September 12 

October 10, 17, 24 
January 16, 23, 30 

February 13, 20 
March 13, 27 
May 8, 15, 29 

June 12 

 
Trip to The Virginia War Memorial 

On June 9th a group of 16 toured the Virginia War Memorial in Richmond with Jon Hatfield, who previously served as 
Executive Director of the Memorial, acting as our tour guide.  Of interest were displays on the involvement of 
Virginians in the different wars that have been waged, a video about the homefront involvement during WWII, the 
Shrine of Memory featuring the names of fallen Virginians and the 22-foot-tall stature “Memory.”  During the tour 
Bunn Armstrong, J.P. Tiller, and James Ridout were recognized with a pin for their service during the Vietnam War era.   

CHURCH LIBRARY GRAND RE-OPENING 

SUNDAY, JULY 4TH 
 

After many months of being closed due to the 
pandemic, we are EXCITED to announce the re-
opening of our church library on Sunday, July 
4th. There are MANY NEW BOOKS and also 
new DVD's waiting to be previewed!  We have 
been working weeks to get the library cleaned 
and dusted, and busy also adding new 
materials to our collection.   So stop by before 
and after Sunday School or after the 11:00 a.m. 
service.  WE ARE READY & WAITING FOR YOU 
TO “CHECK US OUT” ON JULY 4TH! 



 First Baptist Church of Hopewell 
Trip to Museum of the Bible 

August 28, 2021 
 

Join your FBC family and friends for a day of fellowship and exploration as we travel to Washington, D.C. on Saturday, 
August 28th to see exhibits on the history, the stories, and the impact of the Bible along with several special exhibits 
currently on display.  So spread the word, invite your friends, & get your reservation in today! 

We must have at least 40 paid reservations by Thursday, July 22nd 
 

Cost includes travel on a chartered passenger motor coach and museum admission 
Lunch is not included (see below for on-site dining options) 

Adults $45.00   Children (7-17) $42.00          Children (6 & under) $32.00 
 

Bus departs FBC at 7:00 a.m. 
Lunch:  Bring Your Own or Museum Dining (see below) 

Leave Museum at 3:30 p.m. 
Stop on way back for Supper 

Arrival back at FBC no later than 7:30 p.m. 
 
Museum Dining 
Milk and Honey Café – Coffee shop featuring hot sandwiches for breakfast and lunch and delicious soups.  Also serves  

a variety of delicious croissants, muffins, and house-baked cookies and cake! 

 
Visit www.museumofthebible.org for Museum information. 

 

Please complete information for each attendee in your party. 
  

Name:_______________________________________________  phone # _____________________ 
 

Emergency Contact: name     ______________________________________________________  
 

Emergency Contact’s phone #  ________________________________________ 
 

[    ] Adult $45.00 [    ] Child (7-17) $42.00 [     ] Child (6 & under) $32.00 
 

Name:_______________________________________________  phone # _____________________ 
 

Emergency Contact: name     ______________________________________________________  
 

Emergency Contact’s phone #  ________________________________________ 
 

[    ] Adult $45.00 [    ] Child (7-17) $42.00 [     ] Child (6 & under) $32.00 
 

Name:_______________________________________________  phone # _____________________ 
 

Emergency Contact: name     ______________________________________________________  
 

Emergency Contact’s phone #  ________________________________________ 
 

[    ] Adult $45.00 [    ] Child (7-17) $42.00 [     ] Child (6 & under) $32.00 
 

Name:_______________________________________________  phone # _____________________ 
 

Emergency Contact: name     ______________________________________________________  
 

Emergency Contact’s phone #  ________________________________________ 
 

[    ] Adult $45.00 [    ] Child (7-17) $42.00 [     ] Child (6 & under) $32.00 
 

Return registration form and fee to church office or put in offering plate. 
Make checks payable to “FBC Hopewell” – Memo:  Museum Trip 
**Please note that all checks will be held & deposited on July 26th 

 

http://www.museumofthebible.org/

