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From the Pastor
CARPE DIEM

January 2019
Upcoming Events
January 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th
Adult Bible Study 6:15 p.m.
January 6th
Youth 5:00 p.m.
H3 Dinner 6:00 p.m.
January 9th
Café will be CLOSED
SPROUTS resumes 6:15 p.m.
Sanctuary Choir resumes 7:30 p.m.
January 10th
Singing Saints resumes 10:30 a.m.
Adult Handbell Choir 6:30 p.m.

January 13th
Singspiration at Friendship Baptist 4:00 p.m.
Church Council 6:00 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 6:00 p.m.
January 15th
Night to Shine Meeting 7:00 p.m.
January 16th & 23rd
Café TBD (see below)
January 20th
Deacon Lunch/Meeting 12:15p.m.
H3 Dinner 6:00 p.m.
January 27th
C. White Gospel Tribute Concert 6:00 p.m.
January 30th
Café open 5:30 p.m.

············
The Wednesday Night Dinner Café
will be open as hosts are available.
Openings will be announced weekly.
Deadline for February Newsletter:
Friday, January 28th at 9:00 a.m.
See the church calendar (Jan./Feb.)
included or on the church website) for a
listing of all FBC activities & events.

“We have this moment to hold in our hands and to touch as it sifts through
our fingers like sand. Yesterday’s gone and tomorrow may never come, but
we have this moment today.” These words from an old Gaither piece
remind us of the reality that we tend to paralyze ourselves by dwelling on
the past or fearing the future to the point we miss out on much of today.
Over the years I have encountered too many folks who want to begin
conversations with “One of these days I need to…” or “Sooner or later I
really want to…” It may involve church attendance. It may concern
relationship repairs. Perhaps it could be career transitions or financial
decisions. In any case, staring wistfully into the open future can leave us
vulnerable to inertia in the short term. While we stand on the brink of a new
year, it need not catch us gazing aimlessly into the “yet to be.” The power
belongs to the one who can seize the day. The new year is a compilation of
short steps that began today. Did you set goals for 2019? What do you
need to do about achieving them today?
So take the time to catch your breath, look over the trail behind you, then set
your eyes on the prize set before you. Glance at the splendor of the
shadowy unknown we call the future. Then focus on this day at hand and
do what can be done to grow in faith.
“This is the day that the Lord has made, so let us rejoice and be glad in it,”
and seize this day to live for the glory of the One who shared it with us.
See you Sunday,
Pastor Darrell
FBC Building Security
FBC building security continues to be a concern. Outside/entry doors
to FBC are still being found unlocked, left open, or not securely shut for
lengthy periods of time – sometimes all night. Everyone needs to
make sure that doors are securely shut behind you when entering the
building, and have also been locked AND securely shut when leaving
the building. If you are using the church or are in charge of an
event/meeting/practice…it is your responsibility (or your designees’
responsibility) to make sure that all doors have been secured when
you/your group is done. In the coming months we will be further
assessing ways to make FBC more secure, but in the meantime
remember that the security of FBC is the responsibility of each of us –
please make sure to do your part. Thank you!

THE YOUTH CORNER
WE GATHER TOGETHER: It's surprising to me how many
Christians struggle with the idea of church attendance. We are at
a crossroads in our nation on the importance of going to church.
According to research, church attendance has remained virtually
the same percent of our national population for the past 70 years,
however, this still means there are a huge number of American
Christians who are not active in a local church - in the tens of
millions. Of course, this isn't a new problem. Since the beginning
of Christianity, the early leaders had to challenge this mindset,
saying "Do not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encourage one another-and all the more as you see the Day approaching." (Hebrews 10:25)
A popular Christian social media catch-phrase is, "You don't go to church, you are the church." If we are
truly "the Church," then we will surely gather with other believers regularly. We cannot "be" the church,
if we don't "go" to church. Not fully anyways. The "Church" never connotes a single, individual Christian
just going about his Christian duties, and never gathering together to worship with other believers. The
"Church" by its very nature means multiple believers, who "where two or three are gathered in my name,
there am I among them” (Matthew 18:20). This is both the Biblical and historical pattern set forth for us
by the first followers of Jesus. They would gather weekly to worship God together, and at times even
daily. Church means gathering with other believers to worship Jesus Christ, and hear the Scriptures
together, and encourage one another in the faith. It's community. It's worshiping with others, praying for
others, hurting with others, serving others, being involved in the lives of others."
So, here's the reality of the Biblical call to gather with other believers. Let’s make 2019 the year to
gather, to reconnect if you disconnected, to be encouraged if you are discouraged, to be with others if
you are alone. I'm simply challenging you to gather with other believers regularly to worship and hear the
Scriptures: Love God, Love Others, Make Disciples, Serve the World.
YOUTH STUDY: The 6th-8th graders Sunday School focus is Jesus – His Mission: Discipleship and the
9th-12th grades will explore the “Unstoppable Gospel,” a 6-week study of the exciting early days of the
church and what made the early church so powerful – so unstoppable. The Youth Group will dig into
confirming our relationship with God.
GATHERING OPPORTUNITIES:
 Sunday School: January 6, 13, 20, 27 @ 10:00 a.m. – 2nd floor of Education Wing
 Youth Group: NEW TIME – Begins at 6:00 p.m. (unless special time noted below)
o Jan 6: Prepare/Serve Dinner for H3 followed by Youth lesson (5:00 p.m. in dining room)
o Jan 13 / Jan 20 / Jan 27: Gather in the Youth Room @ 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Night Dinners: Youth and SPROUTS Lead
o January 30: Youth helpers please arrive by 5:00 p.m.
o May 30
 Night to Shine on February 8th
o Need Buddies
o Shoe Shiners
o Parking Support
 Winter Retreat: The planning has begun for the Youth Winter Retreat for 6th – 12th grade at
Camp Kehukee February 15-17, 2019.

Adult Handbell Choir
Attention ringers - old and new: it’s time to put handbell
rehearsals back on the calendar! Starting January 10th
at 6:30 p.m., the Adult Handbell Choir will begin
rehearsals. If you’ve never rang before and are
interested, please come check it out. Contact Bronwyn
Stokes (Director of Music) at (804) 239-3351 or
bronwyn.stokes@comcast.net if you have questions or
would like more information! Let’s get ringin’!
Offering Envelopes
If you are in need of Offering Envelopes for the
upcoming year, please notify the church office.
When making a donation to FBC, please make sure to
use your offering envelopes to ensure that your donation
is recorded properly. To help with bookkeeping, be sure
to include your name and donation amount on the front
of the envelope. Thank you!

Walk Through Bethlehem - Food Pantry Drive
Guests at our 14th annual WTB were invited to bring
canned/dry goods to be donated to the Hopewell Food
Panty, and they didn’t come empty handed. This year’s
guests donated very close to 1,000 pounds of food for
hungry families in Hopewell! Our guests were shining
examples of the Pantry’s motto “Neighbors Feeding
Neighbors.” Many thanks to our guests for their
generosity, and thanks to Pete Nicholson and Betty Hill
for making the delivery to the Pantry!

Thanks to everyone who donated, FBC reached
166 children with our donated Operation
Christmas Child shoeboxes. Raymond & Patti
appreciate the many volunteers who helped
throughout the week of National Collection
when over 900 shoeboxes were dropped off.
Thank you so much FBC family for sharing God’s
blessings and His love with others in this project!
············

----- HELP WANTED! ----Interested in technology? If you’re interested in
serving on the Technology Resources Team
(computer support, sound support for programs…)
contact George Starke or the church office.
Wednesday Night Dinners– If anyone is interested
in hosting a single Wednesday Night Dinner while
Brenda is recuperating from back surgery (or in the
coming months), please call the church office to get
on the calendar. Dinner can be cooked on-site or
brought in (think BBQ, chicken, pizza, potato bar,
chili, soup/salad, subs…).

----------------------------------FBC Maintenance
Just like at home, things around FBC get broken and/or
need to be repaired. If you see something that needs to
be fixed, please let us know! Maintenance Request
Forms (blue) are available on the bulletin board in the
volunteer office/copy room or from the church office.
If you see something that needs attention, please fill out
a form and put it in the Church Maintenance mailbox
or return it to the church office.

Singspiration
Join in the fun for the community-wide
Singspiration!

Pete with HFP director Dick Commander
and some of our WTB donations.

Sundays as listed at 4:00 p.m.
Jan. 13th – Friendship Baptist Church
Feb. 10th – Hopewell Church of the Nazarene
Mar. 10th – First Congregational Christian Church

Mary Jo Dailey , Minister to Senior Adults
Book Study! Beginning on January 20th at 6:00 p.m., there will be a book study
for senior adults. Our book is Rethinking Retirement: Finishing Life for the Glory of
Christ, by John Piper. I will be ordering several paperback copies, and it is
available in a Kindle edition from Amazon.com.
Rethinking Retirement: Finishing Life for the Glory of Christ is “for readers who long
to finish better than they started, persevere for the right reasons (and without
fear), experience true security, value what lies beyond their cravings, and live dangerously for the One
who gave his life in his prime. With this brief book, Piper is sure to spur fellow baby boomers in their
resolve to invest themselves in the sacrifices of love-and to grow old with godly zeal.”
Guardian Angels for the Month of Decem ber
Sunday, January 6th
Sunday, January 13th
Sunday, January 20th
Sunday, January 27th

8:45 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

David & Jenna Minor

11:00 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Shirl & Benny Moore

8:45 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Frankie Fuller, Jenna Minor

11:00 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Geraldine Dixon, Phyllis Fannin

8:45 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Betty Townes, Nancy Pelter

11:00 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Robin & Mary Dale Pritchard

8:45 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Jim & Cheryl Downs

11:00 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Doris Blevins, Claudine Creamer

FEEL LIKE YOU’RE MISSING OUT???
If you are not receiving the Weekly
Prayer Guide/ Announcements and
the monthly FBC newsletter, then
you’re missing out on important and
timely FBC happenings, events,
updates, and prayer needs of your
FBC family. If you’d like to be added
to the email list or haven’t been
receiving emails recently, please
contact the church office to give or
update your email address. Email isn’t
your thing? We can mail a copy of
most things to you – just make the
request. Anytime your email, phone,
or address changes, please be sure to
let the church office know so that an
update can be made.
If we can’t find you, we can’t keep you
in the loop! Looking forward to sharing
all that is happening in the life of FBC
with EACH of you in the coming year!

2019 PLANNING CALENDAR
CHURCH COUNCIL
Sundays at 6:00 p.m.
unless otherwise indicated/**note change of date
January 13
May 12
**September 15
February 10
June 9
October 13
March 10
July 14
November 10
April 14
August 11
December 8
2nd

3rd

DEACON MEETING/LUNCH
Sunday/Every Other Month at 12:15 p.m.
January 20
September 15
March 17
November 17
May 19
January 19, 2020
July 21
QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING
January 16
July 17
April 17
October 16

WHY ARE YOU SO AFRAID?
To follow up on the Christmas Eve message about fear, I wanted to share a moving article about one who
survived some perilous storms that would wash away the less courageous. This comes from a book entitled
Living Beyond Our Fears by Bruce Larson:
“Darryl Potter lives outside Ontario, Canada, and her story was published not long ago under the title,
“God’s Wonderful Gift to Me.” Darryl was born in 1924 in Liverpool, England. Right after World War II,
she and her husband emigrated to Canada, where they raised three kids. Both parents worked full time.
One day Darryl hit her knee against the filing cabinet in her office and got thrombophlebitis. The next
morning, her leg was so swollen she couldn’t get out of bed. Subsequently, she endured over a hundred
operations. One leg was removed at the hip, the other above the knee. Her right arm was amputated above
the elbow and she lost the sight of one eye. It’s not surprising that all that surgery led to an addiction to pain
pills. In the meantime, her husband was so traumatized by these horrible events that he began to drink and
abuse the children. She divorced him. One son went into the navy, but the other two children moved into
an apartment with their mom.
“It was at this point in her life that Darryl felt she heard the Lord saying to her, “Why are you afraid?” That
was a turning point. She presently travels all over Canada and parts of the United States, speaking in
schools and hospitals and institutions about helping the handicapped. She writes this:
“’It is not my missing limbs that matter now, but what is within me that counts. I feel like an oil painting on
an easel. So often I will try to jump off that easel and paint myself…If I can stay on that easel, I know He
will paint a perfect picture of me, one I could never be ashamed of, a picture so perfect that I will be able to
withstand anything, no matter how bad it may be at the time. God’s gift to me is life, and it is what I do
with this life that will be my gift to Him.’”
The storms are going to come, or perhaps that already have. But He stands by, asking “Why are you so
afraid?” Take Him with you and live every minute to the fullest. Fear not.

WALK THROUGH BETHLEHEM
We did it! YOU did it! We built it, and they came! You opened your arms to
our neighbors and helped to share God’s love and the story of Jesus ~ the TRUE
meaning of Christmas! I would never be able to name each person who was
involved in this incredible ministry, this GIFT to our community, but know that
I am truly grateful for the contribution of each and every one of you. Walk
Through Bethlehem is a commitment of time and talent, and the time and talents
of every participant was evident to each person who walked through our doors
and into Bethlehem. Our guests were blessed to have attended our 14th annual event, and I was blessed to have
worked with each of you. I hope that every person who participated found it to be a worthwhile experience, that
you’ll plan to participate next year, AND that you’ll find someone new to join us. To those who have never
participated ~ just think about it…talk to someone who participated…ask questions. I think that you will find
your involvement to be a real blessing! Be on the lookout next month for the full WTB 2018 report. ~ Sheila

GET READY TO PARTY!
FBC is hosting Night to Shine
on Friday, February 8th!!!

