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ADVENT BEGINS! 

 
We officially entered the season of Advent on Sunday, November 29.  So this is a 

good time to remind ourselves about the meaning of this special period in our year.   
 

Advent comes to us from the Latin word “Adventus,” which means the arrival, 

the coming (or the invasion, which is an excellent way to see God coming to 

earth in the form of a baby).  It represents the three “comings” of Jesus.  The 

first arrival is when Jesus came in the flesh in Bethlehem.  The second arrival is 

when Jesus came into our hearts, and on a daily experience we can access a 

relationship where He is transforming us.  And the third arrival we look ahead 

to is when He comes in glory and He puts everything right in the world.  So the 

season of Advent not only prepares us for Christmas; it is much more.   
 

The Advent Wreath tradition began around two hundred years ago with a 

German Protestant pastor named Johann Hinrich Wichern.  Pastor Wichern ran 

an orphanage/mission school, Rauhes Haus, in a poor section of the city.  Each 

day in December the kids would come into the cafeteria and ask, “Is it 

Christmas yet?”  The answer would always be the same: “No, my child.  But 

we are one day closer.  Christmas is coming!” 
 

Finally, Wichern decided to be creative and help the youngsters learn to 

anticipate.  So he took an enormous wagon wheel, laid it down, covered it in 

greens, and placed 24 candles around on it (20 purple for the weekdays, 4 white 

for the Sundays).  Each day he would light one more of the candles and read a 

“word of promise” from the Scriptures.  He was teaching them how to live with 

anticipation of not only Christmas Day, but how to live with anticipation for 

Christ’s coming again.  That is the heart of Advent. 
 

This year we published a Christmas Devotional Booklet with daily devotionals 

written by our church friends for the 27 days of Advent.  These booklets were 

sent out via email, but if you’d like a hard copy, you can pick up at a service or 

in the office, or you can request one be sent to you by mail.  In any case, we 

would encourage you to use the booklet, along with whatever other traditions 

you may have in place, to prepare your heart for the Christ Event.  We are in 

this together! 
 

See you (in some way) Sunday! 
 

Pastor Darrell  
 

 

December 2020 

 

  
 

 

Sunday, December 13th  

Christmas Music Worship 2:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, December 15th  

Prayer Walk at FBC 10:00 a.m. 
 

Thursday, December 24th 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 

5:30 p.m. 
 

December 24th  

Church Office Closed 
 

 

 

Tuesdays 
Prayer Group via ZOOM 10:00 a.m. 

 

Wednesdays  
Adult Bible Study via ZOOM 6:00 p.m. 

 

Thursdays 
Bible Study led by Pastor Watts 6:30 p.m. 

(no Bible Study on 24th or 31st) 

 

Sundays 
Drive-In Church 9:00 a.m. 

Walk-In Worship 11:00 a.m. 

Youth Sunday School via ZOOM 6:30 p.m. 

 

 · · · · · · · · · · · 
 

From the Pastor 

Upcoming Events 

  

 

Facebook page for streaming of Worship Service:  FBC Hopewell Ministries 



SPROUTS – YOUTH – YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRIES CORNER 
 

 

in the air, a level of excitement about new possibilities.  That we look toward our community and find new ways to 

connect, to serve, to love others, and to share God’s love.  That we worship with the purpose of discovering God’s 

plan for us and how to do what He is equipping us to do.  That we look upward and forward.  That we honor the 

past as we move to the future.  So, 2020 was different, but 2021 is a new beginning.  It is all about perspective.   

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

2021 - A New Beginning:  The land you are entering to take up ownership isn’t like Egypt, the land 
you left, where you had to plant your own seed and water it yourselves as in a vegetable garden. But the 

land you are about to cross the river and take for your own is a land of mountains and valleys; it drinks 

water that rains from the sky. It’s a land that GOD, your God, personally tends—he’s the gardener—he 

alone keeps his eye on it all year long.     (Deuteronomy 11:10-12) 

Today, dear friends, we stand upon the verge of the unknown.  There lies before us a new beginning and we are 

going forth to possess it.  Who can tell what we shall find?  What new experiences, what changes shall come, 

what new needs shall arise?  But here is the cheering, comforting, gladdening message from our heavenly 

Father, “The Lord your God personally tends it.”  “He keeps his eye on it all year long.” 

All our supply is to come from the Lord.  Here are springs that shall never dry; here are fountains and 

streams that shall never be cut off.  Here, anxious one, is the gracious pledge of the heavenly Father.  If 

He be the source of our mercies, they can never fail us.  No heat, no drought can parch that river, “the 

streams whereof make glad the city of God.” 

The land is a land of hills and valleys.  It is not all smooth nor all downhill.  If life were all one dead level of 

dull sameness it would oppress us; we want the hills and valleys.  The hills collect the rain for a hundred 

fruitful valleys.  Ah, so it is with us!  It is the hill difficulty that drives us to the throne of grace and 

brings down the shower of blessings; the hills, the bleak hills of life that we wonder at and perhaps grumble 

at, bring down the showers.  How many have perished in the wilderness, buried under its golden sands, who 

would have lived and thrived in the hill country; how many would have been killed by the frost, blighted with 

winds, swept desolate of tree and fruit but for the hill—stern, hard, rugged, so steep to climb.  God’s hills 

are a gracious protection for His people against their foes! 

We cannot tell what loss and sorrow and trial are doing.  Trust only.  The Father comes near to take our 

hand and lead us on our way today.  It shall be a good, a blessed year! 

He leads us on by paths we did not know; 

Upward He leads us, though our steps be slow, 

Though oft we faint and falter on the way, 

Through storms and darkness oft obscure the day; 

Yet when the clouds are gone, 

We know He leads us on. 

He leads us on through all the unquiet years; 

Past all our dreamland hopes, and doubts and fears, 

He guides our steps, through all the tangles maze 

Of losses, sorrows, and o’er clouded days; 

We know His will is done; 

And still He leads us on. 
                                                                                                                   N. L. Zinzendorf 

 

2020 – What a Year:  Well, we didn’t get to do quite a few things that were 

planned for this year.  We experienced connecting in a different way via my 

new best friend Zoom, meeting outside in small groups, then meeting for a 

while indoors in small groups, worshipping outside in the parking lot, but above 

all we became very flexible.  When I look back on the year, it has been one of 

personal growth, renewed energy, and excitement for the future.  I feel a buzz 



  

REFLECTIONS FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 

Senior Ministries are going well as we have completed three Bible studies.  We are currently studying the 
Book of Jonah which will take us through December 17th. No ZOOM Bible Study on December 24th or on 
December 31st.   Beginning Thursday, January 7, 2021, we will start an “Open Forum” ZOOM class.  We’ll 
start with a devotional, then we will take your questions and talk about the subjects you want to talk about.  
We will see where this takes us at least for the month of January. Please consider joining us for this new class 
as we ZOOM together and share what is on our minds. 

We are hoping to venture on a few trips next year, but it is hard to make plans at this point with the 
COVID- 19 roaring again.  I have been excited to see several of our seniors come out and take part in our 
Church Prayer Walks.  In October and in November, we walked outside around the facility praying for our 
staff, our people, our community and our nation.  We are aiming one more prayer walk for Tuesday, 
December 15th at 10:00 a.m.  Come and join us for this last prayer walk of 2020.  We are hoping for an 
outside prayer walk, but will have provisions made for an inside prayer walk if weather is too severe. 

I am very excited about our up-coming Sunday Missionary Moments which will begin on Sunday, January 
10th.  We are putting together a team that will inform us each month talk about missions in the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship (CBF), then lead the church in prayer for that missionary endeavor. 

We have young and old participating in this ministry. Several have already given indication of wanting to be 
involved in this endeavor. Pastor Boggs has also designated the month of October as a month of special 
Missions Emphasis. 

In 2021, we are planning on seeing a Missions Committee formed and hopefully community missions 
projects, and then who knows where we go in 2022. 

Pray about your involvement in our Missionary Moments project. If you are interested in this new ministry, 
Contact Pastor Watts either at the church office or at dwatts1958@gmail.com. 

David A. Watts 
Associate Pastor 

 

WOODSON ELVES CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
During this time of year, many eagerly anticipate participation in our FBC Angel Tree program.  Many are 
missing the opportunity to participate in this gift giving, but when one door is closed, another opens.  We 
have been contacted by Carter G. Woodson Middle School about their Woodson Elves program.  Through 
the program, faculty & staff identity students in need and then purchase & deliver presents to them.  
They attempt to provide needed clothing, winter outerwear, & personal hygiene/self-care items along 
with a few toys & games (generally spending about $100 per student).  Many of the identified students 
wouldn’t have Christmas presents if not for the Woodson Elves program.   

The staff has a goal of at least 30 students (10 from each grade level).  
Participation can be in the form of a donation to the program which would 
“sponsor” a student, or you can “adopt” a specific student and shop for them.   
If you’re interested in participating, please contact Guidance Counselor Tara 
Belcher at 469-0325 no later than the morning of Friday, December 11th to 
arrange for a donation or to get information about a student.  If adopting, gifts can 
be dropped off at the FBC church office Monday 12/14 – Wednesday 12/16 (no 
later than 2:00 p.m.); gifts will then be picked up for delivery to the students. 

mailto:dwatts1958@gmail.com


                     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 
 

 

 
                       

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

Congregational Care Ministry 

Your Congregational Care Ministry Teams continue their 
work to minister to our church family.  There are great 
opportunities to minister to and care for our church 
family, and we’d love for you to be a part of it.  The 
Congregational Care Ministry team will be available as 
needed to make visits (once restrictions are lifted), offer 
meals, send cards, make calls, and greet our guests 
(among other things).  Please contact the Clint & Dot 
Strong or the church office if you’d like additional 
information about the team and the opportunities that it 
will offer.   
 

Members Currently Serving on Teams 
Congregational Care Ministry Team Leaders:               
Clint & Dot Strong 
Communications Team (sends cards/makes calls):                
Peggy Cooke (Team Leader), Brenda Carraway, Carol 
Starke, Kim Adams, Mattie Crockett, Betty Townes, 
Karen Willis 
Meals Team:  Peggy Henderson (Team Leader), Barbara 
Everett, Taylor Davis, Donna Hatfield, Dot Strong, Rose 
Suyes, Robin Pritchard, Becky Slagle, Janet Bates, Tricia 
Carden, Johanna Story, Ashley Reid 
Prayer Team:  Brenda Reid (Team Leader), Doris 
Blevins, Mattie Crockett, Herman Henderson, Jeannie 
Lubman, Patti Powell 
**While prayer is always an important responsibility 
for each of us, during times such as these we are even 
more mindful of the importance of prayer for us as a 
country.  The Prayer Team continues to pray for 
everyone in the Weekly Prayer Guide along with other 
requests that are submitted to the Team.  If anyone 
would like to be a part of the Prayer Team, please 
contact Brenda Reid or the church office. 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

If you’re not able to attend a service on Sunday morning, tithes & offerings can be mailed to the church 

(401 N. 2nd Avenue) or dropped off in our secure (locked) mailbox (outside the church by the church 

office).  Mail is retrieved daily, and deposits are being made weekly.  Thank you to those who are 

continuing to faithfully support First Baptist! 

If you are making regular donations to the church (weekly, monthly, check/cash…), you are encouraged 

to use offering envelopes to assist in weekly counts and, more importantly, so that your donation is 

accurately recorded.  If you are in need of offering envelopes, please contact the church office. 

 

Christmas is just a few weeks away, and you’ve likely 

still got shopping to do.  Why not take care of that 

final shopping AND benefit FBC at the same time?  

Don’t forget to shop with AmazonSmile 

(smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0698626) every time you 

shop Amazon.  Every gift you give, now becomes 2 

gifts! Using AmazonSmile is such an easy way to 

increase your giving to FBC at no additional cost to 

you.    Happy shopping! 

 

Thank you FBC!  You packed 145 shoeboxes 
for Operation Christmas Child 2020!  We 
appreciate the contributions from all who 
donated, volunteered, supported, and served 
in this ministry in various ways.  On average, it 
has been estimated that for every 5 boxes, a 
person makes a decision to follow Christ.   
FBC- you have led about 29 new souls to the 
Kingdom of God.  What a way to Love God, 
Love Others & Make Disciples!   
                              -Raymond & Patti Powell  
PS.  The FBC Drop-Off Location accepted 742 
shoeboxes during last week's National 
Collection Week.   
 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=292CCE6PCVE9O&K=23N7DKBEW3Z1D&M=urn:rtn:msg:201810291301489dbac4e12f4b4b0594e6b3c5de10p0na&R=1BYPOHS3C8SQU&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F54-0698626%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_366090100&H=TAQNRBKPJLCOOVD2D7NMXUARS0MA&ref_=pe_732550_366090100


 

CHRISTMAS MUSIC WORSHIP 
Sunday, December 13th ~ 2:00 p.m. ~ FBC Parking Lot 

(Gymnasium if inclement weather) 
 

Christmas is a time of great music!  With all of the cancellations and program adjustments during this 
particular season, one of the primary items missing is the opportunity to engage live Christmas music.  To 

address that, the FBC Praise Team will be presenting a Christmas 
concert and worship experience on Sunday, December 13, at 2:00 
p.m. in the church parking lot.  You are invited to come and enjoy 
singing along with some familiar carols, as well as hear some 
contemporary Christian Christmas music.  You can sit in your cars and 
listen on the radio or with your windows down.  You can even sit in a 
chair outside your car if you would like.  We do request social distancing. 
 

In the case of inclement weather, the service will be moved into the 
gymnasium where we are set up to accommodate social distancing and sterilization requirements.   
 

It is unfortunate that circumstances prohibit us from embracing (literally) all the aspects of Christmas as we would 
like.  But let’s not go without a time of musical celebration together as we honor the birth of the Christ Child. 
 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact the church office or staff.    We hope you see you Sunday!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

You are invited to join us for  

Weekly Prayer Group & upcoming Prayer Walk 
 

Our ZOOM Prayer Group continues to meet each Tuesday morning at 

10:00 a.m.  October and November saw successful prayer walks around 

our church.  Our 3rd prayer walk is planned for Tuesday, December 15th 

at 10:00 a.m. – this will be our final prayer walk for 2020.  We’ll meet 

on the front steps, but if weather is bad, we will head inside for a walk 

through the building as we pray for the needs and future of our church 

ministries.  Come and join us as we continue our time of prayer.   

 

Blessing box 

In this Christmas season, we have much to be thankful for!  Don’t forget those in need who could benefit from the  
BLESSING BOX located out behind FBC in the alley.  The purpose of the box is to serve as a blessing to those in 
need.  On any given day you could find a variety items such as canned goods, granola bars, cereal, hygiene 
products, and paper products such as toilet paper.  At times you may find reading material.  During the colder 
months you may find hats, scarves, gloves, or hand warmers.  Often you’ll find the box empty because there are 
so many in need of blessings during times like we’re going through now.   

If you find yourself blessed and would like to pass those blessings along, please consider placing an item or 
two in the Blessing Box.  In turn, you will be greatly blessed! 



 

 

 
 

 

FLASHBACK TO CHRISTMASES PAST 
 

The year…1982.  The place…First Baptist Church.  The event…The Living Christmas.   
How many of you remember that first year of this annual event?  How many of you were 
in attendance or were in 
the production?  Now you 
can relive the memories 
simply by going to the 
FBC website.  Thanks to 
the collaboration of 
several individuals, we 
have videos of 
productions of The Living 
Christmas Tree, ranging 
from 1982 to 2000, on 
the church website.  
Worth checking out for a 
trip down memory lane, 
to hear some great 
music, or to see if you 
can identify participants! 
 
 

 

 

 

Need an extra little gift for someone?   Ornaments (like we had at Walk Through 

Bethlehem – see picture) are available for purchase by contacting the church 

office.  Ornaments are only $4 each.  What a great way to remember past 

participation in Walk Through Bethlehem or as a gift! 

 

On behalf of the members of First Baptist Church  

and a grateful nation, THANK YOU for your service! 
 

Otis Berry – Navy, Army Reserves 

Joe Johnson, Jr. – Army, Army Reserves 

were left off of the listing of First Baptist Church of Hopewell Veterans that appeared in 
the newsletter last month.  If there are others we have overlooked, please contact the church 
office so that we can recognize their service, too. 

 

The Living Christmas Tree - 1982 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
Thursday, December 24th, 5:30 p.m. 

 
The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is a longstanding tradition and First Baptist 
Church, and a tradition that we would like to continue for years yet to come.  
Circumstances are dramatically different this year, but we do not want it to prevent our 
gathering to honor the birth of the Christ-Child. 
 

On Christmas Eve, our service will be outdoors in the triangle in front of the sanctuary.  
Please come and park in one of the parking lots or on the street and walk to the triangle to 
pick up your candle.  We will have some caroling, a brief reading of Scripture and 
devotional thought, and will light our candles to show light of hope in the city of Hopewell.  
This will be a stand-up service, but the brevity should make it manageable.  Our goal is to 
let Hopewell know, actually see, that we celebrate this special event as a family of faith. 
 

If inclement weather makes the Candlelight Service an impossibility, we will post a 
devotional time on our website to share in your homes on Christmas Eve. 
 

It is unusual, no doubt, but please make plans to join us in lighting up Hopewell on 
December 24th!  We hope to see you there.   
 

Merry Christmas! 


