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STILL HE CAME 
 

One little boy summed up the confusion of many as he and a friend shopped 

at Christmas.  He picked up a greeting card, and seeing the infant Jesus 

depicted on it, nudged his friends and exclaimed, “Imagine that!  They’re 

even trying to drag religion into Christmas now!” 
 

His confusion is understandable.  While I love every aspect of the season – 

the hustle and bustle, the gatherings, the frantic pace, the decorations, the 

music, the lights – I can see how a young one could miss the heartbeat of 

Christmas.  The fact is all of the frenzy is a response to the simplest 

natural/supernatural of all events.  Christ came. 
 

Two thousand years ago, Caesar was on his throne in Rome, claiming to be 

earth’s chief deity.  But still He came. 
 

Hostility instead of hospitality was a way of life in Bethlehem, but still He came. 
 

The Lord had no army except a few Galilean peasants such as Peter, James 

and John, and even Judas, but still He came. 
 

He had no weapons except an open hand of love willing to take a basin and 

towel and be nailed to a cross, but still He came. 
 

And at the end of it all, He did not say “I am finished!”  He stated, “It is 

finished!”  Love’s redemptive work was done, and it was set in motion 

when He came.  While it was all in the heart of God, the coming of Christ 

marked the beginning of the end of redemption’s story.  An unlikely tale for 

the cynical mind, still He came. 
 

Enjoy the season with all of its fanfare!  Celebrate the invasion of Love 

incarnate!  Remember the simple scene that led angels to rejoice.  He came. 
 

O come, let us adore Him! 
 

See you Sunday,  
 

Pastor Darrell  

 

December 2018 

 

Mid-December  

WTB Deconstruction TBA 
 

December 1st, 2nd, 8th, 9th  

Walk Through Bethlehem 
 

December 9th 

Singspiration  

at First Presbyterian 4:00 p.m. 
 

December 11th  

Night to Shine Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 

December 16th 

Christmas Cantata 11:00 a.m. 

“When I Think of Christmas” 

Youth Christmas Party 4:30 p.m. 

H3 Dinner 6:00 p.m. 

Singing Saints Program 6:30 p.m. 

“An Unexpected Christmas” 
 

December 19th  

Christmas Concert 6:15 p.m. 
 

December 24th  

Traditional Candlelight  

Christmas Eve Service 5:30 p.m. 
 

December 24th – 25th  

Church Office Closed 
 

December 30th  

Youth Dinner & Movie 4:30 p.m. 

H3 Dinner 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

The Wednesday Night Dinner Café 

will be closed during December.  
 

Deadline for January Newsletter: 

Wednesday, December 26th at noon 
 

See the church calendar (Dec./Jan.) 

included or on the church website) for a 

listing of all FBC activities & events. 

 

 

From the Pastor 

Upcoming Events 

This year marks our 14th annual Walk Through 

Bethlehem.  A commemorative ornament will be available 

for purchase at WTB or through the church office.  

Ornaments are only $4 each.  What a great way to 

remember your participation or as a gift! 

 



        

THE YOUTH CORNER 

  
 

the closeness?  We are a part of variety of communities.  Some are more tight-knit than others, and 

there are probably good reasons for that.  Take a moment and focus on your “church list” one of the most 

important communities of which you are a part: The Church.  Think of some ways this community is 

different than any other. 
 

Consider: A bundle of small twigs can start an enormous fire.  But left alone, a blazing ember from the 

fire will quickly burn out.  The same can be said for us as Christians.  In order to experience authentic 

community, hearts and minds must come together - we cannot go it alone.  When we come together, we 

need to stir the embers, adding to the warmth of our community.  Let’s get together and make the fire 

roar with energy and attract others to the warmth. 
 

WORSHIP:  Thank you for the encouraging words received over the last month for seeing the youth 

involved in worship through music and drama.  Keep on the lookout as our youth engaged in the ministry of 

FBC.  Besides worship, the youth helped in some construction of Bethlehem, cast members in Bethlehem, 

and provide a vital part in the Night to Shine opportunity coming in February. 
 

YOUTH GROUP:  The Youth Group completed the second Bible study series of the new school year based 

on the movie “Facing the Giants.”  This 8-week study examined the challenges in our life, meeting those 

challenges with God, understanding though we might not win them all, it is always important to give your 

best to God win or lose, and to above all praise God and give all the glory to Him.   
 

GATHERING OPPORTUNITIES: 

 Sunday School: 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 December @ 10:00 a.m. 

 Youth Group: 

o Dec 2: None due to all supporting Walk Through Bethlehem 

o Dec 9: None due to all supporting Walk Through Bethlehem 

o Dec 16: Christmas Party starts at 4:30 p.m. 

o Dec 23: No Youth Group – spend the evening with family 

o Dec 30: Dinner and Movie starts at 4:30 p.m.  

 Wednesday Night Dinners: Youth and Sprouts Lead 

o January 31st 

o May 30th 

 Walk Through Bethlehem (Dec 1, 2, 8, 9) 

o Cast Sign-ups 

o Parking Support 

 Winter Retreat:  The planning has begun for the Youth Winter Retreat for 6th – 12th graders at 

Camp Kehukee February 15-17, 2019. 

·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  · 
 

             

COMMUNITY:   

We have various communities in our lives.  A community can be as 

simple as a group of people with similar interests or as complex as 

our family.  Take out a sheet of paper and list some different 

communities that fall under Work/School such as friends I eat 

lunch with; Social/Extracurricular such as folks I rehearse with 

for a musical; or Church such as a member of the Praise Band.  Now 

review your communities and determine which are the closest, the 

most personally involved with one another.  What is the reason for 



                         

 

 

 

 

 

Attention Amazon shoppers:  We’re in the thick of  

the busy Christmas shopping season - don’t forget 

to shop through AmazonSmile to benefit FBC.  

Amazon will donate a percentage of every purchase 

made through AmazonSmile. 

To make sure that First Baptist gets the most out of 

your purchases on Amazon, be sure to use 

smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0698626 for every 

purchase.   If you haven’t already signed up, you 

can use the same link to sign up (we’re listed as 

First Baptist Church of Hopewell, Virginia).  For 

information about AmazonSmile visit 

http://org.amazon.com.   How easy is that?  FBC 

can benefit from something you’re already doing – 

shopping!  Now get out there and shop! 

 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated boxes 
for Operation Christmas Child or who worked 
to collect boxes during National Collection 
Week!  Your love is now being share around 
the world.  

 

FBC volunteers loading the last  

Operation Christmas Child boxes into the truck. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Singspiration 
Join in the fun for the community-wide 

Singspiration!   

Sundays as listed at 4:00 p.m. 

Dec. 9th – First Presbyterian Church 

Jan. 13th – Friendship Baptist Church 

Feb. 10th – Hopewell Church of the Nazarene 

 

FBC Maintenance 
 

Just like at home, things around FBC get broken 

and/or need to be repaired.   If you see something 

that needs to be fixed, please let us know!  

Maintenance Request Forms (blue) are available on 

the bulletin board in the volunteer office/copy 

room or from the church office.  If you see 

something that needs attention, please fill out a 

form and put it in the Church Maintenance mailbox 

or return it to the church office.  

 

FBC Building Security 
 

Outside/entry doors to FBC are often found 

unlocked, but we are finding outside/entry 

doors being left open (not just unlocked, but 

OPEN) for lengthy periods of time – 

sometimes all night.  Everyone needs to 

make sure that doors have been locked 

AND shut when leaving the building, but if 

you are using the church or are in charge of 

an event/meeting/practice…it is your 

responsibility (or your designees’ 

responsibility) to make sure that all doors 

have been secured when you/your group is 

done.  The security of FBC is the 

responsibility of each of us – please make 

sure to do your part.  Thank you! 

 

 

Offering Envelopes 
 

If you are in need of Offering Envelopes for the 

upcoming year, please notify the church office.   

When making a donation to FBC, please make sure 

to use your offering envelopes to ensure that your 

donation is recorded properly.  To help with 

bookkeeping, be sure to include your name and 

donation amount on the front of the envelope. 

Thank you! 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=292CCE6PCVE9O&K=23N7DKBEW3Z1D&M=urn:rtn:msg:201810291301489dbac4e12f4b4b0594e6b3c5de10p0na&R=1BYPOHS3C8SQU&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F54-0698626%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_366090100&H=TAQNRBKPJLCOOVD2D7NMXUARS0MA&ref_=pe_732550_366090100
http://org.amazon.com/


 

Mary Jo Dailey , Minister to Senior Adults 
Senior Adult Ministry 65 +/- 

Hmmmm…Senior Adults…Are you ready to jump into the pool of Baby 
Boomers who qualify for Medicare?  Who get every senior discount 
possible?  Whom God has prepared for a life of service and joy?  Or 
are you not quite 65, but retired and ready to find God’s call for the 
second half of your life?  This is the group for you! 

Watch for upcoming opportunities as we roll out the future of the 
group as discussed at our dessert and discussion on December 4th.   

 

Guard ian Ange l s  for the Month of  December   

Sunday, December 9th 8:45 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Brad & Carolyn Kaufman 

 11:00 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Jeanette Mosley, Janet Bates 

Sunday, December 16th 8:45 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Donna Howell, Rebecca Vasquez 

 11:00 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Bill Howell, Debbie Hafner 

Sunday, December 23rd 8:45 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Tammy Hartman, Martha Smith 

 11:00 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Gay & Chuck Weston 

Sunday, December 30th 8:45 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Shirley Chism, Barbara Bowling 

 11:00 a.m. Infants – 5 Years Johanna Vargo, Elizabeth Johnson 

 

FBC “Mission Angel” Tree 
 

You can make a difference this Christmas by helping a family in need.  The 

FBC “Mission Angel” Tree is located in the WEE School lobby.  Please stop 

by and choose a child to “adopt” for Christmas.  Gifts are due back to FBC 

by 11:00 a.m. on December 19th.   With your help, we can make Christmas 

bright for area children! 
 

 

 

Darrell and Melanie Boggs 

Holiday Open House 

Saturday 12/22/18 

2-4 p.m. 

 

 

Adult Handbell Choir 

Attention ringers - old and new: it’s time to put 

handbell rehearsals back on the calendar! Starting 

January 10, 2019, at 6:30 p.m., the Adult Handbell 

Choir will begin rehearsals. If you’ve never rang 

before and are interested, please come check it out.  

Contact Bronwyn Stokes (Director of Music) at (804) 

239-3351 or bronwyn.stokes@comcast.net if you 

have questions or would like more information!  

Let’s get ringin’! 

 

mailto:bronwyn.stokes@comcast.net


THE GATHERING 
 

Did you know that our early service has a name?  It has been called “First Praise,” perhaps since its inception.  

And while it continues to be the “first” service on Sunday morning, we are making a deliberate choice to change 

the name to “The Gathering.” 
 

In addition, we are planning on relocating that worship service to the Fellowship Hall.  The reasons are numerous, 

but it comes in response to research into the interests of Millennials regarding the church experience.  In an effort to 

be the kind of church in which our guests find connection, fellowship, authenticity, and a clear sense of purpose, we 

want to try a few changes. 
 

While everyone will not be comfortable with the idea of relocating, the goal is outreach to a group that is 

currently unchurched and in need of the love and encouragement of a family of faith.  So sometimes sacrificing 

the comfortable and familiar, even the preferred, in order to fulfill our mission to reach others, is necessary.  I 

know this requires us to look beyond ourselves and our interests to subjugate our views to accommodate those 

who are on the outside looking in.  But this is in keeping with our mandate to love God, love others, make 

disciples, and serve the world. 
 

The service format will be very recognizable with little change.  But the setting will be less formal, more intimate, 

and hopefully warmer and friendlier, allowing for more natural connections – a vital component for Millennials.   

 

So I would plead with you to give it a try.  This is not change for the sake of change; it is a humble attempt to be 

the church where our guests with certain interests can find a home in our faith family.  For that to happen, there 

needs to be open minds and open arms.  Let’s see what God wants to do among us in The Gathering. 
 

These changes are currently scheduled to take place beginning in January 2019.  Watch for details. 
 

Thank you in advance for your patience, your flexibility, and your willingness to pursue God’s designs for the 

future of First Baptist!   

 

W A L K  T H R O U G H  B E T H L E H E M  

In just a few days Walk Through Bethlehem 2018 will be a 

memory.  There is still time to participate and then help will be 

needed to wrap things up.  If you’d to be a part please contact the 

church office soon – you won’t regret your participation!   

Deconstruction will begin soon after we wrap on Sunday.  Many 

hands make light work – won’t you consider joining in to help 

put Bethlehem away?  

Construction not your thing, but you are the king or queen of the 

kitchen?  Consider hosting a dinner for our hard-working 

deconstruction crew in December.  Meals can be prepared by you 

or picked up & brought in.  Meals don’t have to be anything fancy…basically, anything goes – the crew is up for 

anything as long as it gives them fuel to keep going and get the job done.  (think pasta, pizza, sandwiches, chili, soup, 

lasagna, beans & franks... –  along with possibly a salad or side & dessert)  If you’d like to help, please sign up on the 

calendar in the hall outside the Sanctuary or call/email the church office.   If you know of a restaurant that would be willing 

to donate a meal, please contact the church office and we can make a formal request as needed.    Thanks in advance for 

your generosity in helping to keep the crew going!   
 

Many thanks to every person who has worked to make our 14th annual WTB a reality!  It is truly a group effort, 

and the contributions of each of you has been vital to the success of this ministry.  It’s not too late to step up and 

choose a role in this year’s production (greeter, parking, hospitality, cast, deconstruction…).  This is a fantastic 

opportunity to work with members of FBC, folks from other churches, and friends/family to bring the true 

meaning of Christmas to our community. We would love for you to be a part of WTB (as your schedule allows) 

– sign up today or contact Sheila in the church office with questions or to see where we could best use your 

talents.  Looking forward to working with each of you!!! 


