Rejoice in the Miracle of Easter

Christ is Risen!
First Baptist Church of Hopewell
401 N. Second Avenue
Hopewell, VA 23860
804-458-2752
Website: fbchopewell.org
Email: info@fbchopewell.org

From the Pastor
DONE!

April 2019
Upcoming Events
April 1st
Deadline for Ordering Easter
Hydrangeas noon
April 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd
Women’s Bible Study 10:00 a.m.
April 3rd, 24th
Adult Bible Study 6:15 p.m.
7th

April
SPROUTS Super Sunday time TBA
Singspiration at City Point Restoration
Church of God 4:00 p.m.
April 10th
Gaither Style Music Program 6:15 p.m.
April 14th
Easter Egg Hunt during Sunday School
Easter Cantata 11:00 a.m.
Church Council 6:00 p.m.
April 16th
Travelling Lunch Bunch – Skrimp Shack

In the second half of the 19th century, there was an uproarious celebration
when America’s first transcontinental railroad was completed. In 1862 and
1864, acts of Congress initiated the building of this railroad. The Union
Pacific Railroad built westward from Nebraska, and the Central Pacific
Railroad built eastward from California. The two met at Promontory Point
in Utah on May 10, 1869, where a golden spike was driven into the ground
to signal the completion of this notable endeavor.
Then the spike was embedded, a telegrapher tapped out this one-word
message for consumption by the waiting nation: D…O…N…E.
From the cross where spikes were driven, Jesus would cry out, “It is
finished!” And an empty tomb would inform the world: Done!





The victory over sin and death? Done!
The offer of eternal life for all who believe and accept? Done!
The promise of joy that saturates every fiber of my being and
satiates my deepest thirst? Done!
The precious gift of a Living Hope? Done!

So let’s celebrate always, but particularly on Easter Sunday morning! What
God devised as the plan to bring us back into a right relationship with Him
has come to fruition. It is done!
Enjoy yourselves and each other as we worship on this Holy Day!
See you Sunday,
Pastor Darrell

April 17th
Quarterly Business Meeting 6:15 p.m.
April 22nd
Church Office Closed

············
The Wednesday Night Dinner Café is
open Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.
Reservations are due by noon each Monday.
Deadline for May Newsletter:
Monday April 22nd at 9:00 a.m.
See the church calendar (April/May)
included or on the church website for a
listing of all FBC activities & events.

Make sure you’ve marked your calendar for the FBC
2019 Spring Musical “At the Hop” on Sunday, May 19th!

“At the Hop” Spring Musical Practice
Sundays 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.
April 7, 14, 28 (Dress Rehearsal)
May 5 (Dress Rehearsal)
As Needed: May 9, 16, 17

THE YOUTH CORNER
MISSION TRIP: The days are firm and on the calendar. So,
lock in August 1-8, 2019, for the opportunity to “Choose This
Day!” Scripture focus for the week is Joshua 24:14-15. Joshua
called all the Israelites to Shechem to hear his final words. He
challenged the people to make a conscious choice to always
serve God. Soon afterwards, Joshua dies and was buried in his
hometown. The people had to decide whether they would obey
the Lord, who had proven his trustworthiness, or obey the local
gods, which were only man-made idols. It’s easy to slip into a
quiet rebellion—going about life in your own way. But the time comes when you have to choose who
or what will control you. The choice is yours. Will it be God, your own limited personality, or
another imperfect substitute? Once you have chosen to be controlled by God’s Spirit, reaffirm
your choice every day. In taking a definite stand for the Lord, Joshua again displayed his spiritual
leadership. Regardless of what others decided, Joshua had made a commitment to God, and he was
willing to set the example of living by that decision. The way we live shows others the strength of
our commitment to serving God. The Youth Mission Trip 2019 has student preparation
requirements this year. Each participant will need to attend a 4-part study titled God, Jesus, Self,
& Others. Additionally, there will be mission support opportunities helping and showing God’s love
in our community. Stay focused and tuned in as we prepare for this opportunity to serve God and
Others in upstate New York.
YOUTH STUDY:



The 6th-8th graders Sunday School focus is “Living a Godly Life.
The 9th-12th grades continue their 8-week study titled, “Like No Other – The Life of Christ.”

GATHERING OPPORTUNITIES:
 Sunday School: April 7, 14, 21, 28 @ 10:00 a.m. – 2nd floor of Education Wing
 Youth Group: Begins at 6:00 p.m. – 2nd floor of Education Wing (unless special time noted)
 NEW ITEM: Local mission project on Saturday mornings – fixing up a house for those in
transition: The Sober House. More to come shortly via text and email.
 Wednesday Night Dinners: Youth and SPROUTS lead: May 30th

Get ready for the Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday (April 14th) during Sunday
School! Toddlers – 2nd grade will be hunting eggs, and 3rd – 5th graders will be
making an Easter project and get goodies as well. There will be a box/tub in the
hallway outside of Pastor Boggs’ office for candy donations.
(Please NO peanut or peanut butter products!)

----- HELP WANTED! -----

Sanctuary Flowers for Easter
Flowers to decorate the Sanctuary for Easter will be
ordered by the Decorating Committee. Information
and order forms will be available after the first week
of March. Please watch the bulletin, Wednesday
announcements, and a special email for information.
Order forms will be available in the vestibule,
through the church office, and on the FBC website.
Prepaid orders must be received in the church
office no later than Monday, April 1st at noon.
FBC Maintenance
Just like at home, things around FBC get broken and/or
need to be repaired. If you see something that needs to
be fixed, please let us know! Maintenance Request
Forms (blue) are available on the bulletin board in the
volunteer office/copy room or from the church office.
If you see something that needs attention, please fill out
a form and put it in the Church Maintenance mailbox
or return it to the church office.

Donations to FBC
Making a donation to FBC for the unified
budget? Donating money on Communion
Sunday toward the Benevolence Fund?
Making a special donation to benefit missions,
Night to Shine, the youth, a special fund, or
Walk Through Bethlehem?
Donors are encouraged to always use an
offering envelope when making a donation.
Using an envelope is the ONLY way to make
sure that your donation will be recorded and
reflected on your end-of-the-year giving
statement; remember to include your name
and the donation designation on the envelope.
Need more envelopes? Contact the church office.

Wednesday Night Dinners - Time is winding down
for this season’s FBC Café…only about two months
before it closes for the summer. Individuals, couples,
families, or groups/Sunday School classes are invited
to host a meal or join in the fellowship of preparing a
meal! If you’re interested in hosting a single
Wednesday Night Dinner in the coming months, please
call the church office to get on the calendar or just join
us in preparing a meal on Wednesday
evenings. Dinners don’t have to be elaborate - they can
be cooked on-site or brought in (think BBQ, chicken,
pizza, potato bar, chili, soup/salad, subs…).

----------------------------------Museum of the Bible Trip Planned
A trip to the Museum of the Bible in Washington,
DC is planned for Saturday, August 24, 2019.
The cost will be approximately $42 for adults and $37
for children (ages 5-11); cost includes transportation
on charter bus & museum admission. For museum
information visit:
https://www.museumofthebible.org/.
If you are interested in going please contact the
church office.

-----------------------------------

Singspiration
Join in the fun for the community-wide
Singspiration!
Sundays as listed at 4:00 p.m.
Apr. 7 – City Point Restoration Church of God
May 5th – First Baptist Church of City Point
th

----------------------------------STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
The 2019 church budget was approved
at January’s business meeting in the
amount of $454,788.
(Monthly budget requirement: $37,899)

YTD January – February
Budget requirement: $75,798
Revenue received: $71,011

Mary Jo Dailey , Minister to Senior Adults
The group that traveled to SeniorFest had a great time! First,
we were amazed and inspired by an excerpt from the one man
show “Cotton Patch Gospel.” (If you’ve never had the
opportunity to engage with this “translation” of the Gospels
into the language of the American south, I have a copy in my
office that you’re welcome to borrow.) After the presentation,
we went our separate ways to breakout sessions on staying mentally healthy, navigating Medicare, and
intergenerational ministry. We’ll share a little of what we learned in the next edition of Senior Moments.
Keep an eye on the PrimeTimers’ bulletin board for upcoming activities for everyone over 55! On
April 16th (after Women’s Bible Study) the Traveling Lunch Bunch will be headed to the Skrimp
Shack in beautiful downtown Hopewell. A menu and sign-up sheet are on the bulletin board.
Guardian Angels for the Month of April
Sunday, April 7th
Sunday, April 14th

Sunday, April 21st
Sunday, April 28th

8:45 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

David & Jenna Minor

11:00 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Gerald Dixon, Phyllis Fannin

8:45 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Nancy Pelter, Frankie Fuller

11:00 a.m.

Infants – 3 Years

Melanie Howell, Debbie Hafner

11:00 a.m.

4 – 5 Years

Bill & Donna Howell

8:45 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Donna Howell, Melanie Howell

11:00 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Debbie Hafner, Bill Howell

8:45 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Jim & Sheryl Downs

11:00 a.m.

Infants – 5 Years

Laura & Mike Slusser

**Children’s Church will NOT meet during the 11:00 a.m. service on April 14th, 21st, and 28th.

Exciting news for SPROUTS!
Our SPROUTS (3 years old through 5th graders) now meet once monthly (on the first Sunday
of the month) for SPROUTS SUPER SUNDAY. Each month SROUTS will have a Super Sunday to
gather and have fun, try something new, or just hang out.
Keep on the lookout for the monthly events. Last month was lunch and bowling…stay tuned
for the announcement of the upcoming April event!

GAITHER “HOMECOMING”- STYLE MUSIC SERVICE
Wednesday, April 10th at 6:15 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
If you have ever seen a Gaither “Homecoming” program, you know that it is a
relaxed, informal gathering where a piano is set in the middle of the room and folks
are seated in a full circle around it. Individuals will stand and sing or lead songs
with which it seems most in the room are familiar.
Thanks to recent modifications to the FBC Fellowship Hall, we are able to have such
a service, so we plan to do just that on Wednesday, April 10, 6:15 p.m. There will be
familiar old gospel tunes and hymns – sprinkled with newer inspirational songs. We
believe you will find the setting and the service to be uplifting and encouraging.
So please mark your calendars to join us for our own version of the “Homecoming”
on Wednesday, April 10th!

WOMEN'S SPRING BIBLE STUDY
Our Spring Tuesday Morning Women's Bible Study, entitled The Daniel
Prayer: Move Heaven and Earth, continues weekly through April 23rd (from
10:00 – 11:45 a.m.). This study by Anne Graham Lotz looks at the life of Daniel
and his prayer in Daniel 9, a prayer birthed under heartache, grief, and
desperation. (Workbooks available)

It’s not too late to join us - you don't want to miss this one!!
PLEASE COME AND BRING A FRIEND!!
Mission Opportunity
Downsizing, upgrading, or remodeling and getting rid of household items (furniture, curtains,
linens/blankets/bedding, dishes…)?
The Sober House will be opening in Hopewell the beginning of May, and we are trying to help
furnish it – top to bottom. If you have possible donations, please contact the church to see if
they’re able to use your items. Thanks for your support!

The Sober House is a residential branch of the City of Refuge Rehabilitation Program.
The Sober House will house individuals who have completed training and are preparing
for the next step of their lives.

Prayer Requests
The FBC website has a new feature – a Prayer Request page (found on the left menu bar). From this page you
easily put in a prayer request to be included in the Weekly Prayer Guide or to be forwarded to our ministry and
prayer teams to be prayed for. You can also submit updates for the Weekly Prayer Guide (including removing
a submission), request a contact from your Deacon, or ask for a visit for yourself or someone else.
Let us know how we can pray for you!

