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CHILDREN’S SERMONS FOR GROWN-UPS 

Part 7: The Beautiful Story of Ruth 

 

 

THE STORY BEGINS 

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land. So a man from Bethlehem in Judah, 

together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the country of Moab. The man’s name was 

Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were 

Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and lived there. Now Elimelek, Naomi’s 

husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the 

other Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years, both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was 

left without her two sons and her husband. (Ruth 1:1-5)  

 

GOD’S PROVIDENCE 

“Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with her.” 

But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and 

where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. Where you die I will die, 

and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you 

and me.” When Naomi realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her. So the 

two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. (Ruth 1:15-18a)  

 

GOD’S PROVISION  

Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side, a man of standing from the clan of Elimelek, whose 

name was Boaz. And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the fields and pick up the leftover 

grain behind anyone in whose eyes I find favor.” Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my daughter.” So she 

went out, entered a field and began to glean behind the harvesters. As it turned out, she was working in a 

field belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelek. (Ruth 2:1-3)  

 

GOD’S PLAN 

“And now, my daughter, don’t be afraid,” Boaz said. “I will do for you all you ask. All the people of my 

town know that you are a woman of noble character. Although it is true that I am a kinsman-redeemer of 

our family, there is another who is more closely related than I. Stay here for the night, and in the morning 

if he wants to do his duty as your kinsman-redeemer, good; let him redeem you. But if he is not willing, as 

surely as the Lord lives I will do it. (Ruth 3:11-13a) 

 

GOD’S PURPOSE  

So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. The Lord enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a 

son. The women said to Naomi: “Praise be to the Lord, who this day has not left you without a kinsman-

redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! He will renew your life and sustain you in your old 

age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better to you than seven sons, has given him 

birth.” Then Naomi took the child in her arms and cared for him. The women living there said, “Naomi 

has a son!” And they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David. (Ruth 4:13-17) 


