
 

 
Holy Week Reading Guide 

 

Hi Union Church family and friends, 
 
Thanks for joining me on this reading journey through Holy Week. I hope you find 
it sobering and hopeful. Before jumping in, let me just share a brief word: 
 
About Holy Week: 
For centuries, Christians around the world have observed Holy Week. It is the 
week leading up to Easter and the final week of Lent. Beginning on Palm Sunday, 
our sisters and brothers around the world will, with somber reflection, remember 
the events leading up to the crucifixion and burial of our Lord, Jesus. This 
culminates in a celebration of His resurrection on Easter Sunday. 
 
About This Guide: 
This guide is set up with 2-3 passages of Scripture for you to read and reflect on 
daily. You can do this any in manner you choose but I suggest considering a few 
specific ideas: 1) Read one in the morning and one in the evening OR 2) Read 
them over dinner with family or friends (Facetime or G-Chat would work well) OR 
3) Incorporate them into your daily Lectio Divina practice.  
 
However you read them, try to find yourself in that ancient Palestinian dirt, 
seeing the real people who lived, breathed, and walked on that sod. Immerse 
yourself in the world of Jesus and reflect on these final events of his life. What do 
they tell you about who God is? About his character? About his followers? Let 
Holy Week be a week of deep faith transformation for you. 
 
Finally, plan on joining us Good Friday and Easter Sunday as we remember and 
celebrate Jesus’ death and resurrection together. 
 
Peace to you, 
Shaun  



 
 

Palm Sunday 
 
On Palm Sunday, Jesus entered Jerusalem to the praise and rejoicing of the poor 
and vulnerable. Ironically called the “Triumphal Entry”, Jesus, the Son of God, 
rode in on a donkey he didn’t own not to be crowned but crucified. 
 

• Read Zechariah 9:9-13 

• Read Matthew 21:1-11 
 

Holy Monday 
 
On Holy Monday, we reflect on Jesus’ authority as he curses a fig tree and drives 
out the people doing business in the temple. This assertion of authority by Jesus 
is not received well by the Jewish leaders.  
 

• Read Psalm 16:8-11 

• Read Matthew 21:18-27 
 

Holy Tuesday 
 
On Holy Tuesday, the religious elite of Jerusalem attempt to regain control from 
and over Jesus. They do this through a series of theological questions that have 
less concern about doctrinal truth than about which Kingdom will reign in the 
end. 
 

• Read Luke 20:1-26 

• Read Luke 20:27-47 
 

Holy, or Spy Wednesday 
 
On Spy Wednesday, so-called for the actions of Judas, Jesus continues to teach 
with authority, increasing the anger of the Jewish leaders. Additionally, a woman 
gives him a costly gift which frustrates his follower, Judas, who conspires against 
him. 
 

• Read Luke 21 

• Read Mark 14:1-11 
 
 



 
 

Maundy Thursday 
 
On Maundy Thursday, Jesus flips the entire notion of authority and greatness on 
its head by washing his disciples’ feet. He then leads them in the Passover meal 
with a new meaning.  
 

• Read John 13:1-17 

• Read Matthew 26:26-30 
 

Good Friday 
 
On Good Friday, after Jesus’ arrest, the Jewish religious leaders and Roman ruler, 
Pilate, put Jesus on trial. The whole thing is a sham but Jesus, knowing the 
greater purposes of God, silently allows it to go on. He is found guilty, sentenced 
to death, and hastily crucified before the Sabbath begins. 
 

• Read Psalm 22:1-18 
• Read Luke 22:66-71 and Luke 23:1-56 

 

Holy Saturday 
 
On Holy Saturday, Jesus lay dead in the grave. His followers had scattered and 
were feeling hopeless and broken. The religious and political leaders who 
opposed Jesus were feeling happy and satisfied. It seemed like all hope had been 
lost. 
 

• Read Lamentations 3:1-9 and Lamentations 3:19-24 
• Read John 19:38-42 

 

Easter Sunday 
 
On Easter Sunday, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
went to the tomb of Jesus with all the necessary materials and spices to treat 
Jesus body. However, when they arrived, they found an empty tomb! Jesus was—
and is—risen!  They are then sent out as the first proclaimers of this gospel news.  
 

• Read Isaiah 52:7-10 
• Read Mark 16:1-7 


