
Greeting my LUBC Family,  
 
I greet you in the only name that 
truly matters, Jesus our Lord and 
our Christ. 
 
I’m so excited that I’m able to 
return to our wonderful sanctuary 
this month. I would like to thank 
all of our Trustees, our media 
ministry and our Praise Team for 
making it all come together. 
 
This November’s theme is “A 
November to Remember, What 
Are You Thankful For?” That 

being said, I know we’re all grateful just to have our health and our strength 
during this global pandemic. You will hear the song, “Oh Give Thanks unto the 
Lord for He is Good,” and I believe we can all testify to that fact. 
 
I’m asking all of our members to be more engaged with your church family by 
connecting with us during our 7@7 Prayer Call, our Wednesday Noon-day Bible 
Study and for this month our Worship on Wednesday (WOW). 
 
We are also excited that we are leading the way this month in feeding 500 
families through our Community of Churches Partnership. If you are in need 
please contact Trustee Sharon Turner, so we can reserve what you need.  
 
I would like to recognize all of those who have served in the Armed Forces as 
we celebrate Veterans Day on Wednesday, November 11, 2020. I salute all who 
have sacrificed to defend this country and I also salute the spouses that 
supported their Soldiers, Sailors, Marines, Airmen, and Guardsmen.  
 
Finally, together, we’re striving to become the kind of church described in the 
scriptures, where there’s relevant teaching, heart-felt worship, honest 
friendships, constant prayer and compassionate care for those in need. In short, 
we’d like to have the kind of contagious enthusiasm and joy that can influence 
and encourage the entire community, one life at a time. 
 
In His Service, 
 
Pastor Michael L. Sessoms, MDiv. 

From the Desk of the Pastor 
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During this COVID-19 pandemic, we are living in a time of 
uncertainty, but let us be encouraged, because surely, God 
will never leave us alone! Acts 14:22 (NIV) provides these 
words of wisdom “strengthening the disciples and 
encouraging them to remain true to the faith. We must go 
through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.”                        
  
We the members of Little Union Baptist Church consist of 
a Church family that has been blessed with historically 
connected buildings of worship. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has impacted on the ability of members and visitors to 
congregate in our sacred Temple. Together we now suffer 
many religious related and personal hardships; however, we 
continue strong in faith, not dependent on a physical 
building. We walk by faith, not by sight. 
  

Little Union members are encouraged to continue reaching inside and outside the walls of 
our Church, giving Godly assistance where it is needed, even where it may not appear to be 
needed. Check on and support each other, send a greeting card, text or telephone call. We 
must let people know that God loves them and our congregation also loves them. Luke 6:31 
(KJV) tells us to keep in mind “And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to 
them likewise.” 
  
 
 
 
 

As we face our challenges and seek opportunities we ask; 
Almighty God, You have ordered our steps and opened this door in our lives 

With this new challenge, comes a new uncertainty 
We are tempted to, be afraid 

In the face of COVID-19, we will keep our faith in You 
And we are asking You to give us strength and encouragement 

From You comes all grace and mercy which empowers us 
God, we surrender to You 

In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

Challenges and Opportunities 
Submitted by Deaconess Carrie Hazzard 



L IT TL E U NI ON GA ZE TT E  Page 3 

Imagine for a moment receiving a phone call from a 
relative in South Carolina saying, “Stacy, you need to 
come and get your father because he is not going to 
survive down here on his own.” 
 
My father, Humes Alvin Gregory, was born on January 
5, 1935, in Uniontown, Pennsylvania.  He was the 
youngest of five siblings.  His father, Aaron, worked in 
the coal mines of Uniontown and his mother, Anna, 
worked as a maid.  These hardworking grandparents 
were strict, but loving, and maintained a discipline 
home life.  Dad would say that they were always told as 
children to always remember to be proud of who you 
are and to work hard to get to where you want to be.   
 
My father was a fine, able-bodied young man in 1954, 
tending to his own affairs like many other young 
American men at that time.  Dad knew, however, that 
he faced the possibility of being drafted almost any day. 
To be sure he would get the branch of military service 
he preferred, he volunteered for the Marine Corps and 
was inducted on July 5, 1954. It was a move, also, to 
follow some of his buddies who had joined up 

themselves. Some of his rewards were getting to travel at the government’s expense and on 
the job training in security.  He had his base training at Camp LeJeune, North Carolina, 
where he studied to become a tank commander.  He then was sent to Dahlgren, Virginia, a 
naval station, on security duty, and also where he met his first wife, Alma (my mother).  
Working in the weapons laboratory, his duties included the grounds and inspecting vehicles 
entering and leaving the base. He was there for 18 months before transferring to the Marine 
Air Station at Cherry Point, North Carolina, where he worked in doling out supplies and 
MASS. He spent three years there.  He then went to Japan for one year and back to 
Philadelphia with ICP (Inventory Control Point) at 1100 S. Broad Street, where all supplies 
went through to the Marines. He did duty there for three years. He was next sent to Paris 
Island Marine Base at Beaufort, South Carolina, as a drill instructor.  Then it was back to 
Okinawa, Japan, for 13 months and to Vietnam before returning to Philadelphia and home.  
Dad doesn’t talk much about his military life regarding specific incidents, but he did travel a 
lot, courtesy of the U. S. Marine Corps, as many other veterans have done.  For his military 
service he received awards as an expert rifleman, Meritorious Award and three ribbons while 
in Vietnam. 
 
 

Grateful:  The Phone Call That Saved His Life 
Submitted by Sister Stacy Simmons  and Family 

GySgt Humes A. Gregory (Retired) 
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In his second time around, after being discharged 
from the Marines, he worked with the Philadelphia 
Savings Fund Society for 14 years until the bank 
closed.  Dad said this was a very awesome 
responsibility. He went to each bank after closing, 
starting sometimes at 7 p.m.  He picked up the 
receipts that had been received by the bank, then 
placed in receipt boxes from approximately 32 banks 
and delivered them to a central location, getting home 
in the early morning hours. He had been well trained 
in security by his time in the Marines and was fully 
qualified for such a task.  Following the closure of the 
bank, dad worked with TRI-ARD, transportation 
company that transported folks to doctors’ 
appointments.  He worked there for four years before 
relocating to Johnsonville, South Carolina, with his 

second wife, Ms. Mary.  
 
After relocating to Johnsonville, dad worked at Hampton Lodge, just a stone’s throw from 
his front door, as a mental health specialist for five years.  At that time, he discovered the 
handling of the men who resided there was too much physically for him. He then turned to 
PDRTA of Florence, another transportation company, where he worked for about a year.  He 
also immersed himself in community affairs. He volunteered with Relay For Life, the 
Beautification Committee, Founders’ Day, and any other activities that needed volunteers.  
He became a member of St. Mark AME Church, joined the Senior Choir, Male Choir, 
became a member of the Steward Board and commander of the American Legion Post 89.   
 
As I reflect back on that phone call about 4 years ago, I can still feel the urgency of those 
words to come get your dad.  After the death of his second wife on July 29, 2011, dad 
decided to remain in South Carolina.  My sister, Marcella, and I visited him every other 
month or as much as possible.   We helped as much as he would allow.  He is a proud man 
so we did what we could.  Whenever we asked how he was doing overall, he would always 
say, “I’m doing fine.”  However, at some point, my sister and I could see a change in him.  
He slowly stopped wanting to travel, even when he had a free Amtrak train ticket.  All he 
had to do was get on the train and ride.  But sometimes, he just did not make it to the train 
station.  We also noticed other little physical signs like struggling to get up from his chair 
and not able to lift his feet to walk.  But yet, he was doing “fine” and refused to relocate.  
Right around the time of the phone call, and after living on his own for about 5 years, dad 
reached out to us and said, “Stac…..I think it’s time.”  We later learned that in addition to his 
noticeable physical challenges, dad had developed a weak heart and had arthritis in his back, 
which were contributing to his issues with his leg movement.  His health was slowly 
deteriorating. 

Grateful:  The Phone Call That Saved His Life (con’t.) 
Submitted by Sister Stacy Simmons  and Family 
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As I reflect back, we are so grateful we received that phone call and were able to witness 
the work of God in his situation.  God blessed my daughter to be able to purchase a three-
level townhome just around the time that we started looking for a place for dad to live.  He 
has his own man-cave in the lower part of the house.  We were struggling with getting dad 
connected with the Veterans Administration and God placed Social Service representatives 
in our path who provided valuable support.  Most importantly, we are so Thankful for the 
phone call because we know that call saved dad’s life and through God’s Grace and Mercy, 
dad is still with us today.  We just Thank God for that call and for the relative who cared so 
much! 

Grateful:  The Phone Call That Saved His Life (con’t.) 
Submitted by Sister Stacy Simmons  and Family 

What I Am Thankful For. . . 
Submitted by Brother Mason Fuller 

My name is Mason A. Fuller. I am thankful to the Lord for helping me test for my Black 
belt in Tae Kwon Do from Prestige Sports Martial Arts in Manassas, Virginia, with Master 
Justin Ladson on July 25, 2020. On August 2, 2020, I was surprised with a dinner from my 
favorite restaurant, El Paso, and red velvet cupcakes to celebrate the passing of my test. 
My ceremony was held on September 19, 2020, a day before my 10th birthday. I was 
thankful and happy to celebrate my birthday on September 20, 2020. I am thankful for my 
family and I love God.  



As we approach the 2020 Thanksgiving season, COVID
-19 is affecting every aspect of our daily lives; however, 
I am very thankful and grateful for life itself, my loving 
family, which includes my beloved husband, Trustee Eli 
Banks, and that I am able to worship and fellowship 
virtually with my LUBC church family.  To God be the 
Glory for the great things he has done. 
 
TRUTH.  And you will know the truth and the truth will 
set you free. John 8:32 
 
HEAVEN.  But as it is written, “What no eye has seen 
nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined what God 
has prepared for those who love him.  1 Corinthians 2:9 
 
ARMOR OF GOD.  Put on the whole armor of God that 
you may be able to stand against the schemes of the 
devil.  Ephesians 6:11 

 
NEIGHBORS.  Let each of us please his neighbor for his good to build him up.   
Romans 15: 2 
 
KINDNESS.  Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 
forgave you.  Ephesians 4:32 
 
FORGIVENESS.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  1 John 1:9 
 
ULTIMATE SACRIFICE.  For Christ also died for sins, once for all, the just for the unjust, 
so that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 
spirit.  1 Peter 3:18 
 
LOVE.  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  John 3:16 
 

Page 6 

Thankful 
Submitted by Deaconess Jacqueline Banks 
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Due to circumstances of Covid-19, the 2020 Ronnie 
Henderson Memorial Food and Gift Basket Drive will 
look different this year.  
 
The Willing Workers  will distribute food for a 
complete Christmas Day dinner. Food baskets will be 
distributed to widows, recently bereaved and families 
in need of assistance.  Unfortunately, we will not 
provide gifts or fruit baskets this year. 
  
As usual, the men of the church are asked to donate 
turkeys. Arrangements will be made at a later date to 
accept the turkeys at church prior to December 12. 
  
The Willing Workers Ministry along with a limited 
number of volunteers will prepare and distribute the 
food baskets on Saturday, December 12. 
 

 “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in Heaven” Matthew 5:16 
 
LUBC Willing Worker Ministry 
Trustee Celeste Riley, President 

2020 Ronnie Henderson Memorial Food Basket Drive 
Submitted by Trustee Celeste Riley 
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We are Thankful for. . . 
Submitted by Trustee Sharon and Brother Cal Turner 

 

Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

Ephesians 5:20 

 

We are thankful for God’s grace and mercy.  We are also 
thankful for the love and support of our family. 

 

 

 

 



When opportunities to serve God come our way, 
we may not feel qualified for the work.  
Thankfully, God is not necessarily concerned with 
our skill set.  He prizes our character, love for Him, 
and willingness to trust Him.  When these qualities 
are being developed inside us by the Spirit, He can 
use us in big or small ways to accomplish His will 
on earth. It’s up to us whether we accept the call. 
 
When we consider our resumes and skill set and 
whether we’re qualified for a particular position in 
the church.  Consider the story of Noah, Genesis 
Chapter 6.  The Bible reminds us of Noah and his 
skill set or lack thereof.  
  
Noah didn’t have the right resume for the job of 
constructing the ark – he wasn’t a builder of boats 
or even a carpenter. Noah was a farmer, a man 
comfortable with dirt on his shirt and a plow in his 
hands.  Yet, as God decided how to deal with the 

evil in the world at that time, Noah stood out because he walked faithfully with God 
(Genesis 6:9).  The earth was no longer the perfect paradise that God had intended.  
Incredibly, in all the world, only one man and his family still worshipped God.  God valued 
that  Noah’s heart was teachable – the strength to resist the corruption around him and to do 
what was right. 
 
The boat Noah built, with no skill set, was no canoe! Noah got right to work when God told 
him to build an ark.  Picture yourself building a boat the length of one and a half football 
fields and as high as a four-story building.  For Noah, obedience meant a long-term 
commitment to a project.  God took care of the details of that job while Noah was doing his 
part building the ark.   
 
Often, we do just the opposite of Noah.  We rebel or become stubborn and resist fulfilling 
the will of God.  Remember God can and does use all kinds of people to accomplish His 
will. We should joyfully give our best to God. 
 
God can’t be limited by our limitations, our reservations, or our tendencies to settle or dream 
small.  As we choose to live for Him – He will bring about His plans for us. 
 
Dear God, give me a heart that’s willing to serve You in any way.  Equip me in the areas 
where I lack experience, and fill me with Your Spirit so that I can honor You. 
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Are You Qualified in the Eyes of God? 
Submitted by Deaconess Gloria Thomas 
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We are now unpacked and settled into our new and 
forever home with our living room furniture having 
arrived just last week.  The COVID-19 pandemic 
forced us to stay home and unpack 52 years of 
belongings that we brought with us.  We officially 
moved in just three days before the North Carolina 
stay at home order went into effect.  We are blessed 
to have our son Jo-Jo around the corner from us.  He 
and his wife, Katrina, run errands for us. 
 
I was married to Joel for 24 years of his 30-year 
military career.  During those 24 years, we moved 
22 times including three times back to our home-
base in northern Virginia.  Our first move came a 
little over a month after we were married. After 
spending just 27 days in our first home in Fort 
Monroe, VA, we moved to West Point Academy, 
West Point, NY.  Prior to this move, my only move 
was to leave home (Bennettsville, SC) to go to 
Hampton Institute.  Joel, however, had moved 

during his childhood from Puerto Limón, Costa Rica to Colón, Panama, and then to New 
York City and in between he traveled the world on a Greek-owned freight ship with his 
father, who was a merchant marine. 
 
When Joel was active duty Army, I was always ready and excited to see what the next duty 
station had in store for me and the children.  I looked forward to each move and learned how 
to pack up and unpack like a pro.   This move from Virginia to North Carolina, however, has 
been our most challenging.  We had a lot more stuff to pack up and this time the U.S. 
government wasn’t telling us we had to move.  Instead, I wanted to move to improve our 
quality of life – no stressful traffic, no stairs, closer to Jo-Jo and his family, easier access to 
medical providers.  Joel, however, had his reservations.   Living in Dumfries, VA for 32 
years was the longest we had lived in one place in our entire lives!   We love our Little 
Union Baptist Church family and our active participation in church activities.   We were 
blessed with two beautiful sets of neighbors on Tebbs Lane.  We enjoyed the visits of friends 
and family who would just pop in as they traveled up and down the I-95 corridor.  Our 
grandchildren grew up visiting us in that home.  Change, even good change, can be difficult 
especially when your heart becomes so attached to a place.   Joel tried to sabotage the move 
by hiding the real estate papers and putting the items set to be thrown out or given away 
back in with the things to be moved.  He hemmed and hawed over the six months that we 
were in transition but he eventually packed his SUV with his plants and followed me down 
the highway. 

Greetings from Pinehurst, North Carolina 
Submitted by Deaconess Demetria Thomas 
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Moving here has been a blessing. We are less than three miles 
from our primary care doctor and all of our specialists. 
Nothing is more than five miles either direction for shopping, 
eating, and awesome parks.   And, Joel is adjusting. He has 
his yard and is enjoying his vegetable garden and 
landscaping.  We’ve been eating summer squash, bell 
peppers, green beans, tomatoes, and herbs from his garden.  
He gets compliments on his lawn and flowers on a daily basis 
from the neighbors.  I have returned to crafting including 
crocheting, painting, and a new hobby of diamond art.   Our 
grandson Shaun Tyler comes to our home on Thursdays and 
Fridays for on-line instruction.   We went on a weekend trip to 
Asheville, N.C. with Jo-Jo and his family.  There is a lot more 
of the state that we hope to explore when it is safe to do so.  

We “attend” Sunday service with Pastor Sessoms.  The transition has been easier because 
we are able to be in contact with our LUBC Family on a weekly basis through Zoom and 
Facebook Live. We both miss the human handshakes and hugs. LUBC is still our home 
church and will be until we are able to find one here. Thirty-two years is a long time to be a 
part of an awesome church community.  Please keep us in your thoughts and prayers and we 
will cheerfully do the same for you. 
 
In Christian love, 
 
Deaconess Demetria Thomas 
 
*Deacon Emeritus Joel W. Thomas, Sr., approves this message.  
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Greetings from Pinehurst, North Carolina (con’t.) 
Submitted by Deaconess Demetria Thomas 
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What does the Bible says about being Thankful?  
 
“Rejoice always, pray continually, and give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in 
Christ Jesus.” The good news is, God wants you to 
be happy, to pray to Him, and to always be Thankful 
for all the blessings in your life. ... “Give thanks to 
the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.”  
 
In this Thanksgiving holiday season we all have 
an opportunity to remind ourselves to have a 
spirit of gratitude and learn how to give thanks to 
God. All of us have so much to be thankful for each 
day. When we wake up to a new day, when a friend 
gets in touch with you, for the food we eat, for the 
water that flows into our homes, for flowers, birds, 
trees, our health, doctors, etc.. It is also good to 

thank God for our relationships, family, and finances. Thanking God should always be part 
of our daily lives. 
 
The Bible express the importance of gratitude to God both when all is well and when 
all is not.  
 
The story of Daniel is a popular and inspiring story about faith in God through all 
things. God answered Daniel’s prayer and revealed the dream and its interpretation. 
Daniel immediately shows his gratitude with a prayer of thanksgiving. 
 
Daniel 2:23 “I offer thanks and praise to you, God of my fathers, because you have 
given me wisdom and power.” 
 
The book of Psalms highlights the words of David and how he encourages us to be 
thankful in all circumstances.  
  
Psalms 9:1 “I will thank the Lord with all my heart; I will declare all your wondrous 
works.”     
  
Through all the difficult experiences, Paul not only learned the meaning of true 
thanksgiving, he also encouraged Christians to give thanks at all times.                                                                                           
Ephesians 5:19 “Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving 
thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
 
 

Noon Day Bible Study 
Submitted by the Sister Tywana Perry 
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Jesus gave thanks for the food at the time of the miraculous feeding of five thousand 
people with five loaves of bread and two fish.  
 
John 6:11 “Then Jesus took the loaves, and after giving thanks he distributed them to 
those who were seated—so also with the fish, as much as they wanted.”   
 
As we pray in faith and bring our petitions before God, we should practice an attitude 
of gratitude. Thanksgiving strengthens faith and prepares us for the miracles of God.  
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Noon Day Bible Study (con’t.) 
Submitted by the Sister Tywana Perry 
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Happy 55th Anniversary to Deacon Claude and Deaconess Gloria Thomas 
Submitted by Deaconess Gloria Thomas 

On today and every day, I thank God 
for the wonderful man that He placed 
in my life on February 23, 1965. Since 
that day, my life has been forever 
changed.  Claude is truly a man of God, 
who loves the Lord, his family, and his 
country. A man of much honor, 
integrity and respect.  Claude and I will 
be celebrating 55 years of marriage on 
December 26, 2020.  We give thanks to 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for 
being there for us as we have 
weathered the mountains and valleys of 
life. 
 

O Give thanks unto the Lord; for He is good (Psalm 118:1) 



 As I began to reflect on thanksgiving, wonderful 
thoughts of family and friends sitting around the 
dinner table quickly came to mind.  It was a vivid 
picture of generations of cooking on display.  It was 
traditional southern soul food at its best. . . It was 
good cooking.  Good cooking that had been passed 
down through the years so that my mother, 
grandmothers, and aunts had masterfully perfected 
it.  
 
While the women had perfected their culinary 
abilities and idle chatter in the kitchen, the men also 
had an important role.  They watched football, ate 
dinner, and then watched even more football.  As 
much as I hate to admit it and as much as I like to 
see traditional roles of men and women set aside, 
each of the sexes knew what their respective role 
was. 
 
After getting past all of the delicious food, the 

togetherness, the love, the sharing, the true meaning of Thanksgiving, as an American 
holiday, and thanksgiving, in the Biblical sense, came to mind.  As I reflected on all of 
God’s goodness, it quickly became a phenomenal moment for me.  I have always been 
thankful for all of my blessings.  It is not, however, until one examines oneself—where 
you’ve been, where you are right now and where you see yourself going that you begin to 
recognize the magnitude of them—that it really impacts you. 
 
I recognize and acknowledge that I have so much to be thankful for.  Because there are so 
many areas, I put them into different categories—God, Family, Health/Life, Church, and 
Happiness.  First, I am thankful for God’s love.  It is such a tremendous blessing to not only 
know and love the Lord, but to also know that He loves and cares for me. 
 
Second, I am thankful for my family and the love that exudes within the walls of that 
wonderful place that regardless of where I live, I can always call home.  I am thankful for 
my mother and father, for the love that they have given me, the love that they have for God 
and for each other.  I cherish the wonderful memories of growing up in a family that did 
everything together. 
 
I thank God for the rich heritage that he has blessed me with and that today, I am proud of it.  
I can draw strength from the many sacrifices of my ancestors and my people as a whole.  
Without their perseverance in the presence of adversity, I would not be who I am today. 

Reflections 
Submitted by Sister Helen Ames Thomas McIntosh 
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Reflections (con’t.) 
Submitted by Sister Helen Ames Thomas McIntosh 
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Third, I am thankful for good health and life for 
my family and me.  Having suffered from 
asthma and severe allergies for most of my life, I 
thank God for delivering me from my sickness 
and showing me the healing power of the Earth 
and how to use it.  In addition, I also praise God 
for the health and life of my family.  In 
particular, I am thankful that God has renewed 
the health of my mother and father and given 
each of them a new beginning. 
 
Fourth, I also praise God for my church family 

and the love and warm fellowship that exists within Little Union Baptist Church.  As strange as 
it may sound, I also thank God for the “outhouse” in the first Little Union Baptist Church.  
Without this memory, I would not be able to appreciate every facet of our new church and the 
benefits of modern technology.  Every time I turn the corner to get on Mine Road, or head 
down to “Batestown” as some say, it’s a wonderful feeling to know Little Union Baptist 
Church is still there, and more importantly that God’s people are still there praising Him. 
 
Lastly, I am thankful for happiness and for each and every saint of God at Little Union.  May 
God Bless You and Happy Thanksgiving! 

Advocating for Change 
Submitted by Sister Marion Boulden 

The Little Union Baptist Church and its surrounding area has a rich 
history dating back generations.  Over the past few years, through 
the efforts of Brother Charles Reid and others in the community,  
historical markers were placed along Mine Road designating Little 
Union and the former Old Cabin Branch/Clarkson School as 
historical landmarks.   
 
Brother Charles Reid is now working with Prince William County 
Supervisor Andrea Bailey and members of her staff to change the 
street name of Mine Road back to Batestown Road.  Over the past 
month, Brother Reid has been collecting the signatures of people that 
lived on Batestown Road or visited Batestown and knew that the 
road was once named Batestown Road from Route 1 to the end of the 
road.  We thank Brother Reid for his efforts to preserve our history! 



As clouds gave way to a rainbow-filled sky 
Saturday, community members and local and state 
officials unveiled a long-planned statue of Jennie 
Dean, a former slave who eventually created the 
first school for Black children in Manassas. 
 
The statue is the centerpiece of the Manassas 
Industrial School/Jennie Dean Memorial Update at 
9601 Wellington Road.  The city held a socially-
distanced ceremony for donors to the project, also 
attended by Manassas Mayor Harry J. Parrish II, 
Lt. Gov. Justin E. Fairfax, Sen. Mark R. Warner, 

and Rep. Jennifer Wexon. 
 
Dean’s Manassas Industrial School educated more than 5,000 students during a time when 
African Americans had few schooling opportunities. 
 
Born as an enslaved person in Prince William County in 1848, Dean spent almost 10 years 
after the Civil War raising money for what would become the Manassas Industrial School 
for Colored Youth.  Chartered on October 7, 1893, the school’s first building was dedicated 
in September of 1894 in a ceremony led by Frederick Douglas. 
 
The bronze statue was created by Bristow artist and Manassas Museum volunteer 
Christopher Hill, who faced a particular challenge in creating the statue because only one 
photo of Jennie Dean exists, and that photo is a head and shoulders image.  He immersed 
himself in period research and the Jennie Dean story to create a more compelling work. 
 
“Her left arm is outstretched, forming a clear line between the head, the heart, and the hand.  
These are the three parts of the body Jennie Dean had wished to strengthen through 
academic education, participation in faith services, and training in trade and industry,” Hill 
says.  “Over time, I hope that people will take her hand and wear away its patina.  When this 
hand begins to polish and shine, it will reflect the engagement Jennie Dean continues to 
inspire in the community.” 
 
Next year the hexagonal base will be adorned with six bronze reliefs of classroom scenes 
illustrating trades taught at the school. 
 
Efforts to build a memorial to Jennie Dean began as early as 1984.  The City of Manassas 
Historical Committee and the Manassas Museum acquired the 4.4 acres for the memorial, 
then owned by Prince William County schools, in 1992.  The present memorial opened in 
1995, but the planned statue of Miss Jennie Dean was delayed until a future date when more 
funds could be raised. 

Manassas Unveils Statue of Former Slave and School Founder Jennie Dean 
Courtesy of the October 26, 2020, Edition of Insidenova.com 
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Manassas Unveils Statue of Former Slave and School Founder Jennie Dean (con’t.) 
Courtesy of the October 26, 2020, Edition of Insidenova.com 
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More than 130 donors met the $175,000 goal for the two year-long project, that includes 
the plaza surrounding the statute.  The update was also funded by a Capital Improvement 
Project $350,000 appropriation.  Fundraising continues for Phase Two of the Memorial 
Update, which includes connected walking paths, interpretive signage, and an amphitheater 
for community use. 
 
Note:  A number of current and former members of the Little Union Baptist Church 
attended and/or graduated from the Manassas Industrial School, also affectionately called 
simply “Jennie Dean.”  It’s worth noting, one of the contributors to the Jennie Dean 
Memorial Update was the local chapter of the NCNW, NW Section, Manassas, Virginia, of 
which Deaconess Gloria Thomas is the President. 

In Everything Give Thanks 
Poet:  Unknown 

For all that God in mercy sends - 
For health and children, home and friends; 
For comfort in the time of need, 
For every kindly word and deed, 
For happy talks and holy thoughts; 
For guidance in our daily walk - 
In everything give thanks! 
 
For beauty in this world of ours, 
For verdant grass and lovely flowers, 
For song of birds, for horn of bees, 
For the refreshing summer breeze, 
For hill and plain, for streams and wood, 
For the great ocean's mighty flood - 
In everything give thanks! 
 
For the sweet sleep which comes with night, 
For the returning morning's light, 
For the bright sun that shines on high, 
For the stars glittering in the sky - 
For these and everything we see, 
O Lord our hearts we lift to thee; 
In everything give thanks!  



 
 

Although things are not perfect; 
Because of trail or pain; 

Continue in Thanksgiving; 
Do not begin to blame; 

 
Even when the times are hard; 

Fierce winds are bound to blow; 
God is forever able; 

Hold on to what you know; 
 

Imagine life without His love; 
Joy would cease to be; 

Keep thanking Him for all the things; 
Love imparts to thee; 

 
Move out of "Camp complaining"; 

No weapon that is known; 
On earth can yield the power; 

Praise can do alone; 
 

Quit looking at the future; 
Redeem the time at hand; 

Start every day with worship; 
To "thank" is a command; 

 
Until we see Him coming; 

Victorious in the sky; 
We'll run the race with gratitude; 

Xalting God most high; 
 

Yes, there’ll be good times and yes some will be bad; but . . . 
Zion waits in glory...where none are ever sad!  

The ABC’s of Thanksgiving 
Poet:  Unknown 
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Giving Thanks 
Submitted by the New Members Ministry 
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O GIVE thanks unto the Lord; call upon his name:  make 
known his deeds among the people.  Psalm 105:1 
 
On behalf of the New Members Ministry, we would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize and thank those saints 
who joined the Little Union Baptist Church family over the 
past year.  In spite of COVID-19, the following have joined 
our Church since January:  Brother Bryant Poole, Sr., Sister 
Trivia Poole, Brother Bryant Poole, Jr., Sister Constance 
Willis, Brother Scotty Fuller, and Brother Robert Burton.  
To God be the Glory for the great things He has done and 
continues to do.   

 
We wish everyone a safe and Happy Thanksgiving! 

First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ 
for you all, that your faith is spoken of 
throughout the whole world. Romans 1:8 
 
The Pastor’s Aide Ministry would like to 
take this opportunity to wish everyone a 
safe and Happy Thanksgiving!  
 
Focus on the reason for the season and in 
all that you do, be thankful that God has 
brought you through! 
 

May God continue to richly bless each of you during this holiday season!   

Thanks be to God 
Submitted by the Pastor’s Aide Ministry 



 

Treats in Trunks 
Held October 31, 2020 
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Be thankful that you don't already have everything you desire. 
If you did, what would there be to look forward to? 

Be thankful when you don't know something, 
for it gives you the opportunity to learn. 

 
Be thankful for the difficult times. 

During those times you grow. 
Be thankful for your limitations, 

because they give you opportunities for improvement. 
Be thankful for each new challenge, 

because it will build your strength and character. 
 

Be thankful for your mistakes. 
They will teach you valuable lessons. 

Be thankful when you're tired and weary, 
because it means you've made a difference. 

 
It's easy to be thankful for the good things. 

A life of rich fulfillment comes to those who 
are also thankful for the setbacks. 

Gratitude can turn a negative into a positive. 
Find a way to be thankful for your troubles, 

and they can become your blessings.  
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Be Thankful 
Poet:  Unknown 



 

Community of Churches Thanksgiving Food Giveaway 
Held November 21, 2020 
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Pastor Appreciation Day! 
Held October 17, 2020 
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Thank God for this! 
That once again we are alive to greet the spring; 

To smell the earth, fresh-washed with rain 
To watch each little growing thing; 

And, watching, feel each bud and leaf 
Are symbols of the death of grief. 

To think we're privileged to see laburnum's graceful gold cascade; 
The pink and white fragility of dainty springtime's hill and glade; 

And seeing, feel desire to praise 
The Source of all these beauteous days. 

 
Thank God for this! 

That we can feel a burgeoning within the heart; 
That springtime has the power to heal the wound of grief, 

Its pain and smart; 
Reveal a new and friendly earth where blossom joy and cheer and mirth. 

 
Thank God for this! 

We see His face framed in the loveliness of spring, 
We see the workings of His grace in every little growing thing. 

We see His face, we hear His voice 
Bidding all downcast souls rejoice.  

 

 

Thanksgiving 
Poet:  Wilhelmina Stitch 
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August  

 4 Deacon Arthur Carter 

 12 Sister Serenity Jordan 

 12 Sister Sylvia Funny 

 16 Reverend Lamarr Johnson 

 18 Deaconess Carrie Hazzard 

 18 Sister Tonie Clemons-Porter 

 18 Sister Van Tinsley 

 26 Sister Juanita Singleton 

 31 Sister Jillian Porter 

 

September  

 2 Sister Melissa Ayres 

 7 Trustee Walter Carter 

 8 Deacon Joel Thomas, Sr. 

 8 Sister Renee Williams 

 17 Sister Lucille Atkins 

 17 Sister Carolyn Brooks 

 17 Reverend Kaipha Brown 

 18 Sister Mary Cole 

 21 Brother Mason Fuller 

 21 Sister Naquita Harris 

 23 Sister Tonie Jones 

 26 Brother Ti-Shawn Gordon 

 27 Brother Bryant Poole, Jr. 

 28 Brother Michael Harris 

 30 Sister Agnes Fields 
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Happy Birthday Blessings to. . . 
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October  

 2 Sister Teanne Perry 

 5 Deaconess Manya Jackson 

 5 Trustee Donald Jones, Sr. 

 9 Sister Mary Johnson 

 12 Sister Phyllis Williams 

 15 Sister Tammie Ware 

 15 Deacon Clyde Washington 

 18 Reverend Leroy Bell 

 19 Sister Debra Fuller 

 20 Brother Everette Woolen 

 21 Brother Albert Dukes II 

 22 Sister Genevieve Ayres 

 27 Sister Jiselle Paris Perry 

 29 Sister Jean Dukes 

 

November 

 3 Sister Judith Norfleet 

 5 Sister Jackie Carter 

 5 Brother Charles Johnson 

 5 Deacon Willie Thomas, Jr. 

 11 Trustee Curtis Porter 

 14 Deaconess Caroline Yelder 

 20 Brother Elvis Walton 

 21 Brother Abel Roa 

  

Happy Birthday Blessings to. . . (con’t.) 
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December 
 3 Sister Noel Washington 
 7 Sister Charvii Smith 
 9 Sister Trinity Woolen 
 13 Sister Mia Grayson 
 13 Sister Patricia Jenkins 
 15 Sister Deidra Talley 
 16 Sister Kiersten Sessoms 
 17 Pastor Michael Sessoms 
 24 Sister Sheila Reid 
 27 Sister Norma Smalley 
 28 Brother Joshua Jones 
 28 First Lady Pamela Sessoms 
 30 Sister Dawn Daniels 
 30 Sister Charmaine Delaware 
 30 Brother Herman Edwards 
 30 Sister Rayne Turner 
 31 Sister Juanita Gomez 
 
January 
 1 Sister Amijah Jordan 
 3 Trustee Alvin Lambert 
 3 Deaconess Gwen Washington 
 5 Sister Brenda Bumbrey 
 5 Sister Mae Minor 
 5 Brother Humes Gregory 
 8 Sister Thalsidia Garcia 
 8 Deaconess Gloria Thomas 
 10 Deaconess Verna Jordan 
 14 Sister Dottie Burton 
 14 Brother Malachi David 
 15 Deaconess Evelyn Bell 
 15 Brother Aidan Washington 
 21 Sister Patsy Smith 
 24 Brother Lester Johnson 
 30 Sister Kenya Harris-Roa 
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Happy Birthday Blessings to. . . (con’t.) 
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August 
 10 Reverend James and Sister Ella Greer 
 19 Trustee Alvin and Deaconess Harriet Lambert 
 21 Deacon Clyde and Deaconess Gwen Washington 
 26 Minister Lee and Sister Claudia Banks 
 29 Trustee Walter and Deaconess Kathryn Carter 
 
September 
 6 Brother Joseph and Sister Charmaine Delaware 
 8 Brother Charles and Sister Sheila Reid 
 20 Deacon Wilbert and Sister Julietta Norfleet 
 24 Reverend Lamarr and Sister Kelli Johnson 
 
October 
 12 Reverend Leroy and Deaconess Evelyn Bell 
 
November 
 1 Brother Michael and Sister Chanelle Gordon 
 29 Brother Abel and Sister Kenya Roa 
 30 Reverend James and Sister Debra Fuller 
 
December 
 4 Brother Albert and Sister Jean Dukes 
 4 Deacon Verne and Sister Mercedes Ashby 
 26 Deacon Claude and Deaconess Gloria Thomas 
 
January 
 23 Brother Samuel and Sister Agnes Fields 
 30 Brother Stewart and Sister Mary Cole 
 
 

Happy Anniversary Blessings to. . . 
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Congratulations. . . . 

On Saturday, November 14, 2020, the Deacon catechism for Deacon-Elect Claude Thomas and 
Deacon-Elect Wilbert Norfleet was held.  It was a closed event with Pastor Michael L. 
Sessoms, the Deacon Board, and the candidates.  Following the catechism, the candidates were 
ordained as Deacon Claude Thomas and Deacon Wilbert Norfleet.  The formal ordination 
ceremony will be held when the congregation is able to return to the sanctuary. Please join us 
in congratulating Deacon Thomas and Deacon Norfleet! 

Deacon Wilbert Norfleet Deacon Claude Thomas 
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Little Union Baptist Church 
17150 Mine Road 

P.O. Box 58 
Dumfries, VA  22026 

Phone:  703-221-4994 
Fax:  703-221-0356 

Email:  littleunion@verizon.net 
Website:  www.little-union.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/1143119166027019/ 
 

Weekly Prayer:  Monday at 7:00am EST 
Call:  513-386-0000; Access Code:  1056417 

IMPORTANT:  The updating of e-mail addresses, home addresses and telephone numbers 
currently on file with the LUBC Church Clerk is a responsibility of each LUBC member. 
Information “on record” is accepted as accurate and will be used for official notification 
purposes. The same information will be used by the Congregational Members Care Ministry to 
maintain contact with all Church members on a regular basis.   
 
Please submit all announcements for Sunday Services to Church Clerk Marion Boulden by 
Wednesday at 10am EST each week.   
 
To make a contribution online, text Little Union to 77977 from your cellphone. 

Sunday School Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship Sunday, 10:45 a.m. (Virtual Service at 9:00 a.m.) 
Baptism 3rd Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 
Communion 3rd Sunday during Morning Worship 
New Members Orientation 1st and 2nd Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study Wednesday, 12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

Worship on Wednesday (WOW) 4th Wednesday,7 p.m. (will not be held during 
Spring/Fall Revival) 

Men’s Fellowship 2nd Sunday, 8:00 a.m. 
Women’s Fellowship 4th Saturday, 9 a.m. 
7 at 7 Weekly Prayer Call Monday, 7:00 a.m. to 7:07 a.m. 
Prayer and Fasting 1st Monday from 5:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Prayer Meeting 1st Monday from 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Schedule of Services 




