
Grace Covenant Church 

The Lord’s Day, 12/05/21 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
  

Today we will not have Sunday school or a vesper. After the service, we will have a fellowship meal, 
and we will hear a brief update from missionaries and pray for those gospel outposts. 
  
The youth will have their annual Christmas party at the Joneses' home on Friday, December 17, 
from 6:30 pm-8:30 pm. RSVP to Laurie Jones and plan to bring a $10 gift if you’d like to participate 
in the gift game. 
  
There will be a young adult Christmas fellowship at the Eaveys’ home on Saturday, December 18, at 
6:30 pm. RSVP to Zach if you will be attending and plan to bring a snack to share. 
  
Please join us for our Christmas Eve service at 5:00 pm, followed by a “small plate” fellowship at 
6:30 pm. Bring an hors d'oeuvre or dessert to share and plan to stay for a bit after the service. 
  
If you are interested in church membership, please complete and submit the questionnaire located 
on our website (gracecovenantvb.org) by December 31. 

Beginning in January, we will be offering new members’ classes at GCC at 9:00 am on the first 
Sunday of each month through July. Please see the bulletin insert for details. These classes are for 
those who are new to life at GCC and for not-so-new members who would like a refresher.  
  

  

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                           PASTOR JIM SIRECI 
Psalm 22:26 

Those who seek Him shall praise the LORD! 
May your hearts live forever! 

TIME OF CONFESSION                                                                     PASTOR JIM SIRECI 
Zechariah 8:14–17  
  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                PASTOR JIM SIRECI 
Isaiah 40:1–2 

Comfort, comfort My people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. 

 

      O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL                                 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear. 

http://gracecovenantvb.org/


  
Chorus 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
  
O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 
Who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 
In ancient times didst give the law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. 
Chorus 
  
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan's tyranny; 
From depths of hell thy people save, 
And give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  
Chorus 
  
O come, thou Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death's dark shadows put to flight.  
Chorus 
  
O come, thou Key of David, come 
And open wide our heav'nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery.  
Chorus 

  

RESPONSIVE READING               __                                            ______MR. DANIEL LONG 
John 15:9-17 

“As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you. Abide in My love. 
  
If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's 
commandments and abide in His love. 
  
These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 
  
This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
  
Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 
  
You are My friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the 
servant does not know what his master is doing;  
  
but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you. 
You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and 
that your fruit should abide,  
  



so that whatever you ask the Father in My name, He may give it to you. These things I command 
you, so that you will love one another.” AMEN! 
  

PSALM 133                                                
Tune: Rejoice! The Lord Is King 

How beautiful the sight 
Of brethren who agree 
In friendship to unite, 
And bonds of charity; 
'Tis like the precious ointment, shed 
O'er all his robes, from Aaron's head. 
  
'Tis like the dew that fills 
The cups of Hermon's flow'rs; 
Or Zion's fruitful hill, 
Bright with the drops of show'rs, 
When mingling odors breathe around, 
And glory rests on all the ground. 
  
For there the Lord commands 
Blessings, a boundless store, 
From his unsparing hands, 
Yea, life for evermore: 
Thrice happy they who meet above 
To spend eternity in love! 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TELL ME THE STORY OF JESUS 
Tell me the story of Jesus, 
Write on my heart ev'ry word; 
Tell me the story most precious, 
Sweetest that ever was heard. 
Tell how the angels, in chorus, 
Sang as they welcomed his birth, 
"Glory to God in the highest! 
Peace and good tidings to earth." 
  
Chorus 
Tell me the story of Jesus, 
Write on my heart ev'ry word; 
Tell me the story most precious, 
Sweetest that ever was heard. 
  



Fasting alone in the desert, 
Tell of the days that are past, 
How for our sins he was tempted, 
Yet was triumphant at last. 
Tell of the years of his labor, 
Tell of the sorrow he bore; 
He was despised and afflicted, 
Homeless, rejected, and poor. 
Chorus 
  
Tell of the cross where they nailed him, 
Writhing in anguish and pain; 
Tell of the grave where they laid him, 
Tell how he liveth again. 
Love in that story so tender, 
Clearer than ever I see: 
Stay, let me weep while you whisper; 
Love paid the ransom for me. 
Chorus 
  
PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                PASTOR JOSHUA HENSON 

OFFERTORY 

MINISTRY OF THE WORD                                                     PASTOR JOSHUA HENSON  
“Love is as Strong as Death”                                  Song  of Solomon 7:9b–8:7 

  

LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING 
Tune: Jesus! What a Friend For Sinners! 
 
Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heav’n, to earth come down, 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
All thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love thou art. 
Visit us with thy salvation; 
Enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
  
Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 
Into ev’ry troubled breast. 
Let us all in thee inherit, 
Let us find the promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be. 
End of faith, as its beginning, 
Set our hearts at liberty. 
  
Come, Almighty, to deliver, 



Let us all thy life receive. 
Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore they temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve thee as thy hosts above, 
Pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
Glory in thy perfect love. 
  
Finish, then, thy new creation; 
True and spotless let us be. 
Let us see thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in thee. 
Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heav’n we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before thee, 
Lost in wonder, love and praise. 
  
CHILDREN’S LESSON                                                                  PASTOR JOSHUA HENSON                                                           

All children up through the fifth grade are invited to come forward to the stage for the lesson. 

  

DOXOLOGY 

 

BENEDICTION                                                                                 PASTOR JOSHUA HENSON 

 



  

  

 



 


