
FUNDRAISING 101 
 
Raising support for your trip is a big part of your journey. God loves using the process 
of raising support to build your faith in Him. When God provides the money you need, 
He will receive glory - and God receiving glory is really what this is all about.  
 
You can include others on the trip by inviting them to pray strategically and give 
financially. We have seen some students raise more money than they ever expected or 
needed. We have also had students who receive the remaining sum of their money just 
before the deadline. God wants to use this process to increase your faith in Him. 
 
Below you will find four keys that will lead you to fundraising success: 
 

1. Pray 
Acknowledge your dependence on God’s provision and ask specifically, 
expecting Him to provide for you.  

 
2. Develop a Plan 

Decide on a plan of action to help you accomplish your goals and meet your 
deadlines. Begin implementing your plan now. Don’t take the “it will all fall into 
place in its own time” approach. There’s a difference in having faith and being 
irresponsible.  

 
3. Begin Now  

Fundraising and procrastination do not go together. The more time you invest in 
this effort, the more success you will have. Start writing your support letter 
today.  

 
4. Get Help  

Do not hesitate to ask or call if you need help. We are here to pray with you and 
assist you as you work through this aspect of your mission experience.  

 
 
  



WAYS TO RAISE YOUR FUNDS 
 

There are two main areas where you should seek support: Letter Writing and The 
Classics. The most successful stories we have heard come from participants who have 
made efforts to raise support from both.  
 
LETTER WRITING 
 
Writing letters is a tried and true way to let people know what God is doing and how He 
has led you to be involved. It also allows you to invite them to participate with you in 
this experience. Letters are especially effective when it comes to informing people who 
do not live near you. So, where do you begin? Below are some practical steps and 
hints. Pay attention to the tips given when writing your letter – there is definitely a right 
and wrong way to do this! 
 

1. Pray specifically that God will lead you to the right people. As your list develops, 
pray for these people individually. 
 

2. Make a list of people you know (relatives, church members, parents’ friends, 
etc.) and write a letter asking them to pray for you and if they feel led, to give 
financially.  
 

3. Write a warm and personal letter. I’ve attached a sample letter for reference. 
Make sure you proofread your letter and let people know how to respond.  
 

4. Call your recipients about seven days after mailing the letters. When you call, 
ask them if they received your letter, if they have any questions, and if they have 
had a chance to pray about supporting you. If so, ask them how God has 
directed them. Calling to follow up is a crucial step. Don’t expect people to give 
just because they received a letter.  
 

5. Send a personal, handwritten thank you note as soon as you receive a 
contribution from someone.  
 

6. After several people have responded, it can be helpful to send a second letter 
letting people know how far along you are. Thank those who have given and let 
them know how much is still needed to reach your goal.  

7. Keep track of letters, phone calls, and thank you notes. 
  



Below is a sample letter from iGo Global. 
You’ll want to adapt it for your trip. 

 
Dear [name]:  
 
God has called me to do something this summer that I know will transform my life. 
From (dates of the trip including Base Camp), I will be participating in a short-term 
mission trip to (country) with iGo Global. iGo Global is a ministry that is devoted to 
teaching, training, and sending students around the world on short-term trips. All iGo 
teams work with career missionaries from the International Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.  
 
While on this journey, my time and energy will be spent doing (give a short description 
of your trip based on the information from our website). I want to invite you to be a part 
of this experience in my life by becoming a "sender." I need "senders" who will commit 
to pray for me as I prepare for this trip. I also need "senders" who will commit to 
supporting me on this trip financially. The total cost of the trip is (insert cost) and 
includes all expenses such as airfare, accommodations, food, and training. I will be 
making some personal sacrifices for the next couple of months as I try to raise the 
money for my trip, but I know that I cannot raise all of it on my own. I need your 
assistance to help cover part of the cost of this trip. Would you consider investing in 
my life and in the lives of those to whom I will be ministering by giving financially 
toward my trip? 
If you would like to help send me, we have set up an account with (name of church). 
You can make your check payable to (church name). Please do not put my name 
anywhere on the check. Instead, you can designate the money for me by putting my 
name on the envelope. All contributions are tax-deductible. $(xxx) is due on (due date). 
Thank you for taking the time to read this. I will be calling you in the next few days to 
see if you have any questions.  
 
Gratefully,  
 
[your name]  
 
P.S. I am confident that this experience is going to be a marker in my spiritual life, and I 
thank you for considering being a part of it. I know that God will build my faith by 
providing the (total cost) and that He will stretch my faith as I make Him known to 
those who have not heard the Good News of Jesus.  
  



THE CLASSICS 
 
Classic fundraisers are the best way to reach those in the general public to whom you 
would have never written a letter. Keep in mind that there are Christians who do not go 
to your church and are not friends or relatives who may want to get behind what you 
are doing. God may very well use someone you do not even know to help fund your 
trip if you make your need known. 
 
In addition to letters, offering services (babysitting, lawn mowing, watching pets, etc.) 
is a great way to raise funds. This has been especially effective if people know that 
you're working to earn money for the trip. In the past, some students have sold goods 
(t-shirts, stickers, journals, baked goods, etc.), done "Pick A Square," and have 
organized garage sales. There's really no end to what you can do to raise funds. The 
key is to make sure that people are aware that they are partnering with you on this trip. 
Let me know if you need help or ideas. 
 
Some ideas that people have used in the past are:  
 
Personal Sacrifice  

Before you ask for support from someone else, you should ask yourself what 
sacrifices you are willing to make to contribute to your own support. God might be 
leading you to cut corners, get a part-time job, offer to do odd jobs, or even ask for 
contributions instead of a birthday or Christmas gift this year. 

 
Pledge a Mile  

Map out your trip and indicate the miles it will take for you to get there. Figure up 
the cost per mile to pay for your journey (divide the trip cost by the number of miles 
from your house to the country) and ask people to buy a mile or more to help get 
you there.  

 
Dinner/Banquet  

Hopefully, you can get someone to donate or help prepare the meal. You then 
either sell tickets to the dinner, or advertise the time, date, and place and charge 
people at the door. Always give them a chance to give above and beyond the ticket 
price. 

 
Homemade Stuff  

You can make jewelry, t-shirts, birdhouses, hot sauce, or whatever. Sell the goods 
to people after explaining to them where the money is going to be used.  

 
Bake Sale  

Bake items and set aside a day to sell them or take orders and deliver.  
 



Restaurant Cuts  
Some restaurants are willing to give you a cut of their profits if you volunteer to 
work/advertise for them. Ask around to see what local restaurants might be willing 
to help you in this way. Many programs like this are already in place and at your 
fingertips if you will ask. 

 
Auctions or Garage Sales  

Another great way to get your church involved is through a garage sale or auction. 
You can have church members donate items to your cause and then sell or auction 
them off.  

 
The Old-Fashioned Way  

Earn some of your money by doing yard work, washing cars, washing windows, 
cleaning gutters, etc. When doing tasks like this, be sure to mention to those you 
work for that the money you earn will be put towards the cost of your trip. This 
knowledge may cause them to give more than they usually would for your services. 

 
Create Your Own  

Invent a new way to do fundraising by using your own creativity. Don’t forget to 
share it with us so we can share it with others in the future.  

 
No matter how you choose to raise your support, make sure that you follow up with 
every supporter after your trip. These people want to know how things went, and they 
love to hear how their gift was used to make a difference. 
 


