
 

Statement of belief about ethnicity, as disciples of Jesus Christ 

All mankind was created equally in the image of God, to be his image-bearers and reflect his beautifully 

diverse characteristics and attributes (Genesis 1:26-27). We believe that God created mankind as one 

human race, that we are all descended from Adam and Eve originally, then through Noah and his family. 

While we all share the same parentage, God has made and gifted everyone uniquely and this is 

displayed in our physical attributes. We believe that the ethnic and cultural diversity seen in the various 

tribes, peoples, and nations of the world flows from God’s good design for humanity and displays the 

diversity of God Himself. This wondrous variety we see displayed in our human family was seeded within 

our first parents by God before sin entered the world.  

But in the Fall, we see that the nature of sin is to separate us from God and one another (Genesis 3:8-12, 

16). Good, God-given differences between fellow image bearers turned into divisions with the very first 

sin. Ever since, differences of all types have been and continue to be a source of disagreement, disunity, 

prejudice, and discrimination. A word commonly used in our society for such prejudicial discrimination 

towards those with different skin color or physical characteristics is the term, “racism”, which stems 

from the mistaken notion that humans are biologically divided by different races. However, the Bible 

teaches that we are all one human race, with a wonderful variety of outward physical characteristics 

displayed in many people groups and nations.  

The Bible never refers to different groups of humans as different races but refers to humans as different 

tribes, tongues, peoples, and nations. The term ethnicity derives from the Greek word, “ethnos”, which 

is one of the most used terms to delineate different people groups in the New Testament. Because of 

this, we prefer to use the term “ethnicity”, instead of race, when referring to differences in outward 

appearances and cultures. Also, while we do not use the term racism in this statement, we readily 

acknowledge and mourn the reality that individuals and peoples around the world, including our own 

nation, have historically experienced and continue to suffer from prejudice, discrimination, hatred, 

subjugation, and gross injustices because of their ethnic differences. We believe that all such division is 

antithetical to God’s good design, the gospel of Jesus Christ, and Christ’s great commandments, and 

should be both rejected and opposed.  God’s eternal plan has always been to unite all things in Christ 

through the gospel (Ephesians 1:7-10), and one of the primary revealed triumphs of Christ’s effectual 

work is an eternally united multi-ethnic humanity (Revelation 7:9-12).  

All people have sinned, none of us have any merit before God on our own (Romans 3:9-20, 23, 

Ephesians 2:1-3), and all of us equally need the redemption that is offered through faith in Jesus Christ 

alone (Romans 3:21-28, Ephesians 2:5-9). There is no ethnicity or people group that is superior to any 

other ethnicity or people group in value, worth and dignity (Romans 3:29-30). When God called 

Abraham, He made it clear that His intention in doing so was not just so Abraham’s family would be 

blessed, but that through them, all the families of the earth might be blessed (Genesis 12:1-3).  

No one is righteous, no not one. We all must repent and believe the good news of Jesus Christ and be 

born again. The gospel of Jesus Christ tears down the dividing walls that once separated us all 

(Ephesians 2:11-22), so that we might shine forth the multi-faceted wisdom of God more fully 

(Ephesians 3:1-12). All people, from every ethnicity, language, tribe and nation, who are now in Christ 

Jesus, have become a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 

that together we may proclaim the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness and into his 



 

marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9). The church is God’s primary means to communicate the gospel and is 

intended to be a chief means of uniting all people in Christ (Matthew 28:18-20, 2 Corinthians 5:14-20). 

God is greatly glorified when his church celebrates a diversity of ethnicities, ages, and socio-economic 

backgrounds as one in Christ Jesus (Romans 10:11-12, 1 Corinthians 12:13-14, Galatians 3:28, Colossians 

3:11-15). Evident differences between various ethnic groups will remain part of who we are in Christ for 

eternity (Revelation 7:9-17). Any elevation of a specific ethnicity, language, tribe, or nation above any 

other group, or animosity directed towards another group is antithetical to the gospel and anathema.  In 

addition, there is no biblical justification for the separation of ethnicities regarding marriage, the family, 

the local church, ecclesiastical bodies, or society. 

Because sin remains in every human heart, sinful discrimination, partiality, and divisions remain part of 

our world, and sadly, will continue to plague us until Christ returns. As Christ’s transformed community, 

the church should seek to be distinctly set apart.  Scripture calls us as believers to mourn with those who 

mourn, to comfort those who are afflicted and stand up for those who are oppressed, (Romans 12:15-

16, Matthew 5:4, 2 Corinthians 1:4, Zechariah 7:9-10, Proverbs 14:31, Psalm 9:7-10, Psalm 103:5-6). As 

God’s agents of his grace, it is right and good for the church to uphold and pursue justice, equality and 

liberty for every ethnicity, using every peaceful and legal means provided (Deuteronomy 16:19, 24:17, 

Psalm 82:1-4, Proverbs 21:3, Isaiah 1:17, Jeremiah 22:3, Hosea 12:6, Amos 5:15, Micah 6:8, Matthew 

23:23, Hebrews 11:32-38, Romans 13:1-8, Titus 3:1). However, as Christians, we must obey God’s laws 

first and foremost, and if man’s laws contradict God’s laws, we have an obligation to peaceful 

disobedience, as we seek to honor God as our unrivaled king. (Acts 4:18-19, Daniel 3, Daniel 6, 1 Peter 3, 

Acts 5:27-29, Acts 5:40-42).  

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called to make disciples of all nations, teaching them to observe what 

Jesus has commanded us. These teachings of Jesus include showing mercy, seeking freedom for 

prisoners, providing for the poor, doing good, seeking justice, correcting oppression and setting at 

liberty those who are oppressed (Luke 4:18-19) — all works reflecting our obedience to Christ’s 

commands to love the Lord God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves (Matthew 22:36-40).  As disciples of Christ our primary identity is our union with 

Him, and our first responsibility is to follow where He leads. We have no higher allegiance or 

commitment.  

This statement is purposefully biblical and theological in nature. We recognize that it does not answer 

every question related to current events or what specific actions we as individuals may be called to. This 

is intentional on our part for two reasons. First, we want each individual and family to wrestle with how 

to apply the Biblical truths that this statement sets forth. We all must seek to walk in a manner that is 

worthy of the gospel regarding how we treat those of different ethnicities. Each of us as disciples of 

Jesus Christ are responsible to make informed decisions that will appropriately honor God, as we live as 

Christ’s ambassadors in this dark and broken world. Second, we recognize that our responses and 

callings will differ from person to person and family to family.  We all need to engage with these truths, 

but our actions will not all look the same.  We need grace from God to act in obedience to how He is 

specifically leading us, and we need grace for one another to live in charitable unity when Christ calls 

others to different areas of action and obedience (Galatians 5:13-15, Romans 14, 1 Corinthians 8). 


