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June 23, 2020       Greetings Calvary Family!             
 

We are now moving towards resuming in-person gatherings for our Calvary family of church campuses. While we are 

eager, we continue to go about this patiently, and with much prayerful study, planning, and thoughtful intentionality, 

establishing clear guidelines and protocols, for your safety and for the safety of our community. 
 

Included with this letter is a brief survey to assess our readiness and willingness to gather with some "new normals" 

as we prepare to resume in-person worship and our other important ministries, as well as the Alcoholics Anonymous 

meetings and other groups we host, that are all part of Calvary's presence in the communities we serve BETTER 

TOGETHER in Clarkston, White Lake, Pontiac, Lapeer, and Pinckney, and far beyond!   
 

Of course, all of this is assuming the encouraging coronavirus trends continue for us here in Michigan. We will be phasing 

things in over a number of weeks, not just opening back up all at once, and of course our online worship will continue, 

not just during this time of pandemic, but into the future, as we are able to reach so many people in so many places, near 

and far, through this miracle of technology that God has provided. Thank you, God! 
 

I again want to remind you that while our church facilities have been closed, our church has never been closed! We are 

the hands and feet of Jesus in the world, wherever we have been these past few months, and wherever we will be into the 

future. Even in the midst of all of the pain and hardship, God is continuing to use this time to help us grow in ways we 

probably wouldn't have otherwise. We have learned to effectively utilize exciting new technologies, explored new serving 

opportunities, and have been opened up to do some much-needed examination of our hearts and our society regarding the 

racism and injustice in our midst. We are being reminded of what matters most to God, and what it really means for us to 

worship, serve, love our neighbors, and really be the church in all seasons called to be the light for the world God loves, to 

the very corners of the earth. I believe this is a big part of the LEGACY for ourselves and for our church that we are 

forging right now in the midst of these challenges, and that will impact generations to come, as "we leave what we live!" 
 

We are so blessed to have been able to continue, and even grow, our vital Calvary ministries, mostly online, during this 

time of pandemic quarantine, and as we have all sought to do our part to curb the spread of the coronavirus. We are so 

thankful to be seeing hopeful trends in the number of new cases and that, as a result, many things are beginning to open 

back up again and the economy can now begin to recover, too. THANK YOU for all that each of you has done, by either 

staying home or continuing to work and serve on the frontline and in other essential jobs for all of us. THANK YOU also 

for your continued commitment to doing your part in keeping our members, friends, and community safe moving forward 

into the "new normals" that will be part of nearly every aspect of our lives for the foreseeable future!   
 

Now we are praying and carefully planning for returning to in-person worship and other ministries within our 

Calvary Family, by seeking the best recommendations, scientific data, and spiritual guidance available. I want to 

remind you again that, as we continue to be responsible, this return will not happen all at once. Rather, it will be a process 

over the weeks and months ahead as we seek to appropriately balance our eagerness to be together again with a 

continued emphasis on reducing risk as much as possible. We all know that we cannot simply "return to normal" 

immediately, but will move in phases with the safety and well-being of our congregation and communities we serve at the 

forefront. We also know that this may not be a steady or uninterrupted process, as we continue to assess the trends, and 

respond appropriately. Thank you for your prayers, patience, and continued support of Calvary's ministries in Clarkston, 

White Lake, Pontiac, Lapeer, Pinckney, and far beyond! 
 

In Christ's Service - Blessed to Be a Blessing to Others! 

 

Pastor Jonathan Heierman 

Senior Pastor  



June 22, 2020 SURVEY 
Safe Start Guidelines for returning to in-person worship and events in the Calvary Family 

This CONFIDENTIAL SURVEY includes some questions related to your current feelings about returning to regular 

worship and other ministry activities. Please return this survey as soon as possible by mail or by dropping it off at one of 

our church campuses. You can also find an online version of this survey at CalvaryInfo.org and ShalomLife.org. Your 

thoughtful responses are very important to us and will assist us in preparing to welcome you back in person in the best 

way we can during this unprecedented time in our lives," BETTER TOGETHER!" 

Please note, that as we proceed in phases toward an intentional Safe Start return to in-person worship and other church 

ministries, we will be following, in addition to our biblical call to love and care for others, the guidance of the CDC, the 

State of Michigan, Oakland County, our insurance providers, and our ELCA Southeast Michigan Synod, as well as 

carefully watching the trends related to coronavirus cases in our area.  

This survey should only take less than 5 minutes to complete. Please carefully read each question.  

1. Our initial Safe Start Guidelines for indoor worship and other events will include: a) wearing face coverings, b) 

practicing physical distancing, c) seating and restroom capacity limits, d) registering before or upon entry into the 

building, e) hand washing/sanitizing stations, f) revised worship practices, g) no coffee service, and h) the request for 

sick or highly vulnerable persons to remain at home. With these guidelines in mind, which best describes your attitude 

toward returning to in-person worship and activities at Calvary at this time? Select one: 

❑ I will return at the first opportunity. 

❑ I will return at the first opportunity, but with some concerns or reservations. 

❑ I will wait several additional weeks before I return. 

❑ It may be quite a while before I return. 

❑ Not sure. 

2. Many of the group activities we regularly engage in (e.g. singing, responsive prayers, Holy Communion, etc.) are 

considered higher risk activities. While all risks cannot be completely eliminated, wearing a face covering and 

physical distancing are some of the most significant ways we can minimize the risk for all. How does the emphasis on 

these precautions impact your likelihood of participating at this time? Select one: 

❑ I am much more comfortable participating with these precautions in place. 

❑ I am somewhat more comfortable participating with these precautions in place. 

❑ This has little impact on my participation. 

❑ I will participate but would prefer that these precautions were not in place. 

❑ I will wait until these precautions are no longer needed to resume my participation. 

❑ Not sure. 

3. What precautions do you expect our church to take as we begin in-person gatherings? Select all that apply: 

❑ Require face coverings, except for those leading worship while up front and appropriately distanced. 

❑ Suspending coffee service and snacks. 

❑ Reduce the amount of congregational singing and corporate responses. 

❑ Encourage quiet/silent singing and corporate responses. 

❑ Use alternative methods for distributing Holy Communion. 

❑ Use alternative methods for collecting tithes and offerings. 

❑ Set up the Worship Center and other spaces for appropriate physical distancing. 

❑ Prop doors open so people do not have to touch handles. 

❑ Set up one-way foot traffic entering and exiting the building and Worship Center. 

❑ Provide abundant hand sanitizer stations. 

❑ Strongly discourage handshakes and hugs. 

❑ Require preregistration or onsite sign-in for worship and other events, to help us limit the number of people 

present and so that people can be contacted if we become aware of coronavirus cases in our midst. 

❑ Limit group sizes for worship and other events and limit the number of people allowed in restrooms. 

❑ Allow a longer period of time between worship services. 

❑ Strongly encourage all greeting and fellowship to take place outside the church building. 

❑ Encourage people to take responsibility for communicating gracefully their personal boundaries and the 

importance of respecting the boundaries of others. 

❑ Provide additional times and spaces in the church for worship and events to ensure proper physical distancing. 

❑ Provide children present with nonreturnable packets to engage interest.  

❑ Other ___________________________________________________________________________. 



4. Do you have child(ren) age 18 or younger who live with you and typically attend church with you? 

❑ Yes 

❑ No 

4a. If you have child(ren), when would you likely allow them to participate in Youth & Family Ministry where 

they typically meet, and with appropriate precautions in place? 

 As soon as children's programming is offered again. 

 Not right away. 

 Not sure 

 My children do not typically attend these activities or go to the nursery 

 Other ___________________________________________________________________________. 

5. Would you be willing to attend a worship service at a different time on Sunday than you typically attend, or on a 

different day of the week, to allow more people to attend and to be more spread out in the Worship Center? 

❑ Yes - either a different time or day of the week 

❑ Yes - but only a different time on Sunday 

❑ No 

❑ Not sure 

6. Would you be willing to attend a worship service in another room, to ensure more people can attend and that they are 

appropriately spread out in the Worship Center and other overflow rooms? 

❑ Yes 

❑ No 

❑ Not sure 

7. Would you be willing to preregister for a worship service, to ensure people are spread out in the Worship Center and 

other overflow rooms, and so we do not have to turn people away? 

❑ Yes 

❑ No 

❑ Not sure 

8. What is your age? 

❑ Less than 18 

❑ 18-29 

❑ 30-49 

❑ 50-69 

❑ 70+ 

❑ I prefer not to answer. 

9. Any other questions, comments, or suggestions you would like to share: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

THANK YOU so much for taking the time to complete and return this survey! 

You are helping us serve our congregation and community BETTER TOGETHER! 


