
• The Son fully embodies God’s 
IMAGE to the world 

• The Son fully expresses God’s 
INTENT for the world 

The Son is the Message to the world that SONS & DAUGHTERS are the 
greatest longing of A LOVING FATHER


Christ is the MESSAGE and the MEANS!  

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up 
out of the water. At that moment heaven was 
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

—Matthew 3:16-17

Our shared fall into sin and death ‘involved a fall from the royal and priestly 
stewardship of God’s creation’. But ‘in the waters of baptism’ we are 
restored to our calling, re-fashioned in Christ’s priestly image for 
‘representing God to the world and offering the world to God in a sacrifice of 
love and praise’.


To be ‘accepted in the Beloved’ (Eph. 1.6) is to be so identified with him as 
to be taken up into the mission he embodies.


As the Spirit brings the kingdom to bear on us, we are raised together from 
the waters of baptism into Christ’s identity-and-vocation.

Chris Green, Sanctifying Interpretation



Then Jesus came to them and 
said, “All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to 
me.

Our first move as disciples is to invite people to be totally IMMERSED in the 
life-giving flood of God’s love (F, S, HS).  An invitation to drink, to eat, to 
feast on the goodness of God.  An invitation into relationship with the Father, 
through the Son, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Baptism denotes a crossing 
over, a reenactment of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit,

It is leaving of the old and a total embracing (and living out) of the new life 
we have through relationship with God and each other!  We don’t just have 
our personal baptismal identity (we have been saved) but we have our 
corporate baptismal identity (a people of resurrection, the church of Jesus 
Christ).  Both are bound up in baptism.

  

Into the name of in Greek usage carried the idea of “into the ownership or 
possession” of someone

And teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age.”

—Matthew 28:18-20

Really hard to teach people something if they haven’t yet REPENTED (turned 
from self and old life) and committed to new life in God…


Through the power of the Spirit



WHAT IS BAPTISM?
“bapto”—to immerse, wash, 
overwhelm or drown.

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: 
God has made this Jesus, whom you 

crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” When 
the people heard this, they were cut to 

the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

What makes Pentecost such a miracle is not just that 15 different countries 
heard the gospel in their own native tongue but that this diverse population 
became a unified community through the gospel in King Jesus. This is what 
makes baptism so significant for the Christian faith and in particular the 
formation of Christian community.


Baptism is like entering again the waters of the womb. It’s a new birth into a 
new multi ethnic, diverse, every nation, language, tribe and tongue 
community. It doesn’t wash away our cultural differences, diversity or 
uniqueness.  Rather, it redeems them and brings them into their full and 
beautiful potential. Whereby, each of us can see a glimpse and glimmer of 
the glory of God through the “other” because of their uniqueness and 
beauty.


The miracle of Pentecost was not that a bunch of individuals got saved. But 
rather a bunch of individuals from all over the known Roman world became a 
unified community in Christ. The curse of Babel undone by the outpouring of 
the sanctifying and unifying Holy Spirit.



Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for 

you and your children and for all who are far off
—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

—Acts 2:36–39 

What must we do to be saved?  REPENT (swear you allegiance to a new 
King, new kingdom, new life, new family) and be baptized for the forgiveness 
of sins.  


Baptism, as a symbol of repentance, initiation, and healing, is always a 
means of God’s grace.


“Separation from the world and the flesh is a first principle in the Christian 
walk, and it is only through an application of the cross that we are set apart. 
This is the meaning of baptism. Through it, we are separated from this fallen 
world system.   Baptism is immersion into and union with the death of 
Christ.  For through the cross of Jesus we are crucified to the world system 
and the world system is crucified to us”

Children in the FAMILY of God

Jesus said it in John 3—you must be BORN AGAIN to enter the kingdom of 
God…The waters of baptism are like the womb of this new birth 
experience…where by faith in Christ and through the working of his enabling 
and cleansing grace…we are born again.



So in Christ Jesus you are all 
children of God through faith, for all 
of you who were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ.

—Galatians 3:26–27 

Baptism does not just make a new people 
possible, it makes a new family available to all 
who have pledged their allegiance to the Lamb…
our baptism signals that we are new creatures, 
with new desires, a new passion for a very 
different kingdom; thus we renounce (and keep 
renouncing) our former desires.

—James K.A. Smith in Desiring the Kingdom

Immersed into the LIFE of Christ

Baptism is first and foremost an initiation into the SHARED LIFE of CHRIST


Also and incorporation into the church, the BODY of Christ.



Or don’t you know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

—Romans 6:3-5

READ Smith quote to unpack this VERSE next SLIDES

To be a Christian is to be a follower, a 
disciple; it is to respond to the call of 
God on our lives, an obedience of faith 
wherein we are drawn into the life of 
Jesus and deny the life of autonomy 
and independence from Christ.

This is symbolized, re-presented to us, in 
our baptism. Baptism speaks of a transfer 
of allegiance reflected in the obedience of 
faith. Now our lives are lived under the 
reign of Christ.

Gordon Smith in Called to Be Saints



Citizens of the KINGDOM of God 

For he has rescued us from the 
dominion of darkness and brought 
us into the kingdom of the Son he 
loves, in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins.

—Colossians 1:13-14

Your whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when 
you were circumcised by Christ, having been 
buried with him in baptism, in which you were also 
raised with him through your faith in the working of 
God, who raised him from the dead. When you 
were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, God made you alive with Christ.

—Colossians 2:11-13

Whereas circumcision was the outward sign/symbol that one belonged to 
the covenant people of God (Genesis 17) now it is BAPTISM!  


A spiritual circumcision where LIFE IN THE FLESH is cut/cleansed by the 
grace of God and the power of the Spirit and we are the people who walk in 
the SPIRIT…



For, as I have often told you before and now tell 
you again even with tears, many live as enemies 
of the cross of Christ. Their destiny is 
destruction, their god is their stomach, and 
their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on 
earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven. 

—Philippians 3:18–20 

Baptism is the PLEDGE of full and faithful allegiance to King Jesus and the 
commitment to SERVE HIS KINGDOM purpose until he comes again!

The church is a colony, an island of one 
culture in the middle of another. In baptism 
our citizenship is transferred from one 
dominion to another, and we become, in 
whatever culture we find ourselves, 
resident aliens. ”

—Hauerwas & Willimon in Resident Aliens

SERMON ON THE MOUNT BECOMES OUR MANIFESTO FOR LIFE!

What Must We Do?  

If Jesus is King and Lord.  If he now possess all authority in heaven and on 
earth.  If he has removed every barrier between humanity and God.  If he has 
ascended to the right hand of the Father and invites us into his kingdom 
through RELATIONSHIP.  



“When the people heard this, they were cut to the 
heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 

“Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter replied, 
“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

—Acts 2:37-38

• Baptism represents a cleansing 
from sin, a conversion and a sign 
of the immersion in to God’s grace 

• Baptism is a dying and rising with 
Christ  

•

W h a t  i s  B a p t i s m ?

• Baptism represents the giving 
of the gift of the Holy Spirit  

• Baptism is an incorporation into 
Christ, the Church, and faithful 
participation in his kingdom!

W h a t  i s  B a p t i s m ?



Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace. There is one body 
and one Spirit, just as you were called to one 
hope when you were called; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, 
who is over all and through all and in all.

—Ephesians 4:3-6

Our shared fall into sin and death ‘involved a fall from the royal and priestly 
stewardship of God’s creation’. But ‘in the waters of baptism’ we are 
restored to our calling, re-fashioned in Christ’s priestly image for 
‘representing God to the world and offering the world to God in a sacrifice of 
love and praise’.


In the language of Ephesians, it is through the washing of the Word-as-water 
(Eph. 5.26) that we receive, just as Jesus did, an affirmation of who we are 
and an announcement of what it is that we are to do. The ‘one baptism’ 
births us into ‘the one hope of our calling’ (Eph. 4.4-5) and connects us to 
‘the work of the ministry’ (Eph. 4.12).


