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We would like you to meet... Rev. Wayne Taylor, 
M.A., PCC-S, has been a licensed professional counselor at 
EMERGE since 1990.  For many years, he has chaired the Clinical 
Leadership Team and served as acting Director of Services to 
Clergy.  He has also worked with the Ashland Seminary/EMERGE 
M.A. program as an instructor.  His background includes being 
a pastor at 3 different churches, 5 years at the Gila River Indian 
Reservation in AZ as resident director and house parent, and 
serving as an interim pastor.  He and his wife, Donna, have been married for 51 
years.  They have 2 adult sons and 6 grandchildren, who are their delight!

 “I have been to counselors and 
therapists for 20+ years.  Although their 
ideas were sound, and it helped for a 
short while, I still felt the emptiness that 
has haunted me my entire adult life.  The 
problem was, as it turns out, that I did not 
realize that I was not the most important 
thing in the universe!  As ridiculous as 
that sounds, that was just a thought that 
never occured to me.
 “It was not until I came to the 
Haven of Rest and cracked open the Bible 
that I started to realize what I already 
felt...that there is so much more to this 
existence than just existing.  After about 
a month at the Haven, I asked to see a 
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	 “Help for the healthy ... 
Hope and Healing for the hurting” 
represents the prevailing culture of 
EMERGE. This powerful mission 
is accomplished through strategic 
and intentional relationships with 
organizations such as Haven of Rest.
 Dr. Dobbins, the founder 
of EMERGE, often said that the 
Evangelistic Mission of the Church 
is the “saving of the lost” while the 
Pastoral Mission of the Church is 
the “healing of the saved.” He then 
would ask, “how much of the saved 
person’s ‘Divine Potential’ would be 
realized?”
 Because of your prayers 
and financial support, EMERGE 
is a practical extension of the heart 
and hands of Jesus to reach those 
who are lost in the midst of pain, 
hurt, shame, rejection, depression, 
anxiety, trauma, marital struggles, 
and a host of other issues faced by 
Christians. As a healing community, 
the life-giving power of Jesus Christ 
is demonstrated in practical ways for 
the spiritual and emotional health of 
those the Lord brings to us. 
 We sincerely thank you, our 
strategic partners, for making this 
vision a reality every single day.   
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counselor and they sent me to EMERGE.  
That is when the Bible really started to 
come alive to me.  My counselor really 
helped me mesh the world with the Word.  
For the first time, I was not so concerned 
with what someone else was getting and 
I was not! 
 “I learned to focus on my studies 
and my own shortcomings, which has 
helped me establish a relationship with 
Christ and with some people. Thank you 
very much for helping me through some 
of the toughest times of my life.” 
                                    - Brian H.
                   (used	with	permission)
  

EMERGE Counseling Services was presented with a $7,500 grant to provide 
mental health counseling services to people without the financial means to pay for 
all or a portion of the services. Pictured L to R, Representing EMERGE:  Steve 

Dunleavey, Director of Clinical 
Services;  Todd Veppert, Director 
of Operations & Finance; John 
Palmer, President; Sharon Peterson, 
Board Member; and Representing 
CareSource Foundation:  Jeannine 
Jones, Community Sales and 
Marketing Representative; and 
Danielle Thompson, Community 
Marketplace Consultant.
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           I don’t need to remind anyone or
  point out how stressful life can be.
   Simply turn your television on and 
you’ll see images of war, poverty, and 
injustice throughout our world and 
neighborhoods. Even as Christians, we 
look at the unbalanced thoughts, immoral 
stances, and strong positions of society 
which are turning against reasonable, 
ethical, and moral behaviors, and it 
causes fear and anxiety to creep into our 
lives. 
 Dr. Richard Dobbins wrote about 
the fear and anxiety that can consume us, 
“The	kind	of	insight	and	courage	we	need	
in	such	frightening	and	anxious	moments	
can	only	come	when	we	are	willing	to	

focus	 on	 God’s	 presence	 with	 us.	 Only	
then	can	He	help	us	discover	His	will,	in	
spite	of	our	fears.”  Isn’t it reassuring that 
we have an Advocate working with and 
on behalf of us!  Hebrews 13:5 states that 
He will, “never leave you; nor forsake 
you.” Just like the foolish builder who 
chose to build his house on the sand, we 
have a choice… we can choose to live our 
lives “on” the Rock or in the sand. 
 My challenge for you today 
is that you choose to live on the Rock, 
casting your cares and anxieties on Him 
as 1 Peter 5:7 calls us to do.  Don’t live 
in the sand of fear and anxiety, allowing 
them to erode your emotions and faith.   
Live on the Rock!        - Mike Snodgrass
         M.A., LPC

EMERGE EVENTS...
•  Mood Disorders in Children:  Assessment and Treatment
    Friday, August 18, 8am-3:30pm (6 CE’s available)  •  Dr. Patricia E. Barrett, PhD, LPCC-S, SW
•  Relational Supervision:  Exploring the Importance of Connection and Attachment Theory to Improve the Supervisory
    Experience
    Friday, October 27, 9am-12:30pm (3 Supervision CE’s available)  •  Jessica L. Smith, M.Ed, LPCC-S
•  Music Therapy Seminar 
    September 22 - call for more information
Seminars are held in The Center for Professional Development located at EMERGE Counseling Services • 900 Mull Ave., Akron, 
OH  44313.  For more information:  www.emerge.org or call Colleen Bell (330)873-3443.
Running For Rahab, A Ministry of Hope.  EMERGE Counseling Services and RAHAB Ministries have formed 
a strategic partnership designed to provide competent, Christ-centered counseling for broken women being rescued out of 
the sex-slave trade.  WE ARE LOOKING FOR RUNNERS REGISTERED IN THE AKRON MARATHON to help raise 
money and awareness for women who have been abused and trafficked. Once you have registered first, through the Akron 
Marathon website, you may register (free of charge) with EMERGE and Rahab to then find people who are interested 
in sponsoring you. All monies sponsored will go to EMERGE Counseling Services “Rahab Counseling Fund.”  For more 
information:  https://www.emerge.org/running-for-rahab  or call Tanya Keaton (330)968-0379.
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