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WELCOME TO 

THE BRICK
Twice a month we’ll be sending out 
“the brick”. It’ll be covering the real 
life things happening within our 
community of faith - and it’s delivered 
straight to your inbox! 

You can expect to see loads of 
pictures, stories of people 
encountering God in their daily lives, 
and encouraging thoughts from the 
leadership of Salem First Presbyterian. 

We hope you are able to feel 
connected when you’re away and up 
to date with what’s happening outside 
the bricks of SFPC!

CLERGY CONNECTIONS
Del and Karen are starting something new on October 15th 
called Clergy Connections. Every Thursday afternoon from 

4:00 to 6:00 pm you can find us out of our church offices 
and waiting to have an informal conversation with you over 

a cup of coffee or a coke. We have one warning, though: 
we will be rotating between 5 different local downtown 

establishments, so be sure to check where to find us each 
week. This Thursday, October 15th,  you will find Del at the 

Beanery and Karen will be at IKE Box. They are looking 
forward to the opportunity to get to 

know each of you better. 

We’re also having a naming contest, so break out your 
most creative side and drop us an e-mail with your ideas for 
a catchy name! Contest ends November 1 - winner receives 

a  SFPC coffee tumbler.

Habitat for
Humanity Build
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Teddi Tate

Working Hard? 
or 

Hardly Working?



HOSPITALITY THOUGHTS
with sarah page
You know…the great thing about Henri Nouwen’s quote is 
that he doesn’t differentiate between the guest and the 
person extending hospitality.  The reality of life is that we’re 
ALL pretty strange!  We are all looking for ways to belong, 
to cast off our strangeness and join with others in this life 
journey.  So, to me, true hospitality has as much to do with 
knowing how strange I am as it does knowing how best to 
welcome strangers.    
                                                       

BREAKFAST BUDDIES with 
kevin gonzalez
Sunday was the very first week of our new kidz Sunday morning program: 
BREAKFAST BUDDIES! Here’s what we learned about Kevin. 

[Q] Favorite food? [A] Anything with cheese! Like nachos, pizza, and lasagna. 
[Q] What do you do for fun and what is your favorite pokemon?
[A] I love to sing and play guitar and my favorite Pokemon is probably Charmander. 
[Q] Why do you go to Salem First? [A] God called me to be here for a purpose and I obeyed.

And what did Kevin learn? 
“I think it’s good for them to be able to ask any questions they want and to meet new people in the 
church. They can learn things from us but also the people visiting can learn from them. Kids their age 
find joy in the littlest of things, and that is something I want to feel again. God blesses us in big and 
small ways, and it is good to appreciate and find joy in both. 

Out of the Ashes 2.0
Our team cranked out hanging all the drywall in two homes in 4 days in 
partnership with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and the Carlton Complex 
Long Term Recovery Group, Pateros, Washington.  We had a blast working 
alongside Wayne, one of the homeowners, helping him rebuild his life after 
such a devastating loss.  Here’s what he had to say at the end our 
4 days together.

“Basically, 33 years of my life went up in smoke.  I lost everything that I’d ever 
worked for—pretty devastating!  But due to the volunteers and support of 
many of the church groups that have come up, there’s a brand new house be-
ing built on my property that’s absolutely gorgeous.  I’m not necessarily a super 
religious person but somebody up there’s got my back covered.  It’s sometimes 
hard to really fathom that there some really, really decent people out there.”

It was both a joy and an honor to be the hands and feet of Jesus to this 
community and in Wayne’s life specifically.  


