
 
 
 

 March 22, 2019 
	
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

The Session invites you to join them April 14, 2019, from 1:30PM to 3:00PM, in the 
Worship Center to provide your thoughts and feedback regarding the report from 
the Vision Team. 

It is with enormous gratitude that the Session received the attached report from the 
Vision Team. As Paul tells us in Ephesians we should give “all thanks to God the Father 
at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” It is with Paul’s 
guidance in mind that we give thanks to God for the sacrifices of time, effort, 
commitment, and courage by the members of the Vision Team: Kyle Bonn, Earl Borah, 
Sue Crothers, Nancy DeSouza, David Dyer, Teddi Tate, Jan Taylor, and Carolyne 
Thrasher. In the same vein, we must thank God for the many members of the 
congregation who, though not on the Vision Team, attended one or more of the five 
“congregational conversations” to share their hopes, desires, and concerns for the 
future of SFPC mission and ministry in service to our Lord. And, similarly, we thank 
God for the guidance and support provided to this effort by Rev. Jim Kitchens; he 
served as navigator, counselor, often spiritual cheerleader, and moderator for the 
congregational conversations. 

As you read the Vision Team Report, you will see that the team’s work fearlessly 
addressed the most challenging issues facing our congregation as it looks to its future. 
We believe that the Vision Team deserves great credit for their willingness to face 
difficult issues. They addressed topics that have dragged on, in some cases, for years 
due to their intractable nature or because they would stir deep concerns within the 
congregation. They were willing to think outside the box and be bold in their 
consideration of possible solutions. 

It is now the responsibility of the Session to use the benefits of this set of 
recommendations to chart the way forward for our congregation. We have begun this 
process. This process, by necessity, must lead us to deliberate decisions and action; 
however, it must also continue to be a process of prayerful discernment – jointly and 
intentionally seeking the will of God in our decision making. 

 
Your Faithful Servants in Christ, 
The Session of Salem First Presbyterian Church 






























