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ADVENT WAITING Karen RenneR
Can you believe that we are halfway through Advent already? 
Advent is a season of waiting. We wait for Christ to appear. 
We wait for the baby to be born in Bethlehem. And we wait, 
in general, for God to show up and make all things right. What 
are we supposed to do while we wait? Is waiting passive? Or is 
it active with a long “to do” list? I don’t think Jesus wants us to 
park ourselves on the sofa and just wait. Jesus gives us work to 
do. He asks us to be merciful, generous, courageous and just. He 
charges us to tell people the good news and to care for those 
who are hurting. In this time with our world crying for hope, what 
has Jesus put on your “to do” list as we wait during 
this holy season?

MIRACULOUS JOURNEY SARAH PAGE
I’m so used to the Christmas Story being bathed in silence and peace with just a hint 
of disquiet as baby Jesus is born. But the Mark account speaks, not of silence and 
solitude but of the power, divinity and authority of Messiah Jesus to bring salvation to 
a lost world. While I love the sentiment and the comfort found in the Matthew account, 
I think I need to be reminded of the might and the holy thunder of Jesus, the Messiah. 
I need my life to continue to be radically changed by Him. My hope for the world is 
peace – but a peace that comes from being reconciled and restored by God. That’s the 
message I get from the readings this week and it’s rocking my world!

Want to join in on the readings? Miraculous Journey books are still available for $5. 
Contact the church office, or visit the information center on Sunday! 

YOUTH LOCK IN Kevin gonzalez
Last Friday night, middle school Reach had an all-nighter at 
the church from 8pm until 8am the next morning! After days of 
advertising and praying for kids to come, 32 kids showed up. 32! 
So many schools were represented like Parrish, Leslie, Howard 
Street and Walker middle schools and it made it such a fun 
group. We played tons of games, ate food, watched movies and 
went midnight bowling! Our dreams of reaching out to youth are 
becoming a reality and God is changing lives!



FAMILY UPDATESSUMMER MISSION TRIP

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES

CHRISTMAS SWEATERS 
ARE HERE!!!!

church directory

A REASON TO
CELEBRATE!!

If you ordered an SFPC Christmas 
Sweatshirt they will be available for pick up 
on Sunday after both services! You can pay 
with cash, card, or a check made out 
to the church! 

Didn’t order one? Want to be as happy as 
Ashley? We have a handful of extras for 
purchase as well. 

Don’t forget to come update/verify your 
contact info and get a quick picture taken 
for a new directory that will be coming out 
in January! You will be able to get a hard 
copy, download an app onto your phone, 
or have a log-in for an online directory. 
You’ll find us in the Pioneer Room after 
worship all of December. 

This is Jace... my grandson. He decided 
to write a couple of worship choruses 
while at our house the other day.  I heard 
them.  They’re pretty good.  Of course, 
EVERYTHING Jace does is pretty good.  
Thought you all should know. - Sarah Page

Impact Ministries is gearing up to send a team to Chiang 
Mai, Thailand in July 2016.  We’re partnering with Rev. Esther 
Wakeman, PCUSA Mission Co-Worker and Chaplain of Payap 
University, an international school that equips its students 
for work all over the world. Our team is partnering with an 
English Language Camp to help students  grow and gain 
confidence speaking English. We’ll begin friendships with 
future doctors, accountants, teachers, pastors, and theologians. 
We look forward to how God will change all of us, expanding 
our knowledge of diverse cultures and our experience of His 
extraordinary love for people of all nations. If you’d like to join 
the team in praying, giving, or going, connect with Rob Thrasher.


