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CAPITAL MANOR CHRISTMAS PARTY KAREN RENNER

OUR common 
humanity
In response to a few things that have 
happened recently in our world your session 
decided to make a statement of affirmation 
to our common humanity - regardless 
of religion or anything else. During this 
Christmas/Advent season we wanted to 
affirm and make a public declaration of our 
beliefs as a church body. The statement was 
read during worship service, published in 
the Statesman Journal and is available on 
our website along with a few other great 
resources. We’ve only heard great things 
in response to this statement. We’d love to 
hear what you have to say about it, how it 
has challenged you, how you’ve been able 
to use it, or any questions you might have. A COMMUNITY OF ORDINARY PEOPLE EXPERIENCING AND EMBODYING GOD’S EXTRAORDINARY LOVE

AN AFFIRMATION OF OUR COMMON HUMANITY
ADOPTED DECEMBER 15, 2015

Christians worldwide are in the middle of the Advent/Christmas season – a 
time of anticipation, a time to reflect on the gifts of love, peace, hope and joy.  
Traditionally, during this season, Christians are exhorted to embody the two 
great commandments of loving God, and loving your neighbor as yourself.  We 
understand the word neighbor, used in this context, to mean humanity without 
division or subjugation, and for this reason we reject fear-driven voices of 
intolerance aimed at dividing this human family.  Further, we offer our concern for 
the safety and wellbeing of all our neighbors, near and far, irrespective of faith, 
race or any characteristics by which some might attempt to devalue them.  To this 
end, we extend our hands of friendship, in a spirit of respect and compassion to 
all – Muslims, Jews, Buddhists, Sikhs and members of other faiths.  We are grateful 
for the rich diversity of God’s human family and hope and pray that followers of 
all faiths will embrace their own beliefs and traditions of tolerance and good will 
toward all. 

Shalom,
The Session Elders of 
Salem First Presbyterian Church

What do you get when two pastors, a pastoral assistant, a director of worship, an organist, a few members of the 
choir, and two violinists go to Capital Manor in December? A very fun and festive Christmas celebration! Our monthly 
Capital Manor gathering was transformed into a wonderful holiday party with a devotion led by Del, carol singing led 
by Andy and Susan, and our residents ringing hand chimes to Silent Night (thank you Maggie Sather for highlighting 
each person’s notes on the music). Gretchen Jensen and a friend of hers joined in on their violins, and several of 
our choir members added their voices to the singing. A big thank you to our wonderful Capital Manor Deacons, 

Donna & Norm Marsh and 
Thelma Nissen, who got all 
of our residents together and 
provided festive treats for the 
occasion. A good time was 
definitely had by all!



the [im]possible path

CANDLELIGHT 
 WORSHIP

What was once called a “family service” and 
was mostly a kids pageant on Christmas Eve 
has been updated, changed, tweaked, and 
designed to be no longer something to come 
and watch - but rather something to come 
and experience for families of ALL ages. 
When you walked downstairs on Christmas 
Eve you were taken on a journey through the 
life of Christ that led us all to the manger, to 
worship the new born king. The Youth and 
Kidz Ministry teams designed a service to 
remind us WHY we worship the king. That 
he has power over all things - and that when 
we come to the manger, we are to bring our 
mess, our real lives. 

“Christmas Eve     a
   was totally 

AWESOME”
              -Rachel Thrasher

Christmas Eve was a wonderful time to welcome 
people into our church for the services. Chuck and 
I opened the doorS and welcomed friends we see on 
Sundays, friends we haven’t seen in a long time, and 
people who have never been to our church.  It was 
chilly when the doors opened, but the handshakes, 
smiles, hugs, and the words Merry Christmas 

warmed our heartS -Maureen zemanek
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My husband Kyle and I were Greeters for the 6pm Christmas Eve service.  

We had a blast!  I loved watching people’s faces as 
they entered the Worship Center 

armed with a flashlight, a map, and instructions on how to navigate the 
journey.  Many were quizzical going in but joyful and inspired coming out.  
I encourage everyone to experience this next time it comes around.  It’s 
not just for kids or families but for everyone who wants to interact with 
the Christmas narrative.  -SARAH PAGE

The Candlelight Service at 9 pm was very different from the first service but 
as impactful as ever. There’s something about candlelight and the spiritual 

truth that brings opportunities every moment of every day to pass the light of Christ which brings us 
together as brothers and sisters with a common calling to share what’s been given to us. This year seemed 
to capture that reality profoundly. The Word, the music, the message all enhanced the simple yet life 
altering truth of the gospel…Emmanuel, God with US.

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR!


