
“Who are We in Christ?” 
1 Peter 2:2-10 

 
Good morning! We had no idea that we would be doing virtual services only for this 

length of time. This is our seventh Sunday with out physically meeting and we want you 
to know that you are missed. One of the things that our forced separation and the 
uncertainty of our present situation has revealed is that the world does desire to be 
together. We crave human interaction; it is as if we were made to be in relationships. 
Hmm!  

In our text this morning we find Peter encouraging his audience to crave the 
spiritual milk of the Gospel. Peter understands that for us to grow in God’s grace we 
must know God and that only comes by taking in the message of Scripture. We are to 
learn it and apply it to our lives in such a way that it transforms us into God’s people, 
God’s family. 

Peter tells us that Jesus is a “living stone.” Not only is he a living stone, but he was 
rejected. Even though he was rejected, he is now the chief or cornerstone of what God 
is building, the Church. While he is this honored stone, Christ sometimes is a stumbling 
block that some trip over to their own destruction. Peter is telling his hearers that God 
is doing something wonderful that had never been done before in human history. This 
leads us to our first point this morning which comes from 1Peter 2:4-5. 

 
4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 
God’s sight, and 5 like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to 
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.1 

 
1. We are BUILDING materials for God’s Kingdom! 

 
One commentator puts it this way, “Peter urges his readers to see that they are 
being built in line with Christ: sharing all the angles of his life, experiencing his 
rejection as well as the glory.”2 
 

We are God’s people, drawn together by the Holy Spirit to be something magnificent. A 
grand structure that lasts the test of time. We are to be filled with God’s love, peace, 
hope, mercy, and grace.  

I know we can point out some of the abuses that the Christian Church has 
committed against others. I recognize that we have at times not reflected what God has 
intended us to reflect which is God’s grace to those around us. But God intends that we 

 
1 The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (1 Pe 2:4–5). Nashville: Thomas Nelson 
Publishers. 
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reflect God’s kingdom rule which is perfect and is grounded in the grace of God 
surrounding every intention and action. By taking in the stories of God’s redemption of 
humanity through Jesus the Christ and making the story ours, we are built into God’s 
redemption story.  That leads us to our second point this morning which comes from 
verse 9. 

 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. 3 

 
2. We are BLESSED to know God! 

 
I say that we are blessed to know God because of these three things that this verse 

calls us.  
First, Peter says we are “a chosen race.” That choice was made by God. We are 

chosen not because we are special, but because God has chosen us in His Son. It 
reminds us of the language of the Hebrew Scriptures that tell us that God’s choosing 
Israel to reveal God’s glory was not because they were that largest or strongest, but so 
that it would reveal the power of God. It also reminds us that as Jesus is the chosen 
corner stone, so we too are chosen by God. 

Secondly, Peter says we are “a royal priesthood.” We all know the uniqueness of 
royalty. Through accident of birth someone has all this power, wealth, and fame that 
will come to them. Here though it is about how they are set apart to serve God and 
have access. We are to be attentive to God’s kingdom rule in our lives. We do this best 
by being servants of those around us. We have seen, in Jesus the Christ, this modeled 
and lived out. Think about how Jesus served his Disciples on Holy Thursday. Remember 
how he demonstrated access to his Father through the means of prayer. We prayed 
earlier in this service that God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Did it also 
mean for that we desire that God’s will be done in our lives?  

Thirdly, Peter says that they are a “holy nation, God’s own people.” Being part of a 
“holy nation, God’s own people” means that we are citizens of somewhere else and not 
just here. We have an identity in God that will not leave us. Our last point comes from 
verse 10. 

 
 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 

received mercy, but now you have received mercy.4 
  

  
3. We BELONG to something greater than we can imagine! 
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Verse 10 is a collection of phrases from Hosea. Hosea was a prophet and has a book 
in the Hebrew Scriptures that tells of his life and prophecies. He was told to marry a 
woman who was a prostitute and that she would not be faithful to Hosea. 
Commentators believe that Hosea’s life was what is called an acted parable. That his 
life reflected the relationship between God and Israel. God being faithful like Hosea 
and Israel, God’s chosen people, being unfaithful. Hosea and his wife, Gomer had 
two children. The girl is given a name that translates to no mercy and a boy is given 
a name that means not my people. But even when the nation was as unfaithful as 
Gomer was with Hosea. God held out hope for them. You see at the end of Hosea’s 
story he redeems her from bondage and a promise is made that the children’s 
names will be changed to having mercy and being my people.  
 This is what God has done for us in Christ Jesus. We are apart of God family. I 
once knew a couple in the church that I served that had a unique story. I went to 
visit them in their home and as I entered the house there was a large long wall filled 
with pictures. I assumed it was their children and grandchildren. They noticed my 
gaze at these pictures. They told me that for many years that they had been foster 
parents in their previous community. They had through that experience had eight 
children. Three biological children and five they adopted. I noticed that oddly that all 
the children in the pictures looked alike. I asked them which were the adopted and 
which were the biological. The couple started to point, but then suddenly stopped 
and told me that they forget which were which. They said it did not matter to them 
they were all their kids. As I reflected on their answer, I am reminded that we in 
Christ are all God’s kids. We are a people that belong to God.  
     


