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Let Us Be Patient And Prayerful
Dear Church Family,
I hope that this newsletter finds you safe and well. While we are closed for public worship, I can assure
you that your St. John staff has been hard at work during this time of crisis for our community. Many of
you have sent me messages of encouragement and appreciation for what we are doing. We have a great
team here at St. John. I thank God for all that they do each day. I am especially proud of our music staff,
Emily Hayner and Kathy McClain, and volunteer, Rob VanValkenburg, who have been here each Sunday
to bring you virtual worship. I hope that you have been ministered to during this unprecedented time in
history. Our music director, Kathryn Kipp, has worked tirelessly to make sure our Facebook Live
services and Daily Word are not only on Facebook Live, but also on our church website.
The reach of this church during this pandemic is utterly amazing. God has blessed us so much. On Easter Sunday the metrics for worship indicated a viewing attendance of 1020 persons worshipping with us. What also astounded me is that the
Sunday after Easter had a few more people in attendance.
Historically this Sunday has an attendance of 50% less than
Easter Sunday. This attendance may in fact be a response to
the uncertainty of these days. If you think about it, this is
more in line with what the early church experienced in the
first and second centuries. Our hearts were made to be in
communion with God. Maybe this time in our world is a clarifying time for what is most important for us.
If you were virtually present in worship last Sunday you
heard Bruce Martens, the Staff-Pastor Parish Chair, announce
that I will be returning as your pastor for another year. I am grateful to Bishop Carter and the cabinet of
the Florida Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church to be able to serve as your pastor for the
sixteenth year. There is no other place I would rather be than here in ministry with you.
We have much work to do together after this crisis is over. We are, even now, preparing for the day when
we can safely worship together in person. We are working on how worship and gatherings at the church
will work in the “new normal.” Obviously, we will have to be cautious as your safety and security are
important to us. Please be patient, prayerful, and safe in this time. May God’s blessing be yours.
Grace and Peace,

Rev. Ronald De Genaro Jr.
Senior Pastor

LAY LEADERSHIP

When I started thinking about the subject for this
article, I was certain that it was not going to be
about the pandemic.
We have to think about what our purpose in life is,
and I have had plenty of time to do that.
1. Care for each and every person we know and
love.
2. Think of others as you would have them think of
you. Sound familiar?
3. Continue to PRAY and help others worse off
than you.
4. Continue to read your Bible, like Psalm 23, 42,
46 and 91.
I love all of you and will continue to be there, just
call I have lots of time.
Fred Schilffarth, Your Lay Leader
Men’s Breakfast Crew at St. John
Because of the coronavirus pandemic, the Men’s
Breakfast Crew has suspended meetings for the time
being due to social distancing. Personally, I don’t
like the term social distancing…I prefer “physical”
distancing. We can be very social without being in
the same room together or even the same state. When
over 200 of us gather together virtually on Sunday
mornings to view the service at St. John, we are certainly distant from one another, but we are absolutely
being social. When we call or text friends or contact
them through Facebook to see how they are doing,
we are definitely being social. I look forward to the
time when we can all meet together on Sunday mornings in the sanctuary. When we can have our Easter
egg hunts, Trash and Treasure days and spaghetti
dinners again; but wherever we are, we are friends in
the family of Christ and no virus can take that from
us.
Even though the St. John Men’s Breakfast Crew are
temporarily prevented from meeting together on
Wednesday mornings, we are still brothers in Christ.
And, by the way, we are still meeting our monthly
promise of support to the Parkway Food Ministries,
and during these times they really need it.
God bless the family of St. John United Methodist
Church.

HEALTH AND WELFARE

These last few months have been very trying to
all of us. That being said, the information in this
month’s article may seem a little elementary to
some. However, I have been in nursing a long
time and, in particular, Emergency medicine.
Since not working directly in an emergency department for several years I was perhaps a little
naïve to think that some things have changed.
Much to my dismay they have not, and that was
the impetuous for this article.
These past three weeks I have been a screener at
one of our local hospitals outside the ER. Over
half of the people coming here for emergency
treatment were unprepared to help, even in a
small way, those of us trying to help patients.
Please take a few moments following reading
this month newsletter to sit down and make a list
of the medication you take daily. Telling someone who is doing the triage that you take a little
white pill and your doctor knows which one it is
will not help you at 4:30 on a Saturday afternoon. Your doctor’s office is closed! Read the
label on the medication and put the medication
name and strength on your list. Be very careful to
put the strength exactly as it appears on the label.
There is a world of difference between 2.5 mg
and 25mg. Next, list any drug allergies you may
have and what reactions the medication caused.
“I just don’t like the way it makes me feel or it is
too expensive” it not a drug allergy. Follow this
by adding any health issues you have been diagnosed with. Please do not add something your
father had or your sister my have had. This only
pertains to you, the patient. Last, list any surgeries you may have had. A colonoscopy is not a
surgery it is a screening tool. Also, list your primary care doctor’s name. If your primary care
doctor’s office is located out of town, his or her
address and phone number is very helpful.
Once you have completed your list, make a copy.
Give one copy to your significant other and you
keep the other one in your wallet. Keep your list
up-to-date. Coming to a hospital can cause anxiety. Coming during an emergency is upsetting
and many people just can’t think of all the answers when asked. Your list can eliminate some
of this anxiety.
Good health to all.
Marcy Wilson RN WCC DWC

MISSION NEWS

SCOUTING AT ST. JOHN

As you may know, our church is in a partnership
to feed those who are hungry in our community
with a once a week dinner. But in these days
when so many people are out of work due to closures of businesses during the pandemic, the
need is much greater. Fred Schilffarth, who has
headed up this ministry in the past, has come up
with a way to meet some of the additional need
that we are seeing in our community. The partnership churches have decided to box up enough
food so that those in need can get food to last for
a week, rather than just one hot meal once a
week. So those who have normally prepared a
hot meal will be boxing up food until such time
as things get back to normal. Through this ministry your church will be helping a lot more than
it was before, which is really needed in these
trying times. Thanks for your dedication Fred!

Even though we no longer have Scouting at St.
John, I have rejoined the Boy Scouts of America.
Julie Diaz Plante is once again our District
Executive for the Lake Region District. Julie was
the best DE we ever had and has been sorely
missed over the last six years. It’s great to have
her back, and that is why I have decided to get
back into Scouting after taking the last three years
off. I will return to my old position as Assistant
District Commissioner covering Hardee and
Highlands Counties.

In related news: If you have been giving to the
Pastor's fund that helps with community needs,
which is normally taken up during communion,
don't forget to set apart some of your offering
(the amount you would normally give during
communion) to this fund. I haven't talked to
Pastor Ron about it, but I'm sure that the needs
have increased during these trying times.

Hang in there. Hopefully it won't be extremely
long until we're able to worship together as a
congregation again instead of just being with
each other virtually. Don't forget to continue to
check with each other by phone and make sure
that your neighbors, friends, and family are doing well.
God bless you all as we all do our best during
these difficult times.
Tim Haas, Mission chair
TRASH & TREASURE CREW

Thank you to the many wonderful volunteers that
made The St. John Trash & Treasure Sale a success!

As I’m sure most of you have heard, the Boy
Scouts of America have filed for bankruptcy.
Things are rough for the BSA financially and have
been made worse by the covid-19 pandemic.
There are basically two reasons for the economic
problems of the BSA. First we have taken an
approximately $13,000,000 a year loss due to the
withdrawal of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints in order to form their own youth
organization. They were the number one sponsor
of the BSA. Now The United Methodist Church
is number one. Second the BSA may have to
spend millions in court due to abuse lawsuits. I’ve
heard many people say that they wouldn’t want
Scouting in their organizations because they don’t
want the BSA to appoint an abusive leader,
however the Boy Scouts of America does not
appoint volunteers. The chartering organizations
appoint their own leaders. Scouters in positions
such as myself are approved and vetted by the
BSA, but have no contact with Scouts except in
groups, and mostly with adults. In my 31 years as
a leader and almost five years as a Scout I never
saw any abuse by a leader. The Youth Protection
program and training is strong. Leaders must take
the training every two years. Anyone who would
be interested in checking this out can go to
https://my.scouting.org, see the rules, and even
take the training course. You don’t have to be in
Scouting to do this. As far as I know there has
never been an abuse case in our council.
Well, there you have it – I’m back in the saddle
again. The Boy Scouts of America could use your
prayers and so could I as I begin this next journey
in Scouting.
Yours in Christ and Scouting
D.R. Walker

HOMEBOUND

The Palms
Claire Crenshaw
Ruth Harrison
Joyce Houska
Bev Butler

Fellowship Home
at the Fairway

Maureen Murphy
Vince & Sidney O’Neill
Opal Hickman-Stebbins
Neal Winters
The Manor
Ron Morris
At Home
Mary Lee Kragt
Edith Patterson
Ellen Thorne
Neil Muir
Ed Vickers
MEMBERS AND
CONSTITUENTS

Denise Bayler
Debra Donahue
Lois Galyean
Joanne Gamber
Bonnie Hoover
Arline Hunter
Bill Jarrett
Roxie Lawson
Ron Morris
Niel Muir
Sidney O’Neill
Dick Rice
Martha Dora Ramos
Marilyn Stafford
Evelyn Tack
Joyce Tucker
Margaret Runnalls

RELATIVES AND
FRIENDS
John Babson USCG
Grandson of Setchell &
Ebbert
Julia Baker
Friend of Lester and
Lucinda Smith
Reese Bell
Friend of John Cook
Laura Boyd
Daughter of Marion
Wrigley
Lynda Bullard
Friend of Jan Thomas
Alanna Haley
Niece of Betty Haley
Isabella Hernandez
Granddaughter of Susan
Maddux
Toni LAReau
Sister-In-Law of Patti
LAReau
Kris Ratliff
Daughter of George and
Carole Kline
Ashton Reidy
Son of Tara and Tom Reidy
Reta
Niece of Elaine Hammel
D. J. Rish
Relative of Jean Collins
Beverly Schlegel
Friend of Paula, Betty, Dale
Fowler
Kim Wills
Daughter of Ray and Bev
White

Sympathy:
To the family of Richard (Dick) White 4-18-20
To the family of Bill Jamison 4-2020

UPDATING THE
PRAYER LIST
OUR GOAL is to maintain a current list of those
who request ongoing prayer. Contact the church
office if you know a friend or relative whose
needs have been met and can be removed, or
someone you want to be added.
GOING NORTH?
We know that some members have left to go back
North and others are still staying in Florida. If you
have gone North and have not contacted us to
change your address to you northern address,
please contact the church office at 863-382-1736,
or email us at stjohnsbring@centurylink.net and
we will gladly make the address change.

Attendance
April 5:
Online:
April 12:
Online:
April 19:
Online:
April 26:
Online:

5
965
5
1,020
5
1,025
4
1,034
Offering

April 5:

$14,738.96

April 12:

$8,168.58

April 19:

$11,778.00

April 26:

$20,066.96

Total Received to 4-26-20:
$54,752.42
Mortgage Balance as of 5-1-20:
$335,537.12

MUSIC “NOTES”

1 Evelyn Tack
1 Esther Forrest
1 Dick Wolfram
2 Cliff Wood
3 Diana Neel
3 Susan Lenihan
3 Suzie Sigmund
4 Joseph Slotnick
6 Homer Nichols
9 Lois Galyean
10 Carmen Elliott
11 Betty Ankele
11 Sue Hemberger
12 Pat Johnson
10 Diego Serrano
13 Karen Serrano
14 Richard Miller
16 Chet Marsh
17 Connie DeMaria
19 Marilyn Stafford
20 Cathie Bates
23 Skip Baxter
23 Kris Ratliff
27 Bev Butler
27 Roger Maddux
22 Carl Stevenson
26 Judy Lyons
28 David De Genaro
29 Michael Sturgille
29 Chuck Thomas
30 Ruby Beckman
30 Joni Gulick
31 Dan Stegall

4 Curtis & Stacey Donovan
6 Jerry & Sharon Stickler
8 Dennis & Pat Peters
9 Arnie & Dee Sumter
15 Joe & Dottie Pratt
19 Verl & Sylvia Shaffer
23 Dave & Pat Johnson
25 Skip & Janet Baxter
27 Raymond & Beverly White

Just a little over 6 months ago I took a leap of faith,
packed up a U-Haul with all my stuff, and moved to
Sebring to accept the position of Music Director for
St. John. Little did I know at the time that within the
first 6 moths of working here we would be facing a
global pandemic that would prevent us from meeting
in person. What a challenging time it has been to
prepare music for Worship without the support of the
choir, worship team, and handbells! And in the middle of prepping for Easter, no less! Sometimes it
seemed impossible.
But God is still at work, even through the chaos. I
see evidence of this everyday. And I feel blessed
that he sent me here to St. John. I felt the warmth of
the congregation from the very first Sunday here and
it is still evident even through our online services. I
love to look at the comments on Facebook for Worship and read the messages you all type out in greeting to one another. It makes me smile every time
someone brings in more elastic to donate for facemasks. I look forward to Wednesday nights when, in
the absence of rehearsals, I meet with choir members
and musicians on Zoom to stay in touch.
Pastor Ron and myself, along with the leaders of the
church are working hard to put a plan in place to
keep everyone safe when we return to having inperson worship. I don’t know exactly how it will all
work yet, but I know between God and the faithful
people of St. John it will all work out.
Blessings,
Kathryn Kipp
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
(closed for lunch from Noon-1:00 p.m.)

Like Us! Contact us on FACEBOOK to get the
latest news at St. John United Methodist
Church of Sebring.

stjohnsebring@centurylink.net

Sunday Morning Worship Service Online
9:30 a.m.
&
The Daily Word
2:00 p.m. Monday-Saturday
facebook.com/stjohnsebring or
stjohnsebring.org
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