
“Is Your Hope Alive?” 
1 Peter 1:3-9 

 
As we worship together this morning, it’s the fifth Sunday that we are observing a “stay 
safer at home” directive. While so much death and despair has manifested itself in our 
world over these last few months, we also know that there are rhythms in nature and 
the Church that have been uninterrupted. In nature we have seen spring start to come 
to life in those parts of the world that experience seasonal changes. Trees have begun 
to green and flowers have started to bud, and birds are starting their return to northern 
habitat. In the Church we have celebrated the greatest event in human history the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. We celebrated Easter last week and we are reminded that 
for the Christian Church every Sunday is a celebration of Christ’s Resurrection. We 
celebrate because our hope of a better life is tied to Jesus’ act of sacrifice. 
 
Today, I would like to talk about the effect of Jesus’ Resurrection. You see, while we 
look back to this as a historic event it has an enduring effect on us and all who believe 
in Jesus and his life, death, and Resurrection.  
 
In our Scripture for today, 1 Peter 1:3-9, Peter, who led the early church, wrote to 
Christians who were suffering. Their suffering was tied to their believing in Jesus. One 
Commentator put it this way: 
 
To be a Christian in Peter’s time meant facing uncertain and unpleasant experiences 
from the surrounding world. A person might well hesitate to join a Christian group for 
fear of the consequences or quietly opt out because the demands were too great. One 
of Peter’s aims in his letter, then, was to encourage his readers by giving them grounds 
for solid hope in the ultimate future so that they might face the immediate future with 
equanimity, courage and even joy.1  
 
Peter tells us that because of Jesus’ Resurrection we have hope. In 1 Peter1:3b we 
read: By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,2 
 
I believe that there are three important truths that Peter gives us that we need to cling 
to as we live out the Christian life in this world. These will inform and strengthen our 
hope in God. Peter understood this and wanted his audience to hold on to these truths. 
That’s why he wrote to the scattered and persecuted church in his time. 
 

1. We are PROMISED a great inheritance! 
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2 The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (1 Pe 1:3). Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers. 



For a first century Jewish Christian the idea of an inheritance would conjure up the idea 
of the “Promised Land.” The children of Israel longed for that land while they were 
slaves in Egypt and missed that land when they were carried off into exile centuries 
later. In fact, the word for inheritance that Peter uses is the same word that is used in 
the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures in reference to the promised land.  
 
Peter reminds us that God has an inheritance for us that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading.3 What Peter is talking about is something that the Bible calls eternal life. Life 
that will never end. Eternal life is a present reality as well as a promise for the future. It 
means that we know God and are known by God. That promise is grounded in God’s act 
of raising Jesus from the dead. Elsewhere in Scripture it tells us that Jesus is “the first 
fruits of those who have died.”4 The understanding is that because Jesus has been 
raised to new life then all who believe in Him will also rise again to new life. 
 

2. We are PROTECTED by God! 
 

If God has become our “Father” in the best sense of the concept, then God is going to 
protect us as any good father would do so for a child. But some would ask, “Why do we 
suffer?” If God is protecting us in this present reality than why have so many 
succumbed to this virus or other illness? Why have auto accidents taken so many loved 
ones from us? No one can know the answer to those specific losses. I would be wary of 
those who offer quick or glib answers during our current pandemic. I can’t begin to 
understand all the ins and outs of our own suffering or pain. But I know this, Scripture 
reminds us that God offers us protection.  It reads, “who are being protected by the 
power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”5 
We have faith in a God who sustains us in our suffering. We have faith in a God that 
rescues and suffers with us. This God who has died for us. 
 
  

3. We can PRAISE God because of our hope! 
 
The testing of our faith can and should lead us to praise God. We’re to offer praise 
because it is God who has secured our salvation. It is God’s son, Jesus that gives us 
hope. When we were lost and estranged from God, living without hope, God sent Jesus. 
Isn’t it right then that we should praise God with every fiber of our being because God 
has raised Jesus from the dead and has promised to raise us too?  It’s the least we 
could do. We who were estranged, lost, hopeless are now transformed. We’re now 
connected to God, even calling God our father. We’re found and have a new purpose. 
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We have hope. A living hope that will not disappoint or leave us if we have faith in the 
God of the Easter season. Do you know that you’re promised a great inheritance? Do 
you know that God is walking by your side protecting you in your suffering? Do you 
know that even in our present pandemic we can and should praise God for what God 
has done for us in Christ Jesus? Let us pray:  


