
“If God is My Father, Then…” 
1 Peter 1:17-23 

 
 

Good morning. This is our sixth Sunday with virtual worship. I saw that a fellow pastor 
in our district shared on social media about how while most of the year has flown by, 
March and April of 2020 under “stay safer at home orders” has moved at a glacier’s 
pace! 
 
Today is the second Sunday of Easter. Normally, I would be preaching on one of the 
post Resurrection accounts in the Gospels. We are not in normal times, as we all know. 
I instead am preaching through the epistle 1 Peter. Peter is concerned with the practical 
implications of living in relationship with God; the God who has been revealed in the 
life, death, and the Resurrection of Jesus.  
 
The Resurrection of Jesus brings us into a deeper and ever deepening relationship with 
God. We can now approach God as God’s children because of Christ’s work and God’s 
adoption of us into God’s family. We are in God’s family because we trust in Christ and 
because we are welcomed by God. No longer do we stand outside longing for God’s 
attention. We are in and that makes all the difference in our eternal destiny as well as 
our present reality. Peter reminds us of the ethical considerations that this new 
relationship places on us, as we call God our Father.  
 
I believe that our text today gives us three things to consider as we live out this 
relationship. If God is my Father, then: 
  

1. I must live a REVERENT life! 
 

1 Peter 1:17 says, “If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially 
according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile.” 1  
 
I still remember being a Cub Scout in second grade and hearing this word reverent and 
not knowing what it meant. The Scout Law says that a Scout is Trustworthy, Loyal, 
Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient, Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, Clean, and 
Reverent. I suspect that many people in this world do not understand what this word 
means. Christians and non-Christians alike are unaware of Peter’s admonishment to live 
reverently. So, what does it mean for us to be reverent in this world?  
 
In the context of this verse it means for us to be respectful of God. We who are in the 
family should not take it for granted. Just because we are God’s children does not mean 
that we can do anything that we wish without fear of consequences. Peter reminds the 

 
1 The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (1 Pe 1:17). Nashville: Thomas Nelson 
Publishers. 



reader that the one we call Father is also the one who will judge all people and their 
actions. Our theology should inform our ethical lives as we seek to honor God. We are 
mindful that God judges all. We are not fearful because we do understand that God is 
fair, just, and forgiving. But we are aware that our actions reflect our relationship.  
 
A driver was driving very erratically and dangerously, as it happened, they passed a 
police officer. The officer gave chase and pulled the driver over to the side of the road. 
The police officer with a drawn gun approached the car. The driver was horrified and 
with raised hands asked the officer why they had their gun out? The officer responded 
that the car had all these Christian bumper stickers on it and the assumption was that 
the car had been stolen as the driver certainly was not reflecting Christian faith in 
obeying the laws! 
 
If we call God our Father then we ought to live life in a reverent manner honoring God 
in every aspect of our life. We understand that there is Christian freedom, because of 
what Christ has done for us, but shouldn’t we be respectful of God in the way that we 
live this side of eternity?  
 
This leads us to our second truth from this passage. If God is my Father, then: 
 

2. I must live a REDEEMED life! 
 
1 Peter 1:18-19 tells us that we are redeemed at a great price. Listen to these verses. 
 
You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, 
not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like 
that of a lamb without defect or blemish.2 
 
We are to live a redeemed live because we were in bondage to sin and its old way of 
life, because Christ’s own blood was the price of our redemption, and it was a sacrifice 
made on our behalf. Like a prisoner or slave taken in war, we have been ransomed 
from our captor by God’s own Son, Jesus the Christ. This means that our lives have 
great value because God has rescued us. Some of us rightly wonder what is so special 
about us that we should be rescued? It really is not about you or me, but it is about the 
nature and character of God. A God that has never abandoned the creation or us.   
 
God has “paid for our release,” not with gold, silver, or any other precious metal, but 
with God’s Son’s life. The cross of Jesus becomes an instrument of our salvation from 
our sin, sinful nature, and ultimately eternal death and separation from God.  
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So, if that is true, and I believe with all my heart it is true then we must live a 
redeemed life that bears testimony to God’s grace, mercy, peace, and hope. Our lives 
are the billboard that God uses in this world to announce and reveal God’s message of 
life in Christ! Verse 21 drives that home for us as it reads, Through him you have come 
to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith 
and hope are set on God. 3 
 
Our only course if we are a serious Christian is to live a redeemed life filled with faith 
and hope.  
 
Lastly, 1 Peter 1:22-23 says this: Now that you have purified your souls by your 
obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply 
from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable 
seed, through the living and enduring word of God.4 
 
This leads us to our third truth this morning. If God is my Father, then: 
 

3. I must live ROOTED in love! 
 

We have been given the gift of love. It is real love. As the text says it is genuine. We 
can love each other authentically because God has demonstrated authentic love for us 
in God’s Son, Jesus Christ. One commentator described this love in this manner. 
 
When we hear the Word of God and respond to it with faith, it takes root in our lives 
and the new birth takes place. But Peter also is saying that the quality of our love must 
be persistent and enduring precisely because the new life given by God is everlasting.5 
 
That love is manifested by our desire to be together, to worship together, to share each 
other’s trials and triumphs.  
 
That is one of the reasons that this “stay safer at home order” is so difficult for us as 
Christians and church members because it is against our new nature to stay apart. Our 
new desire as followers of Christ is to love those around us. We will only be apart for a 
little while longer. But we must demonstrate our love for our family, our church family, 
our community, and our world by lovingly staying safer and not contributing to the 
community spread of this virus. 
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It is in love that some of our ministries have had to change and some will still have to 
continue to change as we seek to effectively demonstrate God’s love to those around 
us. The food ministry that we have been involved with, along with other churches has 
shifted gears during this pandemic to give out bags of food for several meals rather 
than one hot meal eaten communally. I know with the spike in unemployment in our 
community and our nation that the Church will have ample opportunity to be in ministry 
in new ways to show God’s love to the world around us. Will you be involved? We can 
lament what has changed or been lost. We can and will grieve these last few months, 
but we can also look for new ways in the coming days to manifest and share Christian 
love and hope. We can and must trust in God to lead us in this and everything. This 
something that we as Christians have known from the beginning, that our hope is not in 
ourselves but is in God. 
 
Jeannine and I have been eating most of our meals at home, but once or twice a week 
we have picked up take out from some of our favorite restaurants. We have done so 
not because we are tired of cooking, well maybe, but as an act of love and commitment 
to our community. We have tipped liberally, to help those who have had so much of 
their lives affected by the shutdown of our economy. We have hopefully loved our 
neighbor with God’s love. 
 
We have a new ethic and a new way of living because of faith and trust in God’s Son. 
We believe in the life giving and affirming work of Christ. So, if God is our Father, then 
what are you going to do with that in you daily living? Are you going to live a reverent 
life? Are you going to live with the knowledge that you are redeemed by Jesus? Are you 
going to be rooted in love? Let us pray: 
 
 
 


