
The Redemptive Work of Christ in the life of Frank Mercurio 
 

Jesus replied, “Your mistake is that you don’t know the Scriptures, and you don’t know the power of God.   

Matthew 22:29   

 

I am extremely blessed to have been born into a loving, committed family.  My father and mother always took good care of 

us, and they taught and modeled morality, integrity, and respect for others.  I learned about God and we went to church 

virtually every Sunday.  I believed in God at a young age and remember talking and praying to Him.  Our family was Catholic, 

and, in our church, we learned a lot about rules for living.  While we learned all the main Bible stories, I don’t ever remember 

reading or touching a Bible.  In fact, we were discouraged from reading the Bible on our own and were directed to church 

publications.  I knew what was right and wrong, but I didn’t know the Scriptures.   

 

Moving into my teenage years, there was great pressure to fit in and be cool.  Although I attended a Catholic high school, I 

gradually drifted away from church and spending time with God.  I knew something was missing in my life spiritually, but I 

didn’t know where to find what I needed.  When I went to college, which was 800 miles away from home, all the restraints 

were gone.  I began to live for myself and I tried to find fulfillment in fun, recognition, and, after graduation, in my career.  Life 

was all about me.   

 

The man who finds a wife finds a treasure, and he receives favor from the Lord.   

Proverbs 18:22      

 

I moved to Kansas permanently in 1979.  I worked for the USDA Soil Conservation Service at that time.  A secretary in one 

of our offices set me up on a blind date with her daughter, a girl named Carol.  We were married almost exactly a year later.  

I received another great blessing from God!  When our daughters came along a few years later, Carol nudged me to get 

reacquainted with church for their sake.  I knew she was right.  After moving to Salina, we began attending First Baptist 

Church.  Pastor Dave Zehring took an interest in me and got me going to Wednesday night Bible study.  Although I was almost 

completely ignorant of the Bible and it seemed a bit strange, I found myself hungry to read and understand it.  Carol gave me 

a study Bible and that accelerated the process.  Pastor Dave eventually asked me if I was ready to join the church.  When I 

said “yes,” he told me that I needed to accept Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior and be baptized.  A few days later, while I 

was alone and thinking about a lot of things, I was confronted by the Holy Spirit.  Though my eyes were closed, I remember 

a bright light and hearing a voice in me ask: “Will you commit to Me?”  I could no longer resist, and I said “YES!” to Jesus.  I 

was baptized a few weeks later.   

 

For God is working in you, giving you the desire and power to do what pleases him.   

       Philippians 2:13     

 

God has been working in me for these many years and I am a different person.  I still struggle with my selfish sinful nature 

and I find myself stumbling all too often.  But I am drawing nearer to Him and I have great peace.  I am amazed and 

overwhelmed by the grace of our God and thankful for the hope that I have through my Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

May he produce in you, through the power of Jesus Christ, every good thing that is pleasing to him.  All glory to him forever 

and ever!  Amen.   

Hebrews 13:21b 

 


