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Jeremiah 2:13 says, “for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of 

living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.” When I 

read the story of Israel, I find so many similarities with my own story. The Lord has proven to Israel over 

and over again how great He is - how great life with Him is, yet they continue to choose other things 

over Him. They know where life and life abundant is found, yet in their hearts they believe that God is 

holding out on them. They believe that other things of this world will fill them up - will truly give them 

life.  

This is my story too - I knew the Lord from a very young age. My parents did everything they could to 

raise my brothers and me to know the Lord (Praise the Lord, because who knows where I would be 

without that influence in my life.) I was comfortable with Him being my Savior, but I did not want Him to 

be my Lord. I did not want Him to be the Lord of my life because I wanted to be the lord of my life. Just 

like Eve in the garden, I believed that the forbidden fruits would taste sweeter than the ones the Lord 

gave me freely. I chased approval from people; I chased perfection in every aspect of my life: If I thought 

I wasn’t going to be the best at what I did, I didn’t even want to do it; I chased affirmation in 

relationships. My list could go on and on, but the point is that I was a slave to the things of this world. I 

was frantically trying to fill broken cisterns.  

In Romans 1, it talks about the Lord giving people over to their sin so that they can see the depravity of 

it, and that is what He did for me. He let me be the lord of my own life and allowed me to see how 

completely horrible I was at His job. It took me awhile to realize that my cisterns were broken and that 

nothing I could fill them with would be enough (I still find myself chasing the things of this world every 

day), but when I truly surrendered my life to the Lord - I found real freedom, I found real love, I found 

real joy, I found real contentment and I found that life with Jesus is truly life abundant. 


