
   The Redemptive Work of Christ in the life of Duane Ramsey 
 
When I think of my testimony, I think of a lifetime of growing in my relationship with Jesus.   I grew up in a farm family in 
east Scott County. We were regular attenders at the Methodist Church at Manning.  My parents took us boys to Sunday 
school and Bible school, and encouraged us to go to summer church camps at an early age. That is where I learned the 
most about the saving grace of Jesus Christ. I accepted Jesus as my Savior at age 10 at a church camp in Colorado. The 
Methodist Church at that time sponsored many different camps including a travel camp.  A great Christian, “Speedy 
Reeves” from Winfield, had the city bus service and he had converted an old bus to a cooking facility. He donated 2 
additional buses for traveling campers.  We pitched tents at night and stayed in public parks with facilities and often a 
swimming pool.  We traveled to the Washington D.C. area one summer, and Seattle WA and northern CA the next summer. 
We had times of great fellowship, time for Bible study and prayer, and time to focus on a personal relationship with Jesus. 
 
Through college and 3 years in the service, I failed to keep up my scripture reading and prayer life with Him. I was focused 
on earthly responsibilities and experiences around me.  After I was married and had children, I rededicated my life to Jesus 
Christ during a church service, and during a week-long, community wide crusade in 1971. I have cherished many years of 
scripture study & prayer time with our Savior.  My relationship with Him has grown and I have trusted Him as we have 
experienced health issues within our family.  A Pastor in Ft. Collins wrote a little book recalling the night Hope was baptized 
and her precious prayer “God, you are awesome, thank you for my friends and family.  All I want is your will for me.  I Love 
You.  Amen”.  Hope’s mother, Diane, then recalled James 4:14 which states that “Life is just a mist”.  Technically a mist 
lasts just 7 seconds. 
 
Colossians 1:21-23 states “Once you were alienated from God…..but now He has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body 
through death, to present you holy in His sight, without blemish and free from accusation—if you continue in your faith, 
established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel”.  
 
With the scripture from James in mind, it won’t be long before we’re all together with Jesus. It’s one thing to say we have 
an eternal perspective when we’re theorizing about heaven and Jesus’ return, and when life now is good and looks long.  
But we have all learned what James is trying to tell us: this existence is brief and tenuous. I can’t take my life into my own 
hand, because my life belongs to God.  We don’t grab handfuls of mist, but hold on tightly to God in trust, whatever our 
circumstance. 
  


