
The Redemptive Work of Christ in the life of Deidra Haupt 

I was blessed to be born into a Jesus-loving family, grew up attending church three times a week, and 

accepted Christ at the age of 7. Church was the hub of our lives with all of our family calendar revolving 

around its events. My perfectionist personality quickly figured out the right things to say and do to 

maintain my appearance and status within my church family. 

My rebellion was not outwardly evident (I am way too risk-aversive for that!) but my heart was not bent 

toward becoming Christ-like. I took Philippians 4:13 as a theme verse but my thoughts and actions 

centered on “I can do all things” never giving thought to “through Him who gives me strength.” The 

depravity of my sinful nature was not something I ever considered because as a church-girl, “I wasn’t that 

bad.” 

I continued this pattern of control, performance, and accolade through college and into my career. After 

I graduated from college, my husband, Brent, and I moved to Scott City, his home town. My tight-fisted 

control continued. While I was super-efficient, these characteristics didn’t make me much fun to be 

around. Most of the time I didn’t even like being around myself, but I was certain that I was right about 

most things, even if I wasn’t fun! And being right was most important. Right?! My husband is a very patient 

man.   

In my mid-20’s, God used a women’s Bible study to grab my attention and wake up my heart of stone 

(Ezekiel 11:19). That started my growth and journey toward Christ. I vividly remember realizing that my 

growth as a believer was not a self-help effort but a work of Christ in me! That was such a freeing truth 

that God wanted my cooperation with His work in my life but He had already done the work perfectly for 

me to have everything I needed for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3). This wasn’t about me “getting it right.” 

During this time, God placed a beautiful woman in my life, Marcia Buxman, who discipled me in this way 

of living – daily surrendering my control to His. I am so thankful for her gentle influences in my life! 

My sin nature continually migrates to control, perfectionism, and self-effort, but God so graciously leads 

me into deeper trust each day. For the past several years, God has used Isaiah 30:15 in my heart. “In 

repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength…” These four areas are daily 

choices so that the concluding phrase of Isaiah 30:15 isn’t true for me: “but you would have none of it.” 

I am so thankful for the redeeming work of Christ in my life that transforms confidence in and dependence 

on self into confidence in and dependence on Christ as my sufficiency. Any good seen in me is Christ’s 

light and work. In Him, I am complete. Thanks be to God! 


