
The Redemptive Work of Christ in Matt Lighter 
 

I am a sinner by birth and by choice. I was separated from my Heavenly Father as a rebel. Jesus Christ entered 

enemy territory and rescued me, despite my rebellion, at the young age of 5. He stirred in me a desire to be 

with Him forever in heaven and had placed wonderful witnesses in my life that He used to guide me to a saving 

faith in Christ. That day as a boy I passed from death to life - Hallelujah what a Savior!! By God's great design 

and astounding grace, He continues to shape me. He continues to smooth out my many rough edges. I 

continue to struggle with legalism, with pride, with selfishness among many other short comings. I don't love 

even those closest to me as I should, I certainly don't love my enemies as I should. I continually have to submit 

to coming off the throne of my heart where I want to rule, where I want to be lord of my life and captain of 

my own destiny. Since that day when I trusted Christ as my Savior at 5, I have struggled to trust Him as Lord.  Yet 

He desires and deserves to be both Lord and Savior, not just my "Get out of hell free" card. 

In His mercy, God continues to pursue me in this. He provided wonderful, faithful parents that demonstrated 

what it means to bring me up "in the discipline and instruction of the Lord" (Ephesians 6:4). He provided Bible-

preaching churches to help teach me to work out my "salvation with fear and trembling," (Philippians 2:12). He 

provided me with the blessing of a quiverful of children (Psalm 127:3-5) to show me just how selfish I am.  He 

was with me as I walked "through the valley of the shadow of death" (Psalm 23:4) with the sudden loss of my 

wife, Emily. He gave a foretaste of heaven and "making all things new" (Revelation 21:5) by bringing my 

wonderful wife, Megan. He continues to demonstrate in so many ways how He loves me, how He pursues me, 

how He will never let me go, and that NOTHING can separate me "from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord" (Rom 8:38-39)  

That is the kind of God we serve. My life gives testimony to His holiness, His love, His grace, His mercy, and His 

relentless pursuit of me: broken, rebellious, stubborn and selfish as I am.   

  

  

  

 


