
The Redemptive Work of Christ in Bill Riner 
 

I was born into a Christian family that was in church every time the doors were open.  

When I was nine, with the faith of a child, I accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior.  With the teaching 
of my parents, family and church family, I believe I had a pretty close walk with the Lord through 
my junior high and high school years.  When I went to college it didn’t seem to be as important 
to ready my Living Bible as it had been in high school and church seemed to be optional.  Sue and 
I got married after college and we thought our life was set on the family farm.  Life and God had 
other plans for us.  I then went to work outside the family business and went about chasing the 
American dream.  My spiritual life began to suffer.  We would go to church if I made it back from 
irrigating or feeding cattle in time. 

Being the spiritual leader of my family wasn’t on the top of my to-do list.  I wasn’t the husband 
or father that God wanted me to be.  I even got to the point that I would go to church just so my 
mom wouldn’t get mad.  Those who know my mom will understand!! 

In 1989, my life began to change.  I began to listen to preachers on the radio while trucking and 
it made me realize that I had not studied the Bible for myself and was basing my beliefs on what 
others told me and not basing it on my own studies of God’s Word.  

Pastor Lynne Smith helped me find scripture to answer some questions I had.  I began to believe 
for myself what God‘s word was teaching.  

As a family, we got plugged back into our church, surrounded ourselves with Christian friends 
and a life that was more conducive to spiritual growth.  The process of sanctification is a life long 
journey and though I am a very flawed individual, Christ’s blood has made me flawless! 

  

  

  

 


