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Every year I believe I say the same thing as the calendar turns over to 
November, “I can’t believe the end of the year is so near. Where did 
the time go?” As the end of 2017 approaches and we reflect back over 
the year, it is humbling to see how God has used us at FBC to further 
His Kingdom and bring glory to His Name!  October 21st, 2017, marked 
10 years of being pastor at FBC and what a blessing it has been to be 
able to serve our Lord and Savior together. Thank you for this 
opportunity. As we look into 2018, I want to take a moment to look back over the last year of ministry at FBC. 

 Each Sunday, we gathered to Connect, Grow, and Serve through Sunday school, worship and fellowship. 

 RIOT Youth Group is averaging 50 kids each week. They come to engage in Bible study and small group 
discussion.  Nearly 60% of the kids attending do not have a church home. 

 Celebrate Recovery, after 9 years, continues to faithfully offer Christ-Centered recovery, giving people hope 
through the message of the Gospel through life’s hurts, habits, and hang-ups. 

 Our jail ministry continues to be a great opportunity to shine the light of Christ in the darkness! 

 The benevolence fund ministry has provided assistance to 94 people throughout the year which gives us the 
opportunity to share the hope of the Gospel while we help them with a physical need. 

 “Thursty”, our Thursday evening church service which launched in 2016, continues to meet each Thursday 
evening providing a great point of small group connection. 

 RECHARGED, our ministry to elementary aged students, continues to reach 75 kids with the message of the 
Gospel through Bible lessons, Bible memory, and small group time.  

 In 2017, we started a Bible Quiz ministry for school age kids. This year they are studying the book of Matthew 
preparing for competition. 

 The Senior Adult Fellowship continues to be a vibrant outreach ministry of FBC, averaging 35 people from our 
church and the community each month for fellowship dinners. 

 We have a “door step” ministry delivering welcome bags to families who are first time guests of FBC. This year 
we have delivered 90+ bags to doorsteps of those who are new to FBC.   

 We restructured our mission giving and increased our mission giving through the budget significantly as we 
partner with missionaries and organizations to spread the Gospel message from our “Jerusalem” to the “ends 
of the earth” all for the Glory of God! 

There are many “happenings” at FBC and, even though much has been done, we believe there is still more to be done 
to reach our community with the hope of the Gospel. As with any ministry, it takes money to do what we do each year.  
I had an interesting conversation a couple of years ago which led to the individual asking, “So how does the church 
make money?” I explained that the Church’s operation funding comes as the Church people give in obedience to God.  
FBC would not be able to do what we do without your faithful obedience to The Lord in giving of your finances. If you are 
a faithful contributor to FBC, thank you for your obedience to God in giving! 

As 2017 comes to an end, I would like to invite each of us to prayerfully consider how the Lord is leading us to 
financially support this ministry. This could be an additional year-end gift or a first-time commitment to giving 
monthly. Gifts may be given in any offering, gifts of grain through local elevators, online through our website, or 
online through the FBC Connects software.  

Thank you again for your continued support of FBC as we journey together for the Glory of God! 
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