
MEMORIAL SERVICE 
of 

VIOLET RUBY RATZLAFF 
Bethesda Mennonite Church 

Henderson, Nebraska 
Friday, November 22, 2019 

 
COMMITTAL SERVICE 9:15 a.m. 

Bethesda Mennonite Church Cemetery 
 

Scripture Reading                                                                           Pastor Seth Miller 
John 14:1-6; I Peter 1:3-5; Romans 8:31-39; II Timothy 4:7 

 
“Amazing Grace”                                                                                         Jay Kroeker 
 
Committal Prayer & Family Blessing                                           Pastor Seth Miller         
 

Honorary Pall Bearers: Violet’s Nieces & Nephews 
 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 10:00 a.m. 

Prelude                                                                                  Laura Steingard, Organist 

Call to Worship & Prayer                                                                         Kara Janzen 

“How Great Thou Art” (See Insert)                                   Congregational Singing                                    

Celebration of Life                                                                                      Kara Janzen 

“The Old Rugged Cross”                                                                           Jay Kroeker 

Scripture Reading                                                                         Pastor Seth Miller 
Psalm 37:4-5; I Thessalonians 4:13-14 

 
Message                                                                                           Pastor Seth Miller 

Invitation to Lunch 

Benediction                                                                                      Pastor Seth Miller   

Postlude                                                                                                Laura Steingard 

 

MEMORIALS may be directed to Bethesda Mennonite Church. 

The family is grateful for the love and support demonstrated by your 

presence today and invites you to a luncheon at Legacy Square Care Center, 

1621 Front Street, Henderson, Nebraska. 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE 

Violet Ruby Ratzlaff was born on January 23, 1936, to Henry J. and Anna 
(Janzen) Ratzlaff, the youngest of nine children, in Henderson, Nebraska.  She 
was called to her forever home at the age of 83 on Tuesday, November 19, 
2019. 
 
Violet was baptized at Bethesda Mennonite Church on June 6, 1954, by 
Reverend Arnold Nichol and graduated from Henderson High School. Violet 
lived and cared for her parents for most of their lives. 
 
During her working years she was employed as a waitress at The Dutch 
Kitchen, as a photography assistant at Cliff’s Studio in Aurora, and as a dietary 
aid in the kitchen at Henderson Hospital.  Violet enjoyed volunteering at the 
church to fold bulletins. 
 
Violet enjoyed traveling in her younger years, visiting 32 states of the Union 
and 10 foreign countries, going ¾ of the way around the world.  She collected 
souvenir spoons with good friend Linda Kroeker and considered traveling her 
college education.  Violet did lots of embroidery. She made quilt tops for each 
of her nieces and nephews when they got married, and for many others as 
well. 
 
In 1992, Violet was diagnosed with ovarian cancer. When finishing 
chemotherapy in 1993, she began feeling fluish and ended up having 
emergency surgery for a blockage brought on by adhesions, then hernia 
repair in June of 1993. The anemia was found due to an iron deficiency, and 
in 2001, celiac spurs. Violet attended morning coffee with many wonderful 
friends who listened to her struggles and supported her. 
 
Violet is survived by her sisters Alvina (LG) DaVolt and Leanna (Levi) Peters 
and sister-in-law Jean Ratzlaff, all of Henderson, and many nieces, nephews, 
great nieces, and great nephews. Violet was preceded in death by her 
parents, sisters: Malita (Harry) Friesen, Elva (Sam) Quiring, Zella (Arley) 
Huebert, and infant sister Elfrieda Ratzlaff, brothers: Marvin (Edna) Ratzlaff 



and Leon Ratzlaff, and nephews: Weston Friesen, Bryan Ratzlaff, and Kevin 
Huebert. 

 

I Made it Home 
I just wanted to let you know that I made it home. 

Everything is so pretty here,  

so white, so fresh, so new.   

I wish that you could close your eyes so you could see it too. 

Please try not to be sad for me.   

Try to understand. 

God is taking care of me…  

I’m in the shelter of His hands. 

Here there is not sadness,  

and no sorrow, and no pain. 

Here there is no crying,  

and I’ll never hurt again. 

Here it is so peaceful,  

when all the angels sing. 

I really have to go for now…  

I’ve just got to try my wings. 

PS… I’ll be the first face you see when you get here! 

Author Unknown 

 

 

 
In Loving Memory 
Violet Ruby Ratzlaff 

January 23, 1936 – November 19, 2019 
Bethesda Mennonite Church 

Henderson, Nebraska 


