
IN MEMORY OF 

SADIE FRIESEN 

NOVEMBER 12, 1919 – OCTOBER 6, 2014 

 
COMMITTAL SERVICE 

Bethesda Mennonite Church Cemetery 
 Henderson, Nebraska 

 
2:00 p.m. October 11, 2014 

  
Welcome and Prayer                           Pastor Jim Voth 
 
“Oh, have you not heard?”                                                   Men’s Quartet 

Rod Drews, Arlin Hiebner, E. James Friesen, Dale Steingard 
 
Scripture Reading               Romans 8:1-39 
                                                 
Meditation   
 
Committal Prayer       
 
“When peace, like a river”      Men’s Quartet 
 Rod Drews, E. James Friesen, Arlin Hiebner, Dale Steingard     
                                                           
Benediction                  
 
    
  The family wishes to invite everyone to the luncheon and a short time  
                    of sharing following the committal service. 
 
 

LUNCHEON AND SHARING OF SADIE’S LIFE                                     
Bethesda Mennonite Church, Fellowship Hall 

       
Prayer of blessing upon the food 

 
Sharing the meal together  

 
               Sharing memories of Sadie’s life  
          Reading of the obituary by grandson Greg Boehr 
          Sharing by family and guests 
 
        Prayer of Blessing                                  Pastor Jim Voth 

Sadie Lavina Friesen, age 94, of Henderson, died Monday, October 6, 2014 at 
Henderson, Nebraska.  She was born November 12, 1919 in rural Henderson 
to Peter and Bertha (Smith) Pankratz.  Sadie joined the Bethesda Mennonite 
Church as a young adult and remained a member of the congregation until her 
death.  She was united in marriage to Carl Friesen on November 1, 1941 at 
Henderson.  Their union was blessed with three children, Karren, LaRhue, and 
Lynette.   
  
Sadie’s life was varied and never dull.  She always looked at life’s problems 
as a challenge to be solved. When her husband, Carl, enrolled in dental school 
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Sadie worked long hours as a short 
order cook to support the family. She still found time to spread her love of 
Jesus to the neighborhood children by teaching them Bible stories.   During 
hard economic times, Sadie was known to give food to needy people who were 
traveling on railcars through Yutan, Nebraska where her husband set up his 
first dental practice.  After Yutan, the family spent two years in Puerto Rico in 
mission voluntary service. Carl and Sadie were passionate about helping the 
people of Puerto Rico and learning as much as they could about the island. It 
was during those years Sadie developed an avid love of trees, flowering plants, 
and birds. Throughout her life she could identify many types of trees and bird 
calls and passed on this love of nature to her children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.    
  
When the Friesens moved back to Henderson in 1956, they built a house on 
Friesen Avenue near Carl’s family.  Over the next thirty years Sadie helped 
Carl at his dental office in downtown Henderson.  Sadie was an environmental 
steward and community advocate.  She helped start the first recycling program 
in Henderson.  Carl and Sadie were both instrumental in helping develop what 
is now Henderson Lakewood Park.  Sadie’s greatest joy was assisting in the 
development and growth of Swan Lake Christian Camp.  Committed to the 
camp’s vision, she served on the board of directors for many years.  She 
planted many of the trees that still stand today. 
               
Sadie will be remembered for her generous personality, quick smile and 
energetic spirit. She had an artistic flair and enjoyed taking art classes and 
painting landscapes. Her life exemplified the spirit of Christ in the way she 
was always striving to serve the Lord, always putting others before herself. 
Sadie was an accomplished gardener, artist, and seamstress. She loved riding 
her bicycle around town (fast!) and spending time with family and friends.  It 
was not hard to detect, her greatest love was Jesus.  Sadie was often heard 
singing in her room at the Care Center in the early morning hours. 
  



She was preceded in death by her loving husband Dr. Carl Friesen and her 
parents. She is survived by her three children: Karren (Stan) Boehr of 
Henderson; LaRhue (Sheryl) Friesen of Lincoln, Nebraska; and Lynette 
(Steve) Ratzlaff of Fresno, California. Also her grandchildren: Gretchen 
(Keith) Bergen of Granby, Colo.; Greg (Dana) Boehr of York, Nebr.; Mindy 
(Aaron Staser) Boehr of Seattle, Washington; Jennifer (Charles) Hiebner of 
Lincoln, Nebraska; Tammy (Robert ) Gallagher of Lincoln; and Jason Friesen 
(friend Brittany) of Lincoln: Christopher (Heidi) Ratzlaff of Fresno, Calif.; 
Amber Ratzlaff of Fresno, Calif.  And twelve great grandchildren: Jayden and 
Henry Bergen; Connor, Nolan and Allie Boehr; Sophia Hieber; Caden, Zoe 
and Layna Gallagher; Michael, Emmett and Alexander Ratzlaff. Sadie is also 
survived by siblings Cleola Franz of Henderson, Harland Pankratz of Kearney, 
Dorothie Goertzen of Denver, Allegra (Owen) Gunn of Henderson. 
  
Graveside services will be held Saturday, October 11, at 2:00 p.m. at Bethesda 
Cemetery in Henderson, followed by a luncheon and time of greeting the 
family at the Bethesda Mennonite Church. Memorials may be directed to 
Bethesda Mennonite Church for Swan Lake Christian Camp at Viborg, SD. 
 
 
 
 

 
                                           Painting by Sadie  

  

 

 

 
    In Loving Memory 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Sadie Friesen 
       November 12, 1919 – October 6, 2014 

        Bethesda Mennonite Church 
     Henderson, Nebraska 


