
MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Of 

MARGARET ANNE (EPP) HIEBNER 
Bethesda Mennonite Church 

Henderson, Nebraska 
Tuesday, May 26 

COMMITTAL SERVICE 9:45 a.m. 
Bethesda Mennonite Church Cemetery 

 
Scripture Reading: Ecclesiastes 3:1-17  Pastor Chelsea Vaught 

“Angel Band” Keith Hiebner, Caleb Epp 

Reading of “Desiderata” by Max Ehrmann Charlene Epp  

Committal Prayer & Family Blessing          Pastor J Epp      

Casket Bearers 
Charles Hiebner Phil Graber Steve Epp 
Lance Hiebner Mike Hiebner Caleb Epp 

  

      Honorary Casket Bearers 
Madison Hiebner William Hiebner 

Fin Hiebner Wesley Hiebner 
 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 10:30 a.m. 

Prelude Laura Steingard, Organist       

Call to Worship & Prayer  Pastor J Epp     

“Brother James’ Air” Jacob         Mixed Octet 
 
Margaret’s Life Pilgrimage Arlen Epp 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 30 Pastor Chelsea Vaught  

Message “God’s Faithfulness at All Times” Pastor Chelsea Vaught     

“Calling My Children Home” Jennings Mixed Octet 

Invitation to Lunch and Prayer Pastor J Epp 

“Praise God From Whom” HWB 118     

Benediction Pastor Chelsea Vaught 

“Go Ye Now in Peace” Eilers Mixed Octet 

Postlude Laura Steingard, Organist      
 

   Mixed Octet Members: Kurt and Kathryn Goertzen, Brad Janzen, Royce and 
Carol Janzen, Joy Steckly and Dale and Laura Steingard. 

MEMORIALS may be directed to Mennonite Disaster Service or Henderson 
Mennonite Heritage Park.    

THE FAMILY IS GRATEFUL for the love and support demonstrated by your 
presence today and invites you to a luncheon in the Fellowship Hall following 
the Memorial Service.  In addition, the family wishes to thank all medical 
professionals who have cared for Margaret over the years, and the 
community for their support through cards, gift and food. 
 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE 

Margaret Anne (Epp) Hiebner, age 73, of Henderson, NE, died Monday, May 18, 
2026 in Henderson. She was born on January 20, 1953, in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 
Her parents, Walter B. and Emma (Fliginger) Epp, lived on a farm near Marion, 
South Dakota. Along with her 2 older brothers and 3 sisters, younger sister and 3 
younger brothers, Margaret attended “country” schools in Turner County, South 
Dakota. She was the last of the family to attend all elementary years in the rural 
Dolton and Marion area. Margaret enjoyed reading, and competed in spelling and 
declamation contests. In May 1971 she graduated from Marion High School. Her 
college education was at Bethel College in North Newton, Kansas from 1971-1974 
and at Nebraska University in Lincoln from 1989 to December 1991, when she 
graduated with a BA in History. The family attended Bethel Mennonite Church, near 
Dolton, where Margaret was baptized on May 30, 1971. After marriage, Margaret 
joined the Bethesda Mennonite Church in Henderson, Nebraska, where she was 
active in Sunday School, Women’s Mission ministries, writing devotionals, writing 
and planning Christmas Eve programs, and in later years, editing 
The Visitor (Bethesda’s monthly newsletter). Her Sunday School class was a source 
of inspiration and maturation in her spiritual journey, as were her parents and 
siblings. 

While at Bethel, Margaret met Arlin Hiebner, from Henderson, and quickly both 
knew their future was together. On August 19, 1973, they were married in her 
home church in South Dakota. In 1974 they moved back to Henderson as Arlin 
farmed with his cousin Darrell Epp there. To the family were added three sons, 
Charles, James, and Keith. Eventually, the addition of Jennifer Friesen, Sandrine 
Avanzato, and Anne Ferugson completed the family, as well as their children, 
Madison, Fin, William, and Wesley. The family also hosted two MCC Exchange 
Visitors, Lydie Graber from France, and Barbara Rohnert from Germany. For three 
years they gave home to foster daughter Tigger Eckstein, and hosted Viktor 
Burkhert from Germany for one school year. 

Margaret enjoyed a variety of jobs over the years, working in hospital, as secretary 
and as a nurse’s aide; also, in the fields of helping senior citizens and the 



developmentally challenged. The last (almost) 15 years of employment were at 
Epworth Village in York, Nebraska. Margaret realized growth and fulfillment in this 
venue, and felt she had found her calling. Other work experiences include Northern 
Pump & Irrigation, RSVP. 

While at college, Margaret developed a great interest in theatre, and after moving 
to Henderson, was able to use that interest, working in Community Theatre over 
the years. In the last production for the community, Margaret had the privilege to 
assist in the direction for “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat”. 
Another pleasure was involvement in 2 book clubs. Traveling and seeing God’s 
creation, experiencing other ethnic and cultural communities, and visiting family 
gave opportunity to travel over 27 states, Washington DC, Toronto, and a little of 
Germany and France. She also traveled vicariously through the experiences related 
by family and by reading a multitude of books. 

Margaret’s family and extended family were very important to her. She worked on 
genealogy, on photo histories, and on gatherings as a way of preserving family 
history and keeping familial connections alive. She was particularly interested in 
keeping up with her children and their families, enjoying any time she could spend 
with them. 

Over the years there were physical and health challenges that required surgeries 
and changes in Margaret’s life. During those times, Margaret’s family and faith 
community gave much support. This was greatly appreciated, and helped her and 
her family through faith, prayer, meals and financial support. 

As Margaret left this earthly life, she retained the hope of another reunion with 
husband, Arlin, her children: Charles and Jen, Madison and Fin in Lincoln, Nebraska; 
James and Sandrine, William and Wesley in Metz, France; and Keith and Anne. She 
is also waiting for reunion with her siblings: Betty Muenchow and family, Arlen & 
Carol Epp and family, Karl & Karen Kingsley and family, Tom & Diana Graber and 
family, Norman and Nadine, David & Sonja and family, Charlene Epp & Duncan 
Smith, John & Beth and family, and Ray and Pam and family, as well as Arlin’s 
brothers and their families, Lauren and Cecilia, Brian and Mary, and Lyndon and 
Lori. A multitude of aunts, uncles, cousins, other relatives and many friends are also 
left with memories and Margaret’s love. 

To God be the glory, great things God has done. 

 

"Go placidly amid the noise and the haste, and remember what peace there 
may be in silence. As far as possible, without surrender, be on good terms 
with all persons. Speak your truth quietly and clearly, and listen to others, 

even the dull and ignorant; they too have their story. 

From “Desiderata” by Max Ehrmann 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory 

    Margaret Ann (Epp) Hiebner 
                                January 20, 1953 – May 18, 2026 

 Bethesda Mennonite Church 
    Henderson, Nebraska 


