
MEMORIAL SERVICE 
of 

KENNETH LEE BERGEN 
Bethesda Mennonite Church, Henderson, Nebraska 

June 25, 2014 
 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 10:30 A.M. 
 
Prelude                            Laura Steingard, Organist 
 
Call to Worship and Prayer            
 
“In the Rifted Rock I’m Resting”                  Men’s Quartet 

Brent Buller, Kurt Goertzen, Dale Steingard, Royce Janzen 
                                                 
Obituary                                  Thayne Sparke 
   
Tribute               Shar Doell 
                                                   
Scripture Reading   1 Corinthians 3:10-11  Psalm 46   Thayne Sparke 
 
Sermon      “Be Still and Know that I am God”             Pastor Jim Voth 
 
“Be Still my Soul”                                                           Men’s Quartet        
               
Benediction                    
 
Postlude    
 

CASKET BEARERS 
 

A.J. Bergen    Brian Bergen    Henry Bergen    Jayden Bergen 
John Doell    Lauren Hull    Robyn Hull    Clint Ochsner 

 
HONORARY CASKET BEARER    Mike Albrecht 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

COMMITTAL SERVICE  
Bethesda Mennonite Church Cemetery 

 
Scripture Reading  1 Peter 1: 3-5   Psalm 23    2 Timothy 4:7-8    
         Thayne Sparke                               
  
“Take Thou my Hand, O Father”      Men’s Quartet 
 
Committal Prayer and Blessing on the Family  Pastor Jim Voth 
 
“Last Call” by the EMT’s and the Henderson Fire Department 
 

MEMORIALS may be directed to Bethesda Mennonite Church. 
 
EVERYONE IS INVITED to lunch in the Fellowship Hall following the 
Committal Service.   
 

 
Obituary 

Kenneth Lee Bergen was born on December 26, 1940, to Henry M. and 
Bertha Bergen on a farm two miles northeast of Henderson, Nebraska. He 
was born at home and raised on the Bergen farm. Some of his favorite 
childhood memories included working in the corn and bean fields with his 
father and playing in the country with his three siblings and cousins. He 
milked cows, fed hogs and enjoyed riding a shetland pony that they had. 

Ken was baptized on May 25, 1958, his junior year of high school. He was 
an active member of Bethesda Mennonite Church throughout his life. He 
graduated in 1958 from Henderson Community School. His first job, 
quickly following graduation, was at Central Irrigation doing 
miscellaneous jobs with fertilizer and propane, and putting up grain bins 
around the area. In 1962 he married his high school sweetheart, Maxine 
Doell, after she graduated from high school. They moved to Indiana for 1-
W service where Ken worked in a hospital. Their daughter, Kim was born 
in Indiana. Following the birth of Kim, they moved back to Henderson 
where their son Keith was born in 1966. In Henderson, Ken worked as a 
carpenter for a few years and then he and his brother Elroy leased the 
Standard Station on Interstate 80. After a few years Ken sold the station 
and bought in at Western P.V. and Gas in Henderson where he again was 
in partnership with Elroy for approximately twenty years. His children 
could often be found working alongside him at Western P.V. and Gas.  On 
one occasion, young Keith got stuck in a stack of tires and Dad had to help 
him out! 

Over the years, Ken also spent time farming and bought farm ground 
around El Dorado, Nebraska.  In the 1980’s he decided to retire for the 
first time to devote time to his grandkids and travel.  It lasted about a year. 
His two favorite places that he had traveled with Maxine, were to Germany 
and the Dominican Republic. Their later tour of the famous Anabaptist 
sites in Europe along with Henderson friends proved to be another 
highlight.  



Over the years, Ken, along with Maxine, dabbled in many other endeavors, 
such as the Stop 2 Shop in downtown Henderson where they served pizza 
and ran a convenience store. Eventually Ken decided to retire a second 
time and started working at the Henderson Golf Course and doing odd 
handy man jobs around the community. 

Ken’s other jobs and hobbies included working as a volunteer firefighter 
for over 30 years. He was also a certified EMT. Along with his desire to 
help other people and to follow Christ, Ken worked hard to promote 
Henderson, the town where he lived most of his life. He was an active 
member of the Henderson Chamber and served as the mayor of Henderson 
for two terms. Ken absolutely loved living in Henderson – it was his town! 
He enjoyed having coffee with friends every morning. 

God was a very important part of Ken’s life. He served two terms as a 
deacon and taught Sunday school for many years. 

Ken will be remembered for his love of golf and traveling and his service 
to Henderson as mayor. He was also fond of NASCAR (perhaps because 
of his time spent living near the racetrack in Indianapolis), Nebraska 
football, the McCool Junction Raceway and his four grandchildren.  

Ken was preceded in death by his parents, Henry M. and Bertha Bergen 
and his parents-in-law, John (Jack) and Elsie Doell. He is survived by his 
loving wife, Maxine; his daughter Kim Hull of Derby, Kansas, and her 
daughters Lauren Hull of Lincoln, Nebraska, and Robyn Hull of Rock, 
Kansas; his son, Keith (Gretchen) Bergen of Granby, Colorado, and their 
children Jayden and Henry. He is also survived by his brothers, Elroy 
(Carrie) Bergen of Henderson, Nebraska; Erland (Lois) Bergen of Palmer 
Lake, Colorado and a sister Verda (Lee) Albrecht of Hillsboro, Kansas. 

 

 

 

 
 

Kenneth Lee Bergen 
December 26, 1940 – June 21, 2014 

Bethesda Mennonite Church 
Henderson, Nebraska 


