
Everything Beautiful Thrift Store  

Construction is underway; funds are still needed. 

 

by Willis Busenitz, Board President, and Suzette Shreffler, Manager 

 

 Greetings from Northern Cheyenne Country in Montana! We have been invited to give you a 

brief update about Everything Beautiful Thrift Store, since our last report in spring 2015. First, 

we want to thank individuals and churches in the Central Plains Mennonite Conference for your 

prayers and financial gifts. You have been a great encouragement to us.  

 Since opening our doors in May 2012, the store has grown steadily and we have served 

communities on the reservation and surrounding areas with good quality, low cost clothing, 

quilts, blankets, small household items and occasionally furniture and appliances. We soon 

realized that we had outgrown our rented facility and so we began planning and fundraising for a 

much larger, energy efficient, building of our own. To date we have raised approximately 

$125,000. A little over a year ago we purchased five lots which are located closer to downtown 

Lame Deer.  

 While raising funds, we also began contacting Mennonite Mission Network’s SOOP staff 

and other individuals about the possibility of having volunteers come to help us. Through these 

contacts we received commitments from LeRoy Troyer (architect), Terry Schultz (cement 

contractor) and Lynn Miller (general contractor) to come and help us. With the volunteer 

commitments, and after much contemplation by the board, the decision was made to begin 

construction this spring and put in the lower level with the funds on hand.  

 On Sunday afternoon, March 20, a number of people gathered onsite for a groundbreaking 

ceremony which included having each church bring some dirt from their grounds which were 

mixed together and then spread on each corner of the building site. During that time Terry 

Schultz (and another volunteer) arrived from Avon, South Dakota, with his equipment. Digging 

began on Monday morning, and at the time of this writing, the footings and walls are poured and 

the floor is in process.  

 Lynn Miller, general contractor from Bluffton, Ohio, will arrive later this week and head up 

(with other volunteers) putting on the floor for the second story. When this portion of the 

building is complete, present funds will be depleted. We continue to do fundraising and have 

hired a grant writer to see if we can get some much needed grants. We will need approximately 

another $600,000 to complete the project.  

 We continue to be excited about how God is using this ministry and anticipate even greater 

ministry when the new building is completed. We are hoping to start a “work for food” program 

as well as a beadwork co-op in the new store which are in keeping with our philosophy of “a 

hand up” instead of “a handout.” The beadwork co-op has already begun with volunteers taking 

turns beading a large cross which will be auctioned off with proceeds going toward the new 

building project.  

 Please continue to pray with us as we continue to serve the Cheyenne People and for funds to 

complete this project. Visit our web site, www.everythingbeautifulthriftstore.com, or our 

fundraising page, www.gofundme.com/kuqxh0.   
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