
MEMORIAL SERVICE 
of 

EDNA ESTHER FRIESEN 
Bethesda Mennonite Church 

Henderson, Nebraska 
Wednesday, December 18, 2019 

 
COMMITTAL SERVICE 9:15 a.m. 

Bethesda Mennonite Church Cemetery 
 

Scripture Reading                                                                     Pastor Gene Thieszen 
Psalm 23; I Thessalonians 4:13-18; Psalm 16:8-11 

 
“Amazing Grace! How Sweet”                Led by Arlyce Friesen, Adeline Huebert 

(Verse 1-2) 

 
Committal Prayer & Family Blessing                                             Pastor Seth Miller                    
 

Casket Bearers 
Luke Ediger Kyle Janzen Kevin Janzen 

Carissa Nietfeldt Valerie Regier Carlee Humm 
 Wade Janzen  
   

Honorary Casket Bearers 
Dawn Ediger Brad Nietfeldt Andrew Regier 

Talia Janzen DeAntony Humm 
 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 10:00 a.m. 

Prelude                                                                                  Laura Steingard, Organist 

“Christ Victorious” Donald D. Kettring                                                Chancel Choir 

Call to Worship & Prayer                                                                 Pastor Seth Miller 

“Psalm 91” Aleane Carter                                                                       Chancel Choir 

Celebration of Life                                                                          Pastor Seth Miller 

Scripture Reading:  Micah 6:6-8                                                     

Message                                                                                        Pastor Gene Thieszen 

“Creation Will Be at Peace” Williams & Page                                     Chancel Choir 

Invitation to Lunch 

Benediction                                                                                 Pastor Gene Thieszen 

Postlude                                                                                                   Laura Steingard 

 

MEMORIALS may be directed to Legacy Square, Henderson Care Center.  

The family is grateful for the love and support demonstrated by your 

presence today and invites you to a luncheon in the Fellowship Hall following 

the memorial service. 

 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE 

Edna Esther Friesen was born March 8, 1930, to Henry A. and Elizabeth Kliewer in 

Henderson, Nebraska.  She went home to be with the Lord on Saturday, December 

14, 2019, at the age of 89. 

Edna graduated from Henderson High School in 1947 and attended Freeman Junior 

College where she earned her teaching certificate.  She was baptized upon her 

confession of faith in Jesus Christ as her Savior and Lord and was received as a 

member of Bethesda Mennonite Church by Rev. A.W. Friesen on May 25, 1947. 

Edna married Levi E. Friesen, August 28, 1949, at Bethesda Mennonite Church.  They 

shared 45 years of married life and were blessed with three children: Evonne, Pamela 

and Jim. 

Mom fulfilled her dream of teaching by working in a one room country school for a 

couple of years until starting a family.  She was very skilled at crocheting and enjoyed 

making blankets, doilies, and afghans and being able to give them as gifts to many 

family members and friends.  Her gift and love of teaching was apparent as she wrote 

poetry and would often write poems for her grandchildren and great grandchildren.  

Mom was very involved in the church, teaching Sunday School, Midweek, Bible 

School and serving on multiple committees.  Mom and Dad loved their many years of 

singing together in the Chancel Choir and were one of the first couples to start a 

married couples Sunday night group. 



Mom spent her retirement years enjoying her family and grandchildren.  Mom loved 

children and through her years of babysitting she developed a very special bond with 

Wade Janzen as she took care of him as an infant and continued to care for him until 

her health failed her.  Wade became a grandson to her and part of the family. 

She will be greatly missed by her daughters Evonne (Earl) Ediger and Pamela Janzen; 

grandchildren Luke (Dawn) Ediger of Omaha, Kevin Janzen of Henderson, Valerie 

(Andrew) Regier of Henderson, Kyle (Talia) Janzen of Omaha, Carissa (Brad) Nietfeldt 

of Gretna, Carlee (DeAntony) Humm of Omaha and Wade Janzen of Henderson.  

Other survivors include great grandchildren, Mason, Reese and Maddox Regier; 

Haylie, Noah and Brooklyn Ediger; Finley, Collins and Hayes Janzen; Prestyn, Asher 

and Parker Nietfeldt; Julian, Uriah and Makai Humm; sister Betty (Richard) Day and 

sister-in-law Cornelia Kliewer. 

She was preceded in death by her husband Levi E. Friesen, son Jim Friesen, son-in-

law Gary Janzen, parents Henry and Elizabeth Kliewer, brothers Fred Kliewer and 

Henry Kliewer, brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law and many other wonderful family and 

friends. 

The family would like to thank everyone at the care center for the wonderful care our 

mother received and the words of encouragement, and the many acts of kindness 

shown to us.  We will always remember the family you made mom a part of.  Also, a 

special thank you to Kim Epp for helping mom and the family as God was calling her 

to her eternal home. 

My Mother 

Beside these flowers you will find, memories tucked away 
Of all the little childhood joys that blessed me day by day. 

Across the years I still recall your gentle lullaby 
The way you soothed my bumps and falls and told me not to cry. 

I like to think how faithfully you kept the Sabbath rule, 
And sent me starched and shining clean to church and Sunday School. 

I remember too, the times I wasn’t always good. 
But even as you chided me, I know you understood. 

You taught me to be staunch and true and every step I trod 
Was guided by a love I knew was next to that of God. 

And so each day, mom, I vow that when you look at me, 
You’ll see the sort of grown up child you always dreamed I’d be. 

 
Author Unknown 
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