
MEMORIAL SERVICE 

FOR 

DELBERT HEINRICHS 

Bethesda Mennonite Church, Henderson, Nebraska 

 

     

Bethesda Mennonite Cemetery 

Graveside Service 

Friday, March 18, 2016 10:00 a.m. 

 

Scripture readings and opening prayer 

John 14:1-7    2 Corinthians 4:16-5:5    

 

Music “Amazing Grace”                           Jay Kroeker   

Obituary 

Scripture:  Ecclesiastes 3:1-11; John 3:16-17 

Meditation      “The Beauty of Eternity and Faith”      Pastor Jim Voth 

Committal Prayer 

Music:  "Softly and Tenderly Jesus is calling”              Jay Kroeker 

Benediction 

 

 

HONORARY PALLBEARERS 

Nicholas Heinrichs           Taylor Wild                Katie Godtel      

     Bradley Godtel            Jordon Heinrichs         Rhianna Wilhelm            

 

The family wishes to thank you for your prayers and support. 

 

 

MEMORIALS: May be directed to the family for later designation. 

 

 

 
OBITUARY 

    

Delbert “Deb” Glenn Heinrichs was born to Gus and Katherine (Warkentin) 

Heinrichs on May 31, 1932 in Henderson, Nebraska in a little white house in 

which his future wife Inez was also born 3 years later.  

He attended Bethesda Mennonite Church and was baptized in 1951 by Reverend 

John Thiessen.  He graduated from Henderson High School in 1950 and then 

from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 1954.  Deb, his son Joel, and his 

brother Short were all advised by the same professor while attending UNL.  

He was drafted and served his time in the United States Navy.  After serving in 

the Navy, he worked for the Soil Conservation Service in Nelson, Nebraska for 

a short period of time before becoming a longtime rural mail carrier in Hampton 

and the Henderson area. 

He was married to Inez Irene Nachtigal on August 20, 1960 in the Mennonite 

Brethren Church in Henderson, Nebraska by Reverend Louis Goertz.  The two 

of them lived in Henderson their entire life.  They had two children, Debra Joy 

and Joel Glenn. 

Deb will be remembered for his joy of gardening, attending car auctions and 

many sporting events over the years.  He was an avid Husker fan followed by 

his favorite pizza from the original Valentino’s Restaurant.  He had fun teaching 

his grandchildren how to fish.  The family enjoyed many trips to Canada to visit 

cousins and spend time at the “home place”.  In his earlier years, he shared stories 

of he and his mom, riding in the rumble seat of their Model A Ford, on dirt roads 

the entire trip to Manitoba.  He also loved working in his father’s wood shop.  

His brother Short remembers his older brother Deb teaching him how to drive 

out in the country when he was 12 years old. He also remembers many trips to 

Hordville Lake where he tagged along and was taught how to swim by the “sink 

or swim” method.      

His traveling took him to many Navy reunions across the country where many 

stories were shared about the experiences they had in Yokosuka, Japan.  A 

highlight of Deb’s life was visiting his brother and family in the Philippines and 

touring the International Rice Research Institute where Short worked as an 

entomologist.  

Over the years he spent many hours enjoying the company of his coffee buddies 

and exchanging memories about the old days.  

 



Delbert “Deb” Heinrichs age 83 of Henderson, Nebraska passed away Tuesday, 

March 15, 2016 in Henderson. 

He is survived by his wife Inez of Henderson, daughter Debra and her husband 

Randy Wilhelm of Henderson and his son Joel and his wife Connie also of 

Henderson.  His grandchildren include Nicholas Heinrichs and his fiancé Taylor 

Wild, and son Dawson Wild, of Henderson; Katie and her husband Bradley 

Godtel of Omaha; Jordan Heinrichs and Rhianna Wilhelm, both of Henderson.  

Delbert is also survived by his brother Elvis “Short” and his wife Nancy 

Heinrichs of Lincoln and their three daughters, Shawn, Kristin, and Wendy and 

their families, all of Lincoln. 

He was preceded in death by his parents.  

Deb was a very quiet man but was a blessing to his family.  He will always be 

remembered by his keen sense of humor and his flashy red sunglasses. 

 

 

 

Footprints in My Past 

What really matters in this life 

is the footprints that I leave. 

The little acts of kindness, 

the gifts of love I leave. 

Each footprint leaves a picture, 

like a memory meant to last. 

Connected by a family 

in the footprints of my past. 

 

 

 

 

 

                  In Loving Memory 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Delbert Heinrichs 

May 31, 1932 – March 15, 2016 

Bethesda Mennonite Church 

Henderson, Nebraska 
 

 


