
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BETHESDA MENNONITE CHURCH – September 27, 2020 

WELCOME! 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
A community caring for all God’s people, being transformed by 

Christ’s love, serving others as a witness of God’s grace and peace. 

REACH, GROW, SERVE 

Deacon Affirmation Process 

The terms of Laura Steingard and Linda Goertzen as members on the Board 

of Deacons expire in December.  Both have served one term.  Laura has 

agreed to serve an additional three-year term.  The position of Linda 

Goertzen will need to be filled.  On October 4, 2020, a congregational 

meeting will be held immediately following the worship service to affirm 

Laura for an additional three-year term.  Absentee ballots are available and 

must be requested by the member in writing (email is permissible), in person 

or by phone.  If we receive a phone request, ballots must be picked up and 

signed by for someone representing the member doing the requesting.  All 

absentee ballots must be returned by Thursday, October 1, 2020, at 4:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday School Teacher Needed 

The Sunday School Committee is looking for a junior high Sunday school 

teacher. If you are interested, please contact Daphne Hall at 402-562-0811. 

 

Thank you to all who have recently agreed to serve on and be chairpersons 

of our five newly reorganized Funeral Meal Committees. Jean Peters, Carol 

Janzen and JoAnn (Mike) Friesen will be our new Funeral Coordinator Team. 

A special thanks also goes to Jill Weisheit for the years that she has served so 

well as coordinator. 

School Kits are needed by MCC. We will again be packing 1,000 kits. Supplies 

have been ordered and the cost for the project is approximately $4,000. You 

may share in this project by donating in the Sunday morning offering and 

designating it for MCC School Kits. We will plan a work night again in early 

November. If you have any questions, please contact Lindy Siebert or 

Adeline Huebert. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

CONTACT US 

Bethesda Mennonite Church 930 16th Street PO Box 130 Henderson, NE 68371-0130 

Phone: 402-723-4562 

Pastor Seth 717-824-5998; Pastor Gene 580-660-5796; Pastor Andrea 402-710-3195 

Email: bethesda@mainstaycomm.net Website: www.bethesdamc.org  

Faith Formation Website: www.bmcfaithformation.com  

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Worship services are available via: 

• Livestream @ http://bethesdamc.org/watch-live  

• Facebook 

• Radio @ KOOL 103.5 FM 

• Cobalt Cable Channel 3207 

 

WEEKLY EVENTS 
 

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 28 
8:00 p.m. Church Council 

 

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 29 
8:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 

30 
12:00 p.m. Bulletin 

Announcements Due 

 
 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 4 

9:30 a.m. Worship/ 

Communion 

Message: Pastor Seth 

Offering: MC USA 

Organist: Laura Steingard 

10:40 a.m. Congregational 

Meeting to affirm Laura 

Steingard as Deacon 

10:50 a.m. Sunday School 

 

 

 

CHURCH FAMILY 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WITH HEALTH 

CONCERNS, GRIEF OR FAMILY NEEDS… 
Jean Siebert, Jane Brehm, Rachelle Schweitzer, 

Charlie Quiring, Ms. Dianne R. Buller, Fred 

Weisheit, Byron Friesen, Deana Epp & Family, 

John E. Friesen 

 

Thank You 

Dear church family: Thank you for your 

encouragement, thoughts, and prayers through 

my back surgery.  Marcia and I are truly grateful! 

Monty Regier 

 

Check out the new Facility Usage Request Form  

on the Bethesda website homepage 

http://bethesdamc.org/bulletinsresources/bmc

-facility-usage.  Fill out the form, click Submit and 

the office staff will contact you to confirm your 

request! 
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EXODUS SERMON SERIES BEGINNING OCTOBER 4 

During this season, the lectionary veers into a series of texts which are 

vaguely familiar to us from our Bible School days. It's the story of the Exodus 

- of the Hebrew slaves from the horrors of Egyptian slavery to the freedom 

of life in the Promised Land. How does that grand story begin? The Exodus 

begins with God taking a step toward a man named Moses. What’s the 

first thing that God does in order to enact dramatic deliverance of the 

slaves? God calls a person to do God’s work. What’s the relevance for 

these ancient, core narratives for the church today? As we listen to one 

of the great stories of the Bible, we reflect on the nature of Israel’s God 

who promises deliverance to the captives and then keeps promising to 

preserve them in the Exodus from slavery to freedom.   

 
FALL PROGRAMMING UPDATE 

• As we begin Sunday School we ask that if you have a fever, 

cough, sore throat or other contagious symptoms to please stay 

home.  

• Sunday School attendees will be asked to sanitize their hands 

with sanitizer provided at the classroom’s entrance.   

We encourage teachers and children to wear face masks and 

social distance as much as possible.  

 

• We are also offering digitally our Faith@Home series for 

families.  You can view this summer’s six week video series at 

www.bmcfaithformation.com/faithhome.   

 

CHILD PROTECTION FORMS 

• Parents and volunteers/teachers please fill out the required child 

protection forms by today.  You can find them on our website at 

http://bethesdamc.org/bulletinsresources/child-protection-

forms.   

• If you are a volunteer/teacher, fill out the Volunteer for 

Children/Youth (teachers, nursery workers, youth leaders etc.). 

• If you are a parent, fill out the Trip Permission form and the Youth 

Permission/Waiver form (one per child please) for children 

attending any BMC activity (Sunday School, Midweek, etc.). 

• If you will drive children/youth to any event, fill out the Driving 

History Record Release form. 

 

MIDWEEK UPDATE 

Midweek, for Preschool through Grade 6 children will begin Wednesday, 

October 7 at 7:00 p.m.  See you soon! 
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ACROSS THE STREET & AROUND THE WORLD 

Fall Festival at Bethel College is not canceled but will look different this 

year. While there won’t be a “Fall Festival Fair” on campus October 3, 

there will be a homecoming football game, a photography exhibit by 

David Long, and a virtual performance of a play written and directed by 

Karen Robu, among other events. The Bethel College Women’s 

Association is taking orders for baked goods at 

www.bcwamarketonline.com/shop/preorderforfallfest/9 (ordering 

deadline is September 30). See www.bethelks.edu/alumni/events/fall-

festival for a detailed schedule, and for links to all virtual events. 

Save the date: KIPCOR will kick off its 2020-21 Peace Lecture series with 

journalist and best-selling author Sarah Smarsh, Thursday, November 5, 

2020, at 7:00 p.m., in an online format. This is a fundraiser for KIPCOR. More 

details to follow! 

 
The MCC Mobile Meat Canner will not be coming to Nebraska this year 

due to the Covid-19 Pandemic.  We will instead have the option of 

heading to Newton to can for one or two days, most likely during the week 

of November 16-21.  We are considering whether to commit to a canning 

time at Newton, or whether to opt out for 2020.  We do not want to be in 

a situation where we have signed up a for a certain amount of meat and 

are unable to process it for lack of volunteers.  Therefore, we are asking 

that you contact us to say that you would like to volunteer in Newton 

(depending on the dates that are finalized) so that we know the level of 

commitment and can make a decision based on that.  We would need 

to make that determination by October 25.  Please contact by phone or 

text Brent  Swartzendruber at 402-366-0885 or Jay Dee Janzen at 402-362-

0512. 

 

Celebrate with us! Mennonite Central Committee invites you join 

Celebration 2020: MCC at 100, a livestreamed event commemorating a 

century of MCC’s ministry on Saturday, October 17, starting at 6:50 p.m. 

(EDT). The event will feature photos, videos and storytelling that highlight 

MCC’s work over the years. Former MCC leader and pastor Leonard Dow 

of Philadelphia will inspire participants to walk boldly into the next century 

of MCC’s ministry while talented musicians will lead in prayer and 

thanksgiving. You can find more information about MCC’s centennial and 

log in for the livestreamed event at mcc.org/celebration-2020. 

 
Register NOW for the MCC Flatlander Bicycle Ride! Due to COVID-19, the 

ride is a “virtual” event this year and open to EVERYONE.  Riders may 

register any time until September 29. Register online at Bikereg.com. Join 

us in raising money for MCC to fund the construction of new wells and 
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repair existing water and sanitary systems at schools in Nicaragua. With 

these improvements, students will have safe water to drink and wash their 

hands. In this global pandemic, access to clean water is more essential 

than ever. Donations from non-riders are welcome! Checks to MCC 

Flatlander Bike Ride may be sent to MCC Central States, PO Box 235, North 

Newton, KS 67117. 

 

Canner Operator: MCC is looking for new canner operators! This two-year 

service term is unique and offers the opportunity to travel around the U.S. 

and Canada, working as a team while meeting new people! Check 

out https://mcc.org/get-involved/canning for details! 

 

Seed Program: MCC is looking for young adults for its Seed programs in 

Colombia and Guatemala/El Salvador which offer experiential learning 

and formation focused on Reflection, Service and Peacebuilding. 

Application deadline is October 19, 2020. For more information or to 

apply, please visit https://mcc.org/get-involved/serve/openings. 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIALS 
Worship Offering: September 20, 2020 

Worship Attendance: 186 

Sunday School Attendance: 81 
 

Swan Lake Christian Camp $127.00 

Bethel College $2,130.00 

Dayspring Ministries $950.00 

Ashland Fellowship $300.00 

Benevolent Fund $1,600.00 

Facility Renovations & Parking Lot $50.00 

MCC School Kits $220.00 

Offering Total $9,852.00 

Sunday School Offering $371.00 

Sunday School Projects $60.00 

Total $10,283.00 

Walt Ott Memorials 

(Legacy Square $1,040/NE MCC Sale 

$1,835/Henderson Ministerial $725) 

 

$3,600.00 
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COVID 19 numbers remain relatively low in the Congo, with no cases 

having yet arrived in the area of Dayspring's involvements in the 

interior.  Resulting shutdowns and travel restrictions, however, have 

caused major disruptions and hardship.  As of a couple of weeks ago, 

most restrictions have been moderated and schools are reopening. We 

can only wait to see what happens to numbers. 
 
Together with Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission (AIMM) we are supporting 

my good friend and Dayspring Committee member, Mbanvu Simplice, on 

a very significant journey into the interior to touch base and educate 

churches within the footprint of the Congo Mennonite Church on the 

prevention of COVID. Within this vast area are 51 districts and 260 

congregations. Taking on this very ambitious project, Simplice figures he'll 

travel around 2,000 miles with 1,250 of that via motorcycle. I've been on 

those roads and I worry about him! Please pray that he might have safety 

in his travels.  The goal of this project is to educate the people on 

preventing the spread of the virus, emphasizing hand washing, social 

distancing, mask wearing and the importance of quarantining. While our 

Congo fund is low, Dayspring has committed $2,500 to this project. If the 

COVID virus were to get a foothold in the interior, there would be little that 

could be done as almost any kind of medical care and PPE is nonexistent. 

Educational posters will be given out to churches and women will be 

taught about sewing masks. In that setting, an ounce of prevention is the 

cure.  
 
As resources allow, Dayspring continues to provide leadership on several 

fronts. As universities are reopening, we will be continuing our student 

support. In February I was surprised when Simplice told me that by his 

count we'd had a hand in helping over 40 students better their education 

that was now being used in the church and community. Our fund 

balance is low to accomplish this for this semester. 
 
The new development project that we have invested in called, the 

Mennonite Agricultural Village, is anticipating its second year. The goal of 

addressing nutritional and food supply issues has once again been 

reinforced with several locally reported cases of a paralyzing nutritional 

disease called Konzo. At some point I hope to tell you more about this 

amazing grassroots effort. 
 
I wish I could better convey the very significant impact that Bethesda is 
making in the Congo. It's far more profound than you could imagine and 
I am always receiving many thanks on your behalf.   
 
Undesignated donations are split between Thailand and the Congo. 

Please specify if you would like to designate. 
 
May God bless you in this shared ministry. 
Ron Goertzen, Dayspring Ministries 

 



MESSAGE NOTES: MATTHEW 21:23-32 (NRSV) 
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CONNECT 
 

For more information, complete the form below and drop this tear-

off in the offering or at the church office. 

 

I would like more information about: 

 Children’s Programs  Serving 

 Youth Programs   Baptism 

 Bible Studies   Membership 

 Choirs    Other ____________________________ 

 

 I would like to receive the weekly e-Bethesda News.  Please 

enter your email address: 

___________________________________________ 

 

 I’m new to Bethesda Mennonite Church. 

 

 Please update/add my contact information to the Bethesda 

yearbook. 

 

Name  

Address  

City, State, 

Zip 

 

Email  

Home 

Phone 

 

Cell Phone  

 

My age range: 

 Elementary School    Junior High 

 High School     College 

 Adult 

 

Comments/Bulletin Announcement… 

 

 

Please pray for… 

 

 


