
W E L C O M E     
REACH, GROW, SERVE   

 “A community caring for all God’s people, being transformed by Christ's love,   
    serving others as a witness of God’s grace and peace.”      

     Bethesda Mennonite Church   

www.bethesdamc.org 
September 16, 2018  

The Board of Business wishes to thank you for your patience as we worked 
on the parking lot this summer.  Thank you to the numerous volunteers who 
worked, provided equipment, as well as those who provided food, monetary 
gifts and prayerful support.  The project is complete for this year. 
 
Pastor Seth will be offering a Sunday evening Bible study on the Gospel of 
John, beginning October 14, 2018.  Please see the insert for session schedule 
and watch the Bethesda News for additional information in the coming 
weeks. 
 
Upcoming Deacon Election 
The terms of Jeff Peters and E. James Friesen as members of the Board of 
Deacons expire in December.  Both have served one term.  Jeff has agreed 
to serve an additional three-year term.  The position of E. James Friesen 
will need to be filled.  On September 30, 2018, a congregational meeting 
will be held, immediately following the worship service, to affirm Jeff 
Peters for an additional three-year term.  Absentee ballots are available 
and must be requested by the member in writing (email is permissible), in 
person or by phone.  If we receive a phone request, ballots must be picked 
up and signed for by someone representing the member doing the 
requesting.  All absentee ballots must be returned by Thursday, 
September 27, 2018 at 4:30 p.m. 
 
MCC Canner 
The mobile canning unit will not follow its normal route and schedule this 
year.  Only one position was filled of the four-person crew, so the canner 
will only stop at a few limited locations.  We will have the opportunity to 
join with our fellow Nebraska congregations and can at the MCC resource 
center on November 8, 9, 10.  For more information and details, contact 
Brent Swartzendruber or Jay Dee Janzen.  The Facebook page "Nebraska 
MCC Canning" has been set up to assist with information and coordination 
in the coming months.                                                   Brent Swartzendruber 
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SUNDAY, September 16 

8:45 a.m. Deacon Prayer Time 
9:30 a.m. Worship 

10:40 a.m. Sunday School 
  

TUESDAY, September 18 
 8:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
7:30 p.m. Board of Business 
8:00 p.m. Board of Education 
8:00 p.m. Board of Service & Outreach 

  
WEDNESDAY, September 19 

12:00 p.m.    Bulletin Announcements Due 
7:00 p.m. Midweek 

7:00 p.m. CORNERSTONE 

7:00 p.m. Powerhouse 

7:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study (Pastor Jim) 

7:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir  
 

Next SUNDAY, September 23, 2018 
 9:30 a.m. Worship  

 Message – Pastor Jim Voth 
Offering – Central Plains Mennonite Conference 

Pianist – Marilyn Kroeker     
Special Music – Powerhouse 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT BETHESDA  



 

 

 
Please pray for those with health concerns, grief or family needs. 
Prayer Requests 
Caleb Friesen (son of Rick/Brittany Friesen)  
LaVonne Friesen 
Ray & Aki Epp (see letter on prayer board regarding natural disasters) 
Levi Peters, Henderson Hospital 
 
Livestreaming Funerals 
There has been a long history of transmitting an audio broadcast of all 
Bethesda funeral services to the Henderson Care Center via speaker 
phone.  This service is no longer available.  At a recent joint meeting the 
Church Council and Board of Deacons agreed that in the future all 
Bethesda funeral services will be broadcast via Livestream, with the cost 
covered by the church, unless the family requests that Livestream not be 
provided.  This broadcast would be available to the public but most 
importantly to those at the care center.  Any questions may be directed to 
a council member or deacon. 

Church Council, Board of Deacons 
 
Tara Swartzendruber has resigned as Office Assistant at Bethesda 
effective September 6, 2018 to pursue her health related to migraines.  On 
behalf of the Church Council, we thank Tara for serving the Bethesda 
congregation on the office staff team. 
Cindy Friesen as Office Manager will assume the additional duties of the 
Office Assistant at this time.  To help make this transition smooth, the 
following suggestions are recommended: 

• If you need items printed, copied, etc., please have them to the 
office several weeks in advance of your deadline. 

• If you call or stop in during the day and no one is available, please 
leave a message.  We may be in a meeting, away from our desks, 
or out to lunch. 

• When planning an event in the church please fill out the event 
form in the office so the office can contact the appropriate people 
to handle sound, setup, etc.  

• Please send all emails to bethesda@mainstaycomm.net. 

• If you have any questions, please feel free to call.  
 

 

CHURCH FAMILY 
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Little Annie Fundraiser 
A fundraiser for little Annie will be held on Sunday, September 23, from 
11:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. at McCool Junction Public School. The event includes 
a meal with free-will donation, children's activities, and a silent action 
(bidding closes at 1:30 p.m.). Auction items are currently being accepted 
and can be submitted by filling out the donation form, located just outside 
the church office. Monetary donations can be made payable to United 
Methodist Church with “Little Annie” designated in the memo 
line.  Contact Erin Sams for additional information. 
 
You are invited to join the Gospel Echoes Team Concert scheduled for 
Saturday, September 29, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. at East Fairview Mennonite 
Church in Milford, Nebraska.  Enjoy an evening of music, inspiration and 
fellowship.  Music is provided by the Gospel Echoes Harvest & Mercy Road 
Teams as well as prison testimonies and ministry updates.  See the east 
bulletin board for more information. 
 
Mennonite Disaster Service Region 3 Annual Meeting 
Check the east bulletin board for information on the upcoming MDS 
Meeting at Swan Lake Christian Camp October 26-27.    Registration is due 
by October 15 and you must arrange for your own lodging.   
 
 
 
 
The worst monsoon flooding in a century has damaged roads, homes and 
sources of income for hundreds of thousands of people in the Kerala state 
of India. As displaced people are returning to their homes, Mennonite 
Central Committee is working with Gilgal Mission Trust in India to provide 
tarps, food baskets, cooking utensils, and cleaning and hygiene items. 
Donations to support the response can be given online at mcc.org/india-
flooding; by phone at 888-563-4676; or by mail to MCC U.S., 21 S. 12th St., 
PO Box 500, Akron, PA 17501. 

 

Prison Ministries 
Thank you for the financial support for Prison Ministries from this 
congregation: Sunday school classes, individuals and Bethesda Women’s 
Ministries.  This past year our Monday night Bible Study was not allowed 
to sponsor a seminar or event.  Until policy changes at the prison, I would 
encourage your giving to the Angel Tree Project in November and 
December in our church.  Children of women serving time in York will 

ACROSS THE STREET & AROUND THE WORLD 



greatly benefit from your generous giving.  Currently, Prison Fellowship 
Academy, a 24/7, year-long intentional ministry needs mentors and 
volunteers for their programs. I keep praying for the Lord to raise up 
fellow believers who would enjoy engaging with the women within the 
walls. Our Monday night Bible study shares the Chapel with this group.  
If you have any questions, you may contact me, Linda Goertzen at 402-
723-5749 or Pastor J. Epp, Religious Coordinator at NCCW. 
(j.epp@nebraska.gov)    I have forms available for volunteers to begin the 
process of serving Christ locally.   Thank you for your prayers 
and support.                                                                                  Linda Goertzen                               
 
Recipe’s Needed 
The Huskie Power Pack Program is looking for recipe suggestions.  Recipes 
are for working families that can easily be doubled with minimal 
ingredients found at our local Foodmart or Wal-Mart.   Please submit 
recipes TODAY to Erin Sams at esams@york.edu. 
 

School Kits – Funding and Packing! 
School kits continue to be the most asked for item from MCC. We will be 
packing and sending 1,000 kits again this year.  All items have been 
ordered and are here. We need $2,550 to cover the remaining cost. You 
may share in this project by donating to Bethesda in the Sunday morning 
offering and designating your gift for MCC School Kits in the memo line. 
We will be planning a work night for November 4, 2018. If you have 
questions, contact Lindy Siebert or Adeline Huebert. 
 
 
 
Worship Offering Sunday, September 9, 2018 
Worship Attendance – 324 
Sunday School Attendance – 129 
Facility Renovations & Parking Lot .................................................. $145.00 
MCC School Kits .............................................................................. $280.00 
Bethesda General Operating Receipts ....................................... $11,926.50 
Total Worship Offering ......................................................... $12,351.50 
Sunday School Offering ............................................................... $90.00 
Sunday School Projects ............................................................. $553.35 
Total Sunday Morning Offering ............................................ $12,880.35 
Elmer Epp Memorial - Bethesda  ................................................ $712.50 
Elmer Epp Memorial - Henderson Health Care Foundation ......... $692.50 
 

FINANCIALS 
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For junior high and high school calendars visit the Bethesda Faith 
Formation page at www.bmcfaithformation.com.   
 
CORNERSTONE (junior high) will meet Wednesday, September 19, at 7:00 
p.m. in The Upper Room (second floor of the education wing on the east end 
of the hallway).  Remember to bring your Bibles! 
 
Powerhouse (high school) will meet in the Powerhouse room Wednesday, 
September 19 @ 7:00 p.m. to prepare to lead worship on Sunday, September 
23.  Remember to bring your Bibles! 
 
High School Bible Study 
You are invited to join Kara Janzen in the Crossroads Coffee House following 
worship today for a video and discussion around today’s scripture found in 
Mark 8:27-38.  
 
Catechism will meet September 16 and 23 following worship in the 
Conference Room.  
 

Important Dates: 
October 7   High school Powerhouse sings 
October 10  Wednesday night for JH/HS at Heartland Football Field 
October 21  High school youth worship lead and Powerhouse sings  
October 31  Junior high and high school will host Garage Parties 
November 4  School Kit Night Fundraiser Meal 
 
If you would be interested in exploring a winter service trip to Bloomington, 
Texas, to assist with Mennonite Disaster Service Hurricane Harvey relief, 
please contact Pastor Andrea. 
 
Parents: Five Minutes that Could Transform Your Family 
Check out this link for a simple prayer practice that could transform your 
family and help build a life-long faith in your children.  Ask your kids 
everyday: 1) What are you grateful for 2) What are you least grateful for? 
Tell God thanks and ask God for help based on what your children 
share.  Online you will find a video describing this practice and a reminder 
card you can print or save to your phone.  Check it 
out:  http://www.bmcfaithformation.com/family-faith-formation.html. 

 

 

YOUTH 
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