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Faith Formation Sunday 
Faith Formation Sunday will be held September 8, 2019, which will also be 
our first Sunday back in the sanctuary.   During the worship service 
teachers will be recognized and first graders will receive Bibles.    All 
teachers and their families are invited to an appreciation luncheon 
following Sunday School.   Please RSVP to Lisa Tessman by September 3.  
* Teachers and parents please note: Today, new Sunday School classes will 
begin. 
 
Bethesda Lecture Series 
Mark your calendar for the Bethesda Lecture Series, September 13-15, 
2019.  Mark Thiessen Nation, Ph.D., Professor of Theology Emeritus, will 
present Discipleship in a World Full of Nazis:  Re-Framing Bonhoeffer’s Life 
of Faithfulness and Resistance.  Lectures are scheduled as follows: 

• Friday, September 13 @ 7:00 p.m. 

• Saturday, September 14 @ 3:30 p.m. 

• Saturday, September 14 @ 4:45 p.m.  

• Saturday, September 14 Meal @ 6:00 p.m.  

• Saturday, September 14 Panel discussion @ 7:00 p.m.  

• Sunday, September 15 Dr. Nation will speak during the worship 

service and at 10:40 a.m. there will be a discussion time with 

adults and high school students during the Sunday school hour.  

• See the poster on the east bulletin board/doors for additional 

information. 

 

_____ weekly_____ 

WELCOME 
For more information, visit www.bethesdamc.org. 
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SUNDAY (9/1)  

8:45 a.m. Deacon Prayer Time 
9:30 a.m. Worship in Fellowship Hall 

10:40 a.m. Sunday School 
  

MONDAY (9/2) Labor Day – Church Offices Closed 
 
TUESDAY (9/3) 

8:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
6:30 p.m. Preschool Sneak Peek 
7:00 p.m. Bethesda Women’s Ministries 
8:00 p.m. Preschool Committee 

  
WEDNESDAY (9/4) 

12:00 p.m. Bulletin Announcements Due 
6:30 p.m. CORNERSTONE Kick Off 
7:00 p.m. Midweek Ice Cream Social 
7:00 p.m. Powerhouse  
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

  
SATURDAY (9/7) 

7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
  

NEXT SUNDAY (9/8) WORSHIP/CHRISTIAN FORMATION SUNDAY 

9:30 a.m. 
Message: Lyle Miller 
First Graders Receive Bibles 
Offering:  Local Church  

 Pianist: Marilyn Kroeker/Powerhouse   

11:45 a.m. Teacher Appreciation Lunch 

1:00 p.m. Lyle Miller/Everence (Church Council) 

  

 
Bethesda now offers the option of Online Giving.  To donate securely 
online, visit www.bethesdmc.org and click GIVE. 
 

this week 
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JoAnn Epp                                     
Pauline Friesen Family                                  
Greg Ransom 
Abe & Alice Buller 
Robert O. Epp Family 

Death 
Robert O. Epp, age 96, died August 27, 2019, in Lincoln, Nebraska.  A 
memorial service was held Saturday, August 31, 2019.  Robert is survived 
by two loving sons and their families: Timothy and wife Heidi Schmidt of 
Hyattsville, Maryland and their children Dietrich, Lydia, Tristan, Jalilah and 
Kenisha and Jalilah’s daughter Bailey; and Charles and wife Lora Jost of 
Lawrence, Kansas and their son Nicholai.   Please keep these families in 
your prayers. 
 
Meals on Wheels Volunteer 
Henderson Health Care Services is seeking a committed volunteer to 
deliver meals every Tuesday to an average of four to six people living 
within Henderson city limits.  Meal delivery time would begin around 
11:00 a.m.  Interested applicants may contact Lisa Tessman, Human 
Resources at 402-723-4512 (ext. 4046) or Nutrition Services Director, 
Ashley Freeman (ext. 4008). 
 
Leah Friesen, daughter of Orie and Lin Friesen, is beginning a year-long 
assignment in San Francisco, California, with Mennonite Voluntary 
Service. She will be working with an organization called Mission Graduates 
whose mission is working with minority students at turning college into an 
expectation rather than an exception. She will be working at Cleveland 
Elementary, assisting teachers and helping as needed. Please keep her in 
your prayers as she embarks on this journey.  
 
Women’s Bible study will begin meeting for a four-week session titled 
“Psalm Adventure Part 1” studying Psalm 1-41.  Meeting dates are 

church family 

prayer requests 
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scheduled for September 11, 18, 25 and October 2 from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in 
the conference room.  A second four-week session titled “Psalm 
Adventure Part 2” studying Psalm 42-72 will begin October 30 and end 
November 20.  Each four-week study involves daily scripture reading and 
response with the weekly gathering for discussion.  Please contact Jerri 
Janzen (402-366-7402) if you would like to attend one or both sessions.  
Session packets will be available on the table outside the office. 
 
Attention all Parents, Teachers and Volunteers!!!   
“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” (Matthew 19:14) These well-
known words of Jesus give us a picture of God’s love for children.  For this 
welcome to be truly extended to children in the context of our 
congregation, our church must be place of refuge and safety.    May the 
process of protecting the children in the care of our congregation be 
marked with healthy relationships as we travel together on this journey 
toward growth in caring, trust, and wholeness. 
 
Yearly Safe Child Protection Forms will be filled out online by all who 
work with children/youth.  Go to www.bethesdamc.org. Click Bulletins 
& Resources, then Child Protection Forms. 

• If you are a volunteer/teacher, fill out the Volunteer for 
Children/Youth (teachers, nursery workers, youth leaders etc.). 

• If you are a parent, fill out the Trip Permission form and the Youth 
Permission/Waiver form (one per child please) for children 
attending any BMC activity (Sunday School, Midweek, etc.). 

• If you will drive children/youth to any event, fill out the Driving 
History Record Release form. 

• Forms are due Sunday, September 8, 2019. 
 
Midweek Kickoff 
Midweek begins Wednesday, September 4, with a come-and-go Ice Cream 
Social for kids and their parents in the Fellowship Hall from 7:00-8:00 p.m.  
Midweek classes will resume Wednesday, September 11, at 7:00 p.m.   
 
Chancel Choir 
It’s hard to believe that summer is almost over and we are looking forward 
to fall and worship back in the sanctuary.  It’s time to dust off those vocal 

http://www.bethesdamc.org/
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cords and think about leading worship with the choir.  We will meet to get 
organized and start to rehearse on Wednesday, September 4, at 8:00 p.m.  
See you then!   
 
Parents of children turning 3-years-old are invited to enroll your child in 
Sunday school this year.  Please contact Mark Danielson, Jennifer Buller, 
Tami Peters or the church office with your child’s name. 
 
It’s time again to think about school kits!  We will plan to pack 1,000 bags 
this year.  Supplies for the kits have been purchased ($2,800) and you may 
donate to the project by designating your offering for “School Kits.” Thank 
you to all who sewed bags. If you have questions or need assistance, 
please contact Lindy Siebert or Adeline Huebert. 

Mennonite Disaster Service Seeking Volunteers  
This fall, MDS has an urgent need for volunteers due to a rise in natural 
disasters and inclement weather delays this spring. We are thankful for 
the many leadership volunteers who have stepped up this season and are 
ready to rebuild and restore homes. Even so, we need the help of our 
weekly volunteers who are the physical hands and feet of Jesus in Texas, 
South Dakota, California and more. We are grateful for the opportunity to 
serve a greater number of disaster survivors this season and we hope you 
will join us in our ambitious endeavor to bring more people home. “As I 
think of the thousands of pairs of hands that respond, rebuild and restore 
homes after a disaster, I am grateful.” Kevin King, Executive Director for 
MDS. For more information or to serve please visit mds.mennonite.net or 
call 1-800-241-8111. 
  
Get involved with something BIG – record breaking BIG! MCC is 
celebrating our 100th anniversary and attempting to collect 6,500 
comforters to deliver to people in need all around the world. Get involved 
by tying a comforter on January 18, 2020 (mark your calendars now!). We 
are looking for people to host a comforter tying event in their community. 
Contact Kate Mast at 316-283-2720 or katemast@mcc.org for details, 
supplies and resources. It’s more than a warm blanket – it’s a message of 
love and compassion. 

across the street & around the world 

mailto:katemast@mcc.org
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Anabaptist Church Tour October 18-29, 2019 
Join people from across North America in a tour focusing on Anabaptist 
churches and seminary programs in Guatemala and El Salvador.  Your tour 
will include a wide variety of experiences to give you exposure to what 
Anabaptist churches are doing as well as a sense of the challenges and joys 
they face.  Main features include lectures on culture, religion and history 
by professors on the SEMILLA Latin American Anabaptist Seminary 
campus, worship at Casa Horeb Mennonite Church, meet the pastor and 
former gang member at a “red zone” church in Guatemala City, visit a 
sustainable agriculture project in the cloud forest highlands of Guatemala, 
tour the Mayan ruins in Copan, Honduras, the cathedral of the black Christ 
in Esquipulas, Guatemala, and historic Antigua, Guatemala.  Interested 
participants from Bethesda will receive financial assistance from the Board 
of Service and Outreach on a case by case basis and follow the general rule 
of 75% of financial coverage for mission and travel related expenses.  For 
additional tour information, pick up a brochure on the east bulletin board 
or talk to Pastor Seth. 
 
Mennonite Central Committee is now collecting immigration detainee 
care kits. When people who have been placed in immigration detention 
centers are released, they often have nothing more than the clothes on 
their backs. Please visit https://mcc.org/media/resources/8815 for all the 
details of what goes into the kit and how the kits will be distributed. It is 
one small way we can share Christ’s love with our neighbors. All kit 
supplies should be sent to MCC Central States 121 E. 30th, PO Box 235, 
North Newton, Kansas 67117. Questions? Please contact MCC at 316-283-
2720. 
 
 
 
Worship Offering Sunday, August 25, 2019 
Worship Attendance – 220 
Sunday School Attendance – 91 
 
Ashland Fellowship ........................................................................... $25.00 
Benevolent Fund .......................................................................... $2,000.00 
MCC School Kits ................................................................................ $25.00 
Bethesda General Operating Receipts ......................................... $8,597.00 

financials 

https://mcc.org/media/resources/8815
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Sunday Morning Worship Offering ....................................... $10,647.00 
Sunday School Offering ............................................................. $114.00 
Total Sunday Morning Offering ............................................ $10,761.00 
 
LaVonne Friesen Memorials/Henderson Wellness Center ....... $3,395.00 
 
 

 

 

 
High School Sunday School: Today, following worship, we will be talking 
about “setting your imagination free" as we look at children’s books as a 
part of our spiritual practice. 

Next week we will be traveling to Heritage Park during the Sunday school 
hour to view the traveling display of “The Voices of Conscience.”  We will 
hear stories about those who chose alternatives to military service as we 
explore the question – how do we respond to Jesus call to love our 
enemies in today’s world?   

CORNERSTONE (junior high) will kick off Wednesday, September 4 from 
6:30-8:00 p.m.  in the Crossroads Coffee House.  Join us for walking tacos 
and learn how God made you to make a difference in your family, school 
and the world!  Eighth graders bring your Bibles.  Seventh graders will 
receive a new Bible. 

Powerhouse (high school) will meet Wednesday, September 4 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Powerhouse room for a time to prepare to lead worship 

on Sunday, September 8.   

 

 

 

 

 

youth 
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SNEAK PEEK 

 

NIGHT! 
Bethesda Preschool will be having 
their sneak peek of the classroom 
on Tuesday, September 3, from 
6:30-8:00 p.m. and the 
congregation is invited! The 
children get to take a sneak peek at 
their new classroom before the 
first day of school and bring 
paperwork/school supplies. 
Bethesda Preschool classes begin 
Wednesday, September 4!   
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Bethesda Women’s Ministries 
 

First Tuesday Gathering 
 

September 3, 2019 
7:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
 

“Hear the Word of the Lord” 
 

Lesson:  Kathryn Goertzen 
Feature:  Pastor Seth Miller 
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Thank you for joining us in worship this morning! 
 
For more information, complete the form below and drop this tear-off in 
the offering bag or at the church office. 
 
I would like more information about: 

 Children’s Activities   Serving 
 Youth Programs    Baptism 
 Bible Studies     Membership 
 Choirs       Other ____________________________ 

 
 I would like to receive the weekly e-Bethesda News.  Please enter 

your email address: ___________________________________________ 
 

 I’m new to Bethesda Mennonite Church. 
 

 Please update/add my contact information to the Bethesda yearbook. 
 

Name  

Address  

City, State, Zip  

Email  

Home Phone  

Cell Phone  

 
My age range: 

 Elementary School    Middle School 
 High School      College 
 Adult 

 
Comments… 
 
Please pray for… 
 

connection card 


