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Communion 
Last week’s Bethesda News noted we would have communion today.  The 
pastors and deacons decided to postpone communion until World 
Communion Sunday (October 6, 2019).   
 
Faith Formation Sunday 
Faith Formation Sunday will be held September 8, 2019, which will also be 
our first Sunday back in the sanctuary.   During the worship service 
teachers will be recognized and first graders will receive Bibles.    All 
teachers and their families are invited to an appreciation luncheon 
following Sunday School.   Please RSVP to Lisa Tessman by September 1.  
* Teachers and parents please note: New Sunday School classes will begin 
on September 1. 
 
College students, please fill out the address request form on the last page 
of the Bethesda News.  Thank you! 
 
Bethesda Lecture Series 
Mark your calendar for the Bethesda Lecture Series, September 13-15, 
2019.  Mark Thiessen Nation, Ph.D., Professor of Theology Emeritus, will 
present Discipleship in a World Full of Nazis:  Re-Framing Bonhoeffer’s Life 
of Faithfulness and Resistance.  Lectures are scheduled for Friday, 
September 13, 7:00 p.m.; Saturday, September 14, 3:30 p.m.; Saturday, 
September 14, 4:45 p.m.; and Sunday, September 15, 9:30 a.m.  Sunday, 
September 15, at 10:40 a.m. there will be a discussion time with adults 
and high school students.  See the poster on the east bulletin board for 
more information. 
 

_____ weekly_____ 

WELCOME 
For more information, visit www.bethesdamc.org. 
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SUNDAY (8/18)  

8:45 a.m. Deacon Prayer Time 
9:30 a.m. Worship in Fellowship Hall 

10:40 a.m. Sunday School 
3:00 p.m. Storytelling Event at Heritage Park 

7:00-9 :00 p.m. FUSION for Youth (Grace Hall) 
  

TUESDAY (8/20) 
8:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
8:00 p.m. Board of Business Administration  
8:00 p.m. Board of Service and Outreach 
8:00 p.m. Board of Education 

  
WEDNESDAY (8/21) 

12:00 p.m. Bulletin Announcements Due 
7:00 p.m. Midweek Teacher Meeting (Powerhouse Room) 

  
THURSDAY (8/22) 

2:30 p.m. Rosewood Court Coffee 
  

NEXT SUNDAY (8/25)  

9:30 a.m. 
Message: Pastor Seth Miller 
Offering:  Local Church  

 
Music: Kara Janzen, Carly Hiebner, Ashton Brown 
Pianist:  Sandra Quiring  

12:00 p.m. Potluck 

 
Bethesda now offers the option of Online Giving.  To donate securely 
online, visit www.bethesdmc.org and click GIVE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

this week 
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Attention all Parents, Teachers and Volunteers!!!   
“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” (Matthew 19:14) These well-
known words of Jesus give us a picture of God’s love for children.  For this 
welcome to be truly extended to children in the context of our 
congregation, our church must be place of refuge and safety.    May the 
process of protecting the children in the care of our congregation be 
marked with healthy relationships as we travel together on this journey 
toward growth in caring, trust, and wholeness. 
 
Yearly Safe Child Protection Forms will be filled out online by all who 
work with children/youth.  Go to www.bethesdamc.org. Click Bulletins 
& Resources, then Child Protection Forms. 

• If you are a volunteer/teacher, fill out the Volunteer for 
Children/Youth (teachers, nursery workers, youth leaders etc.). 

• If you are a parent, fill out the Trip Permission form and the Youth 
Permission/Waiver form (one per child please) for children 
attending any BMC activity (Sunday School, Midweek, etc.). 

• If you will drive children/youth to any event, fill out the Driving 
History Record Release form. 

• Forms are due Sunday, September 8, 2019. 
 
Midweek Teacher Meeting 
There will be a meeting for Midweek teachers on Wednesday, August 21, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Powerhouse Room.  We still need teachers for the 
Kindergarten and 1st grade class as well as the 5th and 6th grade class. If 
you would be interested in helping, please contact JoAnn Friesen or Joy 
Friesen.  Thanks!  
 
Midweek Kickoff 
Midweek begins Wednesday, September 4, with a come-and-go Ice Cream 
Social for kids and their parents in the Fellowship Hall from 7:00-8:00 p.m.  
Midweek classes will resume Wednesday, September 11, at 7:00 p.m.   
 
Color yourself inspired! 
The summer Sunday school class led by Jan Friesen will continue to meet 
in the Powerhouse Room through the end of August.   
 

http://www.bethesdamc.org/
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Chancel Choir 
It’s hard to believe that summer is almost over and we are looking forward 

to fall and worship back in the sanctuary.  It’s time to dust off 
those vocal cords and think about leading worship with the 
choir.  We will meet to get organized and start to rehearse on 

Wednesday, September 4, at 8:00 p.m.  See you then!   
 

Parents of children turning 3-years-old are invited to 
enroll your child in Sunday school this year.  Please 
contact Mark Danielson, Jennifer Buller, Tami Peters or 
the church office with your child’s name. 

 
It’s time again to think about school kits!  We will plan to pack 1,000 bags 
this year. Additional bags need to be sewn before the night of packing and 
are now located in the church office and may be picked up during office 
hours. Supplies for the kits have been purchased ($2,800) and you may 
donate to the project by designating your offering for “School Kits.” If you 
have questions or need assistance, please contact Lindy Siebert or Adeline 
Huebert. 
 
 
 
 
Lavonne Friesen Family 
JoAnn Epp                                     
Pauline Friesen                                     
Greg Ransom 
Roy Friesen (brother of Audrey Janzen) 
Aaron Jacobson (grandson of Myron & Arlyce Friesen) 

Congratulations to Whitney and Mike Vander Veen on the birth of their 
daughter, Logan AnnaBell, on August 7, 2019.  Local grandparents are John 
and Lori Steingard.  We wish God’s blessing on this family! 
 

church family 

prayer requests 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=43&image_type=cl%2cph%2cpp%2cbc%2cca&page=2&ipp=20
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Storytelling Event 
Today (Sunday, August 18) at 3:00 p.m. the Henderson Mennonite 
Heritage Park is hosting a special storytelling event in conjunction with the 
WWI conscientious objector traveling exhibit, Voices of Conscience: Peace 
Witness in the Great War.  Those in attendance at this storytelling event 
will have an opportunity to share their personal alternative service or their 
ancestors’ stories.  All are welcome to come to the air-conditioned 
Country Church at Heritage Park.  A cookie social will follow.  Admission is 
free although donations will be accepted. 
 
Anabaptist Church Tour October 18-29, 2019 
Join people from across North America in a tour focusing on Anabaptist 
churches and seminary programs in Guatemala and El Salvador.  Your tour 
will include a wide variety of experiences to give you exposure to what 
Anabaptist churches are doing as well as a sense of the challenges and joys 
they face.  Main features include lectures on culture, religion and history 
by professors on the SEMILLA Latin American Anabaptist Seminary 
campus, worship at Casa Horeb Mennonite Church, meet the pastor and 
former gang member at a “red zone” church in Guatemala City, visit a 
sustainable agriculture project in the cloud forest highlands of Guatemala, 
tour the Mayan ruins in Copan, Honduras, the cathedral of the black Christ 
in Esquipulas, Guatemala, and historic Antigua, Guatemala.  Interested 
participants from Bethesda will receive financial assistance from the Board 
of Service and Outreach on a case by case basis and follow the general rule 
of 75% of financial coverage for mission and travel related expenses.  For 
additional tour information, pick up a brochure on the east bulletin board 
or talk to Pastor Seth. 
 
Are you looking for a summer sewing project?  Mennonite Central 
Committee is running low on school kit bags!  You can review the 
guidelines and instructions at https://mcc.org/get-involved/kits/bag.  
Please contact Kate Mast at katemast@mcc.org or call her at 316-283-
2720 with any questions. 
 
Mennonite Central Committee is now collecting immigration detainee 
care kits. When people who have been placed in immigration detention 

across the street & around the world 

https://mcc.org/get-involved/kits/bag
mailto:katemast@mcc.org
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centers are released, they often have nothing more than the clothes on 
their backs. Please visit https://mcc.org/media/resources/8815 for all the 
details of what goes into the kit and how the kits will be distributed. It is 
one small way we can share Christ’s love with our neighbors. All kit 
supplies should be sent to MCC Central States 121 E. 30th, PO Box 235, 
North Newton, Kansas 67117. Questions? Please contact MCC at 
316.283.2720. 
 
All women are invited to attend Women’s Retreat at Swan Lake Christian 
Camp Saturday and Sunday, September 21-22, 2019.  The theme for the 
weekend is “Joy in the Journey? Making peace with our inner Jonah.”  
Together, we will engage multiple senses to understand more deeply what 
God might be calling us to do, or perhaps how we are called to live out our 
vocation.  Sign-up online at myslcc.campbrainregistration.com or call the 
SLCC office at 605-326-5690.  For more information, please feel free to 
grab a brochure from the east bulletin board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship Offering Sunday, August 11, 2019 
Worship Attendance – 213 
Sunday School Attendance – 107 
 
Benevolent Fund ............................................................................... $50.00 
Bethesda General Operating Receipts ......................................... $9,479.00 
Sunday Morning Worship Offering ......................................... $9,529.00 
Sunday School Offering ............................................................. $154.35 
Total Sunday Morning Offering .............................................. $9,683.35 
 
 
 
 
 

financials 

https://mcc.org/media/resources/8815
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High School Sunday School: Today, following worship, we will be talking 
about “Staying Close to the Cracks – Shining our Light in the Cracks." 
 
Catechism: The new fall calendar is available online at 
bmcfaithformation.com. Today we will meet with the high school Sunday 
school class to engage in a fun faith formation practice following worship. 
Also, mark your calendar for September 15 at 7:00 p.m. for Church History 
Night in the Fellowship Hall and October 20 during the Sunday school hour 
for a meal with parents, grandparents and Catechism youth (siblings are 
also welcomed to join us for the lunch).  
 
TONIGHT:  Back to School FUSION Style!  
Tonight, Sunday, August 18 from 7:00-9:00 p.m., junior high and high 
school youth are invited to Grace Hall (near the golf course) for a night of 
worship, snacks and games. This will be our final FUSION event this 
summer. FUSION is a combined youth group of MB, FEBC and BMC youth, 
along with any other community youth, that meets for special events, 
worship and service in our community. 
  
CORNERSTONE (Junior High) will kick off Wednesday, September 4 from 
6:30-8:00 p.m.  Come join us for walking tacos and learn how God made 
you to make a difference in your family, school and the world!   
 
  

youth 
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Bethesda Women’s Ministries 
 

First Tuesday Gathering 
 

September 3, 2019 
7:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Hear the Word of the Lord 
 

Lesson:  Kathryn Goertzen 
Feature:  Pastor Seth Miller 
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message notes     
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Thank you for joining us in worship this morning! 
 
For more information, complete the form below and drop this tear-off in 
the offering bag or at the church office. 
 
I would like more information about: 

 Children’s Activities   Serving 
 Youth Programs    Baptism 
 Bible Studies     Membership 
 Choirs       Other ____________________________ 

 
 I would like to receive the weekly e-Bethesda News.  Please enter 

your email address: ___________________________________________ 
 

 I’m new to Bethesda Mennonite Church. 
 

 Please update/add my contact information to the Bethesda yearbook. 
 

Name  

Address  

City, State, Zip  

Email  

Home Phone  

Cell Phone  

 
My age range: 

 Elementary School    Middle School 
 High School      College 
 Adult 

 
Comments… 
 
Please pray for… 

connection card 
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College Students… 
We want to stay in touch with you when you head 
off to colle  ge.  Please fill out the information 
below and return to the church office or place in 
the offering bag.   
 

Name: 

College: 

Year in College: 

College Address: 

City, State, Zip: 

Cell Phone: 

Email Address: 
 
Please let us know this information even if your college and/or address 
has NOT changed so we know we have the most up-to-date information.  
Thank You! 


