
 Conversations with Exiles: Living Faithfully as God’s People in an Unfamiliar 
Landscape. 

It many ways the biblical people of God are, by nature, exilic people. Has there 
ever been a time when the people who worship the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob have not been a threatened minority, struggling to preserve their particular 
identity and beliefs? From the nomadic journeys of the patriarchs, to slavery in 
Egypt to the drastic events of being conquered by Babylon (597–587 B.C.), and 
their subsequent existence under Persian, Greek, and Roman rule, the people of 
God have never lived as a superpower. 

In the New Testament, Peter describes his audience as exiles (I Peter 1:1, 2:11). 
Perhaps this is the way that Christians should experience any given culture. Exile 
is, in its very essence, living away from home. This is at the heart of the Christian 
faith as we live away from our ultimate home. We are a people who are called to 
see and interact with the world in a different way than the culture around us. 
Some have thought of this as a call to turn inwardly and insulate ourselves from 
the surrounding people. But this couldn’t be further from the truth. 

Isaiah reminds the people that they remain a “light to the Gentiles” (Isaiah 42:5-
7). And the story of Jonah reveals God’s intention that Israel be a witness to their 

subjugators so that they may come to repentance to know and serve God. This is 
what this series is about – facing the realities of exile as those empowered to bear 
witness to the light of Jesus’ redemptive work.  
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Prelude                                                                           Marilyn Kroeker, Pianist    
 
“God is Here” Wonacott                                                                      Mixed Octet           

 
Welcome & Call to Worship                                                Pastor Andrea Wall 
 
* “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” HWB 37            

(Children may come forward during stanza 4.) 
 

Children’s Focus                                                                           Connie Bechtel                
 
* “There is a Place of Quiet Rest” HWB 5 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Congregational Prayer                                                             Marlene Ott 
 
“O Taste and See from Psalm 34” Young                                        Mixed Octet                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                   
Scripture Reading: Jonah 2:1-10 

Leader: This is the Word of God, for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God!                                   

 
Message          “Conversations with Exiles:  Jonah”          Pastor Seth Miller           
                 
* “I Love to Tell the Story”                                         HWB 398    
 
Mission Moment:  Voluntary Service Leah Friesen
   
Announcements          Pastor Andrea Wall                                                              
 
Offering to God:   Pastor Andrea Wall 
 Central Plains Mennonite Conference 
Offertory                                                                                      Marilyn Kroeker 
 
* Benediction                                                                           Pastor Seth Miller 



* “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Keesecker Mixed Octet 
                                                              

 
*If you are able, please stand. 

 
All are invited to participate in the Christian education hour and to stop 

by the Coffee Spot in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 
Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Phone: 402-723-4562 
Email: bethesda@mainstaycomm.net or 
cindy.friesen@bethesdamc.org 
treasurer@bethesdamc.org 
Website: www.bethesdamc.org  

• When you are unable to attend worship, please join us by radio at KOOL 103.5 FM or by 
livestream at www.bethesdamc.org. Click the WATCH LIVE tab to view live services or 
click LIVESTREAM ARCHIVE to view previous services. 

• Hearing Impaired Worshipers:  If you need hearing assistance, feel free to sit in the front 
center seating to take advantage of our Hearing-Loop system. Williams units are also 
available in the rear of the sanctuary for your use. 

• When you desire pastoral care outside of office hours, please call: 
o Pastor Andrea Wall: 402-723-4526 (home), 402-710-3195 (cell), or email 

andrea@mainstaycomm.net  
o Pastor Seth Miller: 717-824-5998 (cell) or email seth.miller@bethesdamc.org   

• In addition to assistance from Bethesda pastors and deacons, domestic abuse support 
services are available to victims.  Call (toll-free) 1-877-388-4673, 24 hours/day. 
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