
W E L C O M E     
REACH, GROW, SERVE   

 “A community caring for all God’s people, being transformed by Christ's love,   
    serving others as a witness of God’s grace and peace.”      

     Bethesda Mennonite Church   

www.bethesdamc.org 
August 12, 2018  

 
Attention ALL Parents, Youth, Drivers and Volunteers!!!   The yearly Safe 
Child Protection Forms need to be filled out online by Sunday, 
September 9.   Forms are effective for one year (August 1, 2018—July 31, 
2019). Parents should fill out the Trip Permission and Youth 
Permission/Waiver forms (one per child). Drivers should fill out the 
Driving History form and all volunteers working with youth of any age 
need to fill out the Volunteer for Children/Youth form.    Forms are found 
on Bethesda’s website: www.bethesdamc.org. Click on “Bulletins and 
Resources” and again on “Child Protection Forms.”   
 
MCC works with the issue of migration around the world and walks with 
people who migrate, people who struggle not to migrate, and people who 
provide hospitality to migrants in many places.  
Pray: Pray for the migrants who made the difficult choice to leave their 
home communities in the hope of a better life, for the detained 
immigrants as they wait in detention, and for the border portal agents to 
execute their job justly and humanely. 
Advocate: Contact your elected officials to express your desire for more 
humane immigration policies. 
Serve: Become an immigration court watcher through the Interfaith 
Community for Detained Immigrants.    
Give: Support our work to support the reunification of families on the 
South Texas Border.  Within the coming weeks, 1,500-2,000 families are 
expected to be released from detention. MCC is working with local 
partners to support families with locally purchased grocery gift cards, 
clothing and housing assistance. Checks made out to MCC with “Central 
States Immigration” in the memo line, will go directly to support this 
response. For more information on how you can get involved, visit 
mcc.org/immigration.  

http://www.bethesdamc.org/
http://www.bethesdamc.org/
https://mcc.org/get-involved/advocacy/alert/end-family-detention-separation
https://www.icdichicago.org/ministries/immigration-court/
https://mcc.org/learn/what/categories/immigration


 
  
 

SUNDAY, August 12 

8:45 a.m. Deacon Prayer Time 
9:30 a.m. Worship (Fellowship Hall) 

10:40 a.m. Sunday School 
6:30 p.m. Summer Service Trip Sharing (Fellowship Hall) 

 
MONDAY, August 13 

11:00 a.m. Swimnastics 
7:00 p.m.   Sunday School Committee 

 
TUESDAY, August 14 

 8:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Board of Deacons 

  
WEDNESDAY, August 15 

        8:20 a.m. Prayer at the Playground (Heartland School) 
11:00 a.m. Swimnastics 
12:00 p.m.    Bulletin Announcements Due 

7:00 p.m. BWM July/August Birthday Celebration (Crossroads) 
  

FRIDAY, August 17 
11:30 a.m. Swimnastics Luncheon (Perks) 

  
SATURDAY, August 18 

7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study (Perks) 
 

Next SUNDAY, August 19, 2018 
9:30 a.m. Worship in Fellowship Hall 

 Message – Pastor Seth Miller 
Offering – Central Plains Mennonite Conference  

Pianist – Laura Steingard 
6:00 p.m. VOTA Concert Youth Event/Jim & Nora Ohrt’s Home  

203 Road 7 Henderson, Nebraska 
 

A produce sharing table has been set up outside the Fellowship Hall.   We 
invite you to either bring your over-abundance of produce here to share 
and/or take some home to your table or to a neighbor. 
 

THIS WEEK AT BETHESDA 



 
 
Please pray for those with health concerns, grief or family needs. 
Prayer Requests 
Caleb Friesen (son of Rick/Brittany Friesen)  
Mary Buller 
 
A willing worker is looking to be hired for light housekeeping, laundry and 
preparing meals on a flexible schedule, 2-3 days a week.  Maximum 4 
hours any one day.  Please contact Linda Goertzen (402-723-5749) or E. 
James Friesen (402-723-5868) from the Board of Deacons if you need 
some in-home assistance. 
 
A volunteer is needed to deliver Meals on Wheels to local seniors on 
Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m.    For information, see the flier on the east 
bulletin board. 
 
Midweek Teachers Needed! 
Midweek teachers are need for a combined 5th-6th grade class and one 
additional teacher for the K-2nd grade rotation.  If you are willing to serve 
in this way, please contact Joy Friesen at 402-723-4399.  Midweek will 
resume September 5 with an ice cream social for kids and parents. 
 
Wednesday Evening Prayer and Bible Study with Pastor Jim will begin 
September 5, 7:00-8:00 p.m.  We will begin with Acts 13 as we follow the 
missionary journeys of Paul.  A resource we will be using is the book Sailing 
Acts by Linford Stutzman.  From May 2004 through August 2005 Janet and 
Linford lived aboard their sailboat “SailingActs” sailing the sea routes and 
retracing the land routes of Paul.  If you would like to purchase the book 
you may do so at Amazon.com.  There are both new and used copies 
available at a reasonable price.  If you would be interested, check out the 
book Sailing Acts at Amazon.com or contact Pastor Jim.  The book is also 
available for Kindle.   
 
COLLEGE STUDENTS: We want to keep in touch with you!  Please fill out 
the form on the back page and drop it in the office with your updated 
address and college information before you leave for the new school year! 
You can also call (402-723-4562) or email bmcoffice@mainstaycomm.net. 
** The list of college students will be an insert in the September 9 bulletin! 
 

CHURCH FAMILY 

mailto:bmcoffice@mainstaycomm.net


 
 
 
Prayer at the Playground 
Henderson Ministerial Association is again sponsoring Prayer at the 
Playground at 8:20 a.m. on the first day of school, Wednesday, August 15, 
at Heartland Community School playground.  Parents and community 
members are invited to join together to cover our staff, teachers, and 
students in prayer.  
 
Recipe’s Needed 
The Huskie Power Pack Program is looking for recipe suggestions.  Recipes 
are for working families that can easily be doubled with minimal 
ingredients found at our local Foodmart or Wal-Mart.   Please submit 
recipes by September 9 to Erin Sams at esams@york.edu. 
 

Supplies are running low in the MCC Material Resources Center in North 
Newton and we could use your help! The current material resources 
needs include: shampoo for relief kits (1-2 bottles, totaling more than 20 
oz.), toothbrushes for relief and hygiene kits (in original packaging), small, 
metal pencil sharpeners (one or two hole) for school kits, dark colored 
hand or bath towels for hygiene and relief kits. Visit mcc.org/mrc/kits for 
full kit information. 

Join MCC on a Learning Tour to Explore the Root Causes of Migration in 
Guatemala and Honduras, November 7-17. For more information, 
contact chrislandes@mcc.org. 

The MC USA 2001 resolution The Death Penalty states in part, “in view of 
our Christian responsibility to value all human life we are compelled to set 
forth our opposition to all capital punishment.”  On August 14, 2018, the 
first execution in 20 years is scheduled to occur in Nebraska.  The drugs 
obtained for the execution were purchased in secret, from an unknown 
source, and the state has not publicized the execution protocol (drugs to 
be used and in what order) as required by law.  Nebraskans For 
Alternatives to the Death Penalty have been holding vigils to oppose the 
execution weekdays from 12:00–1:00 p.m. outside the Governor’s 
mansion in Lincoln.   You are invited to join as you are able.  Please also be 
in prayer for the family of the victim as they suffer again from publicity 
surrounding the scheduled execution.   

Cathy Wismer, Bethesda Peace Representative 

ACROSS THE STREET & AROUND THE WORLD 

mailto:esams@york.edu
https://mcc.org/get-involved/serve/volunteer/material-resources-center
mailto:chrislandes@mcc.org


Women’s Swimnastics  
The final two days of Swimnastics will be held August 13 and 15 at 11:00 
a.m. with a luncheon on Friday, August 17, 11:30 a.m. at Perk's, for anyone 
who has attended Swimnastics this summer. We will order from the menu. 
Please sign up at the swimming pool by August 15 if you plan to attend the 
luncheon.  Questions: call Kathy Friesen at 402-723-4245.  

July/August Birthday Celebration 
The July/August birthday celebration will be held Wednesday, August 15 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Crossroads Coffee House.  Please sign up on the bulletin 
board.  Rozella Swartzendruber is the hostess. 
 
Women’s Bible Study will resume on Wednesday evenings beginning 
September 12 (7:00-8:00 p.m.) for an eight-week study on Philippians. 
Please contact Jerri Janzen, if interested, so books can be ordered. Call 
402-723-4966 or call or text 402-366-7402. 
 
Women’s Retreat at Swan Lake Christian Camp will be held September 
15-16, with speaker Heather Coaster Goertzen on the theme of 
“Empowered.  Embodied.  Beloved.”  For more information, check the east 
bulletin board.   Registration is due by September 7. 
 

 
 
 
Worship Offering Sunday, August 5, 2018 
Worship Attendance – 255 
Sunday School Attendance – 89 
Mennonite Church USA/Mennonite Mission Network................ $2,604.00 
Mennonite Central Committee ....................................................... $600.00 
Dayspring – Menno Village – Japan ................................................ $200.00 
Dayspring – Thailand ......................................................................... $50.00 
Benevolent Fund ............................................................................... $75.00 
Facility Renovations and Parking Lot ........................................... $1,815.00 
Bethesda General Operating Receipts ......................................... $4,355.00 
Total Worship Offering ........................................................... $9,699.00 
Sunday School Offering ............................................................... $72.00 
Sunday School Projects ............................................................. $424.37 
Total Sunday Morning Offering ............................................ $10,195.37 

BETHESDA WOMEN’S MINISTRIES 

FINANCIALS 



 

 

 
Prayer Partner Conversations: Today will be our final prayer partner 
gathering following worship.  Next week, August 19, high school will 
return to Sunday School or Catechism classes.   
 
Summer Trip Sharing 
Tonight, August 12, join us in the Fellowship Hall from 6:30-8:30 p.m. to 
hear from the following church members about their summer service 
trips.  You will hear about how God is at work around the world, how 
these trips helped strengthen people’s faith in Christ, and the impact a 
variety of cross-cultural experiences have had on our youth and young 
adults.   

Ethan Hall – Guatemala 
CPMC Youth Escape – Iowa 
Cheyenne Junior Camp – Montana 
Mennonite Disaster Service – Texas 

 
Back-to-School: VOTA Concert 
High school and junior high youth and families are invited to Jim and Nora 
Ohrt’s home (203 Road 7 Henderson, Nebraska) Sunday, August 19 at 
6:00 p.m. for food and games with the VOTA concert starting at 7:00 
p.m.  Bring lawn chairs or blankets.  For more information, contact Pastor 
Andrea.  This event is sponsored by Henderson Ministerial Association.   
 
 
Bethesda Preschool News 

 

  Bethesda Preschool will be 
hosting an open house on 
Thursday, August 30, from 6:30-
7:30 p.m.  and you are invited! 
The children get to take a sneak 

peek of their new classroom before the first day of school and bring 
paperwork/school supplies.  If you know any preschool-aged children who 
are not enrolled, feel free to invite them!  Bethesda Preschool classes 
begin Wednesday, September 5. 

 

YOUTH 

BETHESDA PRESCHOOL 

https://maps.google.com/?q=203+Road+7+Henderson&entry=gmail&source=g
http://rimasdecolores.blogspot.cl/2014/06/actividades-para-aprender-ingles-en-verano.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


College Address 

Update… 

College students, 

Bethesda wants to stay 

in touch with you 

when you head off to college.  Please fill out the 

information below and return to the church office or 

place in the offering bag.  Thank you! 

Name 

 

College 

 

(Year in College) 

Address 

 

City 

 

State, Zip 

Home Phone 

 

Cell Phone 

Email Address 

 

 

** Please let us know this information even if your college and/or address 

has NOT changed so we know we have the most up-to-date information!  

THANK YOU!                                                                                   ~ Church Staff 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MESSAGE NOTES 

 
________________________ 


