
W E L C O M E     
REACH, GROW, SERVE   

 “A community caring for all God’s people, being transformed by Christ's love,   
    serving others as a witness of God’s grace and peace.”      

     Bethesda Mennonite Church   

www.bethesdamc.org 
July 22, 2018  

Empowering Women Event 
Girls ages 13–18 and women of all ages, please join Mennonite Women 
USA and Dove's Nest July 26-27, 2018 in Omaha for “Empowering 
Women: Claiming Healthy Personal Boundaries,” an intergenerational 
gathering to provide practical resources and support on healthy 
boundary management. Visit https://dovesnest.net/Claiming-Healthy-
Personal-Boundaries or call 402-577-0866 to find out more.  Pastor 
Andrea will be leading worship for this event. 
 
MCC works with the issue of migration around the world and walks with 
people who migrate, people who struggle not to migrate, and people who 
provide hospitality to migrants in many places.  
Pray: Pray for the migrants who made the difficult choice to leave their 
home communities in the hope of a better life, for the detained 
immigrants as they wait in detention, and for the border portal agents to 
execute their job justly and humanely. 
Advocate: Contact your elected officials to express your desire for more 
humane immigration policies. 
Serve: Become an immigration court watcher through the Interfaith 
Community for Detained Immigrants.    
Give: Support our work to support the reunification of families on the 
South Texas Border.  Within the coming weeks, 1,500-2,000 families are 
expected to be released from detention. MCC is working with local 
partners to support families with locally purchased grocery gift cards, 
clothing and housing assistance. Checks made out to MCC with “Central 
States Immigration” in the memo line, will go directly to support this 
response.  
For more information on how you can get involved, visit 
mcc.org/immigration.  
 

http://www.bethesdamc.org/
https://dovesnest.net/Claiming-Healthy-Personal-Boundaries or%20call 402-577-0866
https://dovesnest.net/Claiming-Healthy-Personal-Boundaries or%20call 402-577-0866
https://mcc.org/get-involved/advocacy/alert/end-family-detention-separation
https://www.icdichicago.org/ministries/immigration-court/
https://mcc.org/learn/what/categories/immigration


 
  
 

SUNDAY, July 22 

8:45 a.m. Deacon Prayer Time 
9:30 a.m. Worship 

10:40 a.m. Sunday School 
 

MONDAY, July 23 
11:00 a.m. Swimnastics 

8:00 p.m. Church Council 
 

TUESDAY, July 24 
 8:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 

  
WEDNESDAY, July 25 

      11:00 a.m. Swimnastics 
12:00 p.m.    Bulletin Announcements Due 

8:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study – Crossroads Coffee House 
  

THURSDAY, July 26 
“Empowering Women” Omaha, NE 

 
FRIDAY, July 27 

“Empowering Women” Omaha, NE 
11:00 a.m. Swimnastics 

  
SATURDAY, July 28 

6:00 a.m. Youth Leave for Texas MDS Trip  
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

 
Next SUNDAY, July 29, 2018 

9:30  a.m. Worship in Fellowship Hall 
 Message –  Pastor Jim Voth 

Offering – Local Church 
Pianist – Marilyn Kroeker 

12:00 p.m. – Potluck 
 

To share your musical talent during worship this summer, please contact 
the Music Committee: Rod Drews, Lynn Hall, Burton Peters or Ron Ulrich. 

 

THIS WEEK AT BETHESDA 



 
 
Please pray for those with health concerns, grief or family needs. 
 
Prayer Requests 
Caleb Friesen (son of Rick/Brittany Friesen) Children’s Hospital, Omaha 
 
Please remember Gary, Jennifer and Aaron Buller as they travel to 
Thailand this week and return August 2.  Their trip will focus on visiting 
believers in the church and teaching English in a village school where 
Pastor Utane is planting a new church.  Please pray for safety in travel,   
that new relationships will form from their time in the school, and that 
these relationships will eventually lead to new followers of Christ and 
members of the church.  “Pray that we can be an encouragement to the 
believers in their lives and faith journey, that our time with Pat and Rad 
will be an encouragement to them, and that we will be open to what God 
has to teach us during this trip.” 

Gary, Jennifer, & Aaron Buller 
 
Meals for Bryan and Connie Bechtel 
A meal train has been set up to coordinate bringing meals for Bryan and 
Connie.   Please visit https://mealtrain.com/gq63m3.  
 
Meal Train for the family of Mark Kliewer   
Visit https://www.TakeThemAMeal.com/UBFO1683. The schedule is 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings if you are interested in helping 
provide a meal for their family of four.  
 
Birth 
Congratulations to Adam and Kelsie Friesen Miller on the birth of a baby 
girl, Ada Kathryn, born July 6, 2018.  Local grandparents are Orie and Lin 
Friesen.   
 
Coffee Spot Help Needed: Two persons or a couple are needed to run the 
Coffee Spot on the first Sunday of each month.   For questions, or to 
volunteer, contact Glen and Tammy Ott. 
  
At the Central Plains Mennonite Conference Annual Meeting in June, 
Pastor Seth was affirmed to continue serving on the Pastoral Leadership 
Committee for CPMC for a three-year term.  
 

CHURCH FAMILY 

https://mealtrain.com/gq63m3
https://www.takethemameal.com/UBFO1683


 
 
 
Supplies are running low in the MCC Material Resources Center in North 
Newton and we could use your help! The current material resources 
needs include: shampoo for relief kits (1-2 bottles, totaling more than 20 
oz.), toothbrushes for relief and hygiene kits (in original packaging), small, 
metal pencil sharpeners (one or two hole) for school kits, dark colored 
hand or bath towels for hygiene and relief kits. Visit mcc.org/mrc/kits for 
full kit information. 

Light a Candle for Hope Remembrance Service 
Tabitha Hospice and Metz Mortuary invite you and your family to Wessel’s 
Living History Farm, Tuesday, August 7, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. for a time of 
prayer, music and fellowship to share in healing after the loss of a loved 
one.  Candles will be lit in celebration of those who will always remain in 
our hearts and memories, honoring the life they lived with HOPE for the 
future.  Please call Tabitha at 402-362-7739 to RSVP or for questions.  See 
the flyer on the east bulletin board for more information.   

Join MCC on a Learning Tour to Explore the Root Causes of Migration in 
Guatemala and Honduras, November 7-17. Guatemala and Honduras are 
countries from which the U.S., and increasingly Mexico, are receiving the 
majority of its immigrants. Honduras and Guatemala are both within the 
top 10 most violent countries in the world, plagued by gang presence, 
political corruption, and lack of economic opportunity that permit the 
realities to exist that drive people from their homeland. MCC seeks to 
educate and expose Learning Tour participants to the realities that many 
people face that result in migration, both internally and to foreign 
countries. This Learning Tour will provide firsthand stories, opportunities 
to meet the people as well as the organizations that are walking with 
them, participate in the rich culture, and witness the efforts of 
Guatemalans and Hondurans who are striving for positive change in their 
communities. Throughout the course of the tour, we hope to explore 
various perspectives on the topic, learn about how our decisions impact 
migrants, plant the seeds for ongoing connections, and learn about 
practical ways to support and advocate for the people and communities 
that we encounter. Approximate cost will be $700 (plus airfare). For more 
information or to sign up for this trip please contact chrislandes@mcc.org. 

 

ACROSS THE STREET & AROUND THE WORLD 

https://mcc.org/get-involved/serve/volunteer/material-resources-center
mailto:chrislandes@mcc.org


The Women’s Swimnastics exercise class meets at the Henderson Aquatic 
Center each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 11:00-11:45 a.m.  
Swimnastics includes gentle stretching, mild strengthening and light 
aerobics.  All women are welcome! 
 
Bethesda Women’s Ministries will have their “First Tuesday Gathering” 
on Tuesday, August 7.  The lesson will be given by Kathy Friesen and the 
feature, “Called to Self Care,” will be presented by Whitney Hueftle, 
physical therapist with Henderson Health Care Services. 
 
July/August Birthday Celebration 
The July/August birthday celebration will be held Wednesday, August 15 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Crossroads Coffee House.  Please sign up on the bulletin 
board if you are able to attend.  All women with July or August birthdays 
are welcome! 
 
Women’s Retreat at Swan Lake Christian Camp 
Make plans now to attend Women’s Retreat September 15-16 at Swan 
Lake Christian Camp, Viborg, South Dakota.  The speaker for the weekend 
will be Heather Coaster Goertzen (daughter-in-law of Linda Goertzen) on 
the theme of “Empowered.  Embodied.  Beloved.”  For more information 
about Heather and the retreat, please see the poster on the east bulletin 
board.   Registration is due by September 7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BETHESDA WOMEN’S MINISTRIES 



 
 
 
For junior high and high school calendars visit the Bethesda Faith 
Formation page at www.bmcfaithformation.com.   
 
High School Prayer Partner Conversations 
This week continue to meet with your prayer partner and share what you 
are grateful for and least grateful for as a prayer to God.  For the next three 
weeks prayer partners will meet independently of class while the youth 
travel to various church activities (you can keep in touch through text, 
Snapchat or by phone).  We will share about our conversations the final 
Sunday of this class, August 12 following worship.  If you missed last 
Sunday’s worship in the park, you can find the video of the lesson at 
http://www.bmcfaithformation.com/youth-on-the-go-blog. 
 
Schedule: 

• July 22: No class.  Prayer conversations continue. (Youth to 

Montana and Iowa.) 

• July 29: No class.  Prayer conversations continue. (Youth to 

Texas.) 

• August 5: No class.  Prayer conversations continue. (Youth 

returning from Texas.)   

• August 12: Final Gathering  

Youth Escape July 20-22, 2018 
Please keep Kara Janzen, Kate Bergen and Bailey Peters in your prayers 
as they attend Central Plains Mennonite Conference Youth Escape at 
Hidden Acres Christian Camp in Dayton, Iowa this weekend.  
  
Mennonite Disaster Service Texas Trip July 28-August 5, 2018 
Please remember the youth and sponsors attending the MDS trip to 
Victoria, Texas, to help with Hurricane Harvey relief.  Youth attending 
include Kaelyn Buller, Sadie Carr, Timberly Carr, Lane Huebert, Ben Mestl, 
Kyle Ott, Aidan Swartzendruber, and Reagan Weisheit.  Sponsors are 
Pastor Andrea Wall, Paige Mestl, Gene Miller, and Hillary Lee.   
 

 

YOUTH 

http://www.bmcfaithformation.com/
http://www.bmcfaithformation.com/youth-on-the-go-blog


 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Your child/children are invited to attend Swan Lake Christian Camp at NO 
CHARGE this summer through a gift from Bethesda’s South Fellowship Hall 
Sunday school class.  *When registering your child for camp, check the 
appropriate church scholarship amount.  
 

2018 SUMMER SCHEDULE 
Junior High Camp ..............................................................July 29-August 3 
 
Registration for camp is available online.  Please go to www.myslcc.com. 
  
Bethesda’s Permission for Medical Treatment and Transportation Forms 
are also available online at www.bethesdamc.org.   Click the “MINISTRIES” 
tab and drop down to “SWAN LAKE CHRISTIAN CAMP.”   

 The church office is the drop off location for these forms.  This is 
the only way the office staff has of knowing that your child will 
attending camp and possibly need transportation to and from 
camp. 

 If you do not have access to a printer, hard copies of these forms 
are available on the east bulletin board or the church office.  

 All campers must fill out this form and drop them off at the church 
office before departing for camp. Thank you!  

  
All drivers must fill out a “Driving History/Release Form” (found in the 
same online section) as well as leave a copy of their driver’s license in the 
church office.  Please call the church office with any questions or for hard 
copies of the form. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.myslcc.com/
http://www.myslcc.com/
http://www.bethesdamc.org/
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