
Central Plains Mennonite Conference Report 
 

Central Plains Mennonite Conference, hosted by Sermon on the Mount Mennonite Church, met 
at the Spirit of Peace Church of Christ in Sioux Falls, South Dakota June 15-18, 2017.  Bethesda 
delegates to the conference this year were Pastor Jim Voth, Carol Janzen, Blaine and Karen 
Friesen, and Margaret and Arlin Hiebner. 
 
When the Central Plains Mennonite Conference met in Des Moines, Iowa, last year, the delegates 
adopted a covenant of spiritual practices, which reads: 
 
"In response to God's unqualified love for us, we covenant to common practices through which 
we submit ourselves completely to the purposes of God who longs to transform us into the 
likeness of Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit." 
 
As a response to the covenant, CMPC continued with "Tuesday's with Dave," and with Meghan 
Good's webinars. 
 
At the delegate sessions this year, we continued our covenant focus on six spiritual practices as a 
response to God's love: 
1. We will worship God as the central act of our common life whenever the church is gathered. 
2. We will practice prayer, fasting and generous giving to separate ourselves from the influence 
of the principalities and powers of this age and to make us available to fully participate in the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus.  
3. We will prayerfully study the Bible together weekly in our congregations and whenever the 
conference gathers, guided by qualified teachers for the purpose of increasing our competence 
in reading, interpreting, and applying the scriptures in an Anabaptist perspective to our everyday 
lives and to the critical issues of faith we face in the world. 
4. We will accept and offer hospitality, believing it creates the context for God’s kingdom to 
appear in our midst, particularly as we minister to the poor, the hungry, the prisoner and the 
stranger.  
5. We will study the Bible with neighbors and strangers, inviting them to become disciples of Jesus.  
6. We will practice peacemaking by extending loving-kindness and forgiveness to our brothers and 
sisters as well as to our neighbors and enemies.  
 
Our conference speaker was Meghan Good, a teaching pastor at Trinity Mennonite Church in 
Glendale, Arizona. Meghan's pastoral meditations sermon centered around the Sermon on the 
Mount. 
 
Thanks to the conference leadership: Dave Boshart, Shana Boshart and Tim Detweiler; to Sid 
Berkey our Conference Moderator and to all board and committee members. Several members 
from Bethesda are on committees. Joan Friesen is on the Shalom Readers Committee and Pastor 
Seth Miller is on the Pastoral Leadership Committee. 
 
To view photos and videos from this year’s conference, go to www.centralplainsmc.org. 

 
- Arlin Hiebner 
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